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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE — Lynn Ankney

Goodbye Jungle,
Hello Beautified Greenspaces

T

his may be an old school publication (physical,
printed, delivered to your doorstep), but we
are using this month’s President’s Message to
enter the world of crowdsourcing. Did you see OIPA’s
September 12 Facebook post?
We are looking to go “halfsies” with the community
to fund the professional overhaul and replanting
of the three large garden spaces just east of the
railroad tracks on the north side of Irving Park Road.
You can contribute by sending money via Zelle to
oldirvingparkassn@yahoo.com. If you would like
to send a check, message us for details. Check out
the “before” picture and scans of what we will do if
we can raise $1,300. Bonus: All donations are taxdeductible to the extent allowable by law.
Accompanying the post was this very sad “before”
picture and the sketched plans for transforming these
three large spaces.
Some of you may recognize these three spaces
as the especially jungle-like (top photo), large
plots located on the north-side of Irving
Park Road, just east of the railroad tracks
on the way to Six Corners. These spaces
are indeed “unadorable”, as they were
the only greenspaces NOT claimed in
our “2019 OIPA Green Space Adoption”
program (see page 16 to learn more
about this wonderful program and this
season’s winners!).
Drawings provided my Maureen Taylor, Taylor
Made Landscaping Design
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The work will be completed by local landscaper
and frequent OIP News advertiser Taylor Made
Landscaping Design. The plan is to incorporate hardy,
native perennials as well as some donated materials.
We’ve included the scans of Maureen Taylor’s plans, so
you have visuals of the vision of the spaces.

payable to “Old Irving Park Association” with a note in
the memo (referencing gardening, plants, greenspace;
something that makes it clear it’s not your dues. But
yes, please send those too!). Checks and cash should
be sent to our Treasurer (hey, that’s me): Lynn Ankney,
OIPA Treasurer at 4313 N. Keeler Ave. Chicago, IL 60641.

So why are you reading about a Facebook post from
last month? We managed to raise nearly $800 in
several days but decided that since not everyone
is on Facebook, we’d use this column to request
good old-fashioned check (and, if you dare, cash)
donations. To donate, you may Zelle or Venmo to
oldirvingparkassn@yahoo.com. Or send a check made

By the time you read this, however, the work will
already be complete! Thus, any donations received will
be used to “reimburse” OIPA for fronting both “halves
of the halfsies.” If we are so fortunate to receive more
than the entire cost of the project, we will utilize the
additional funds to pay for ongoing maintenance to
this and other green spaces.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the Board Meeting
September 16, 2019 – Bart Goldberg, Secretary

Attendees: Lynn Ankney, Scott Legan, Annie Swingen,
Colleen Kenny, Meredith O’Sullivan, Anna Sobor and
Bart Goldberg.
The Board meeting commenced at 7:13 PM. Thanks to
Meredith for hosting and she did a fantastic job. There
was something from each of the major food groups:
cheese (great brie), nuts and crackers, fruit (grapes),
and most importantly there was chocolate. The
presentation was also exemplary, but she made one
mistake by serving wine. As a result, she eventually
had to kick us out of her house. She is a bit of a slow
learner. Anyway, the great food, etc. of course once
again reminded me of the excellent standard fare at
Colleen’s, so I again must encourage everyone to join
at the All-Star level so as not to miss the party that
she is again hosting on Friday, October 18, 2019.
Treasurer’s Report: President Ankney presented her
Treasurer’s Report for August. This was the debut of
her streamlined presentation that she had proposed
last month. It was so effective that she was able
to include it on the same two-sided piece of paper
as the agenda, thereby working to help save trees.
Appropriately, the numbers were also excellent as we
had enjoyed a particularly good month of collecting
advertising revenues. Thanks Colleen! The financial
report was unanimously approved by the Board.
Lynn also reported that after considerable effort on
her part the IRS has accepted our documentation
changing our fiscal year.
Membership: Meredith O’Sullivan reported on our
current membership figures. While the renewals
continue to arrive steadily, as is always the case this
4 | October 2019

time of the year, there is still much to be done. We
presently provide newsletters to about 665 people
and entities. Out of this about 40 are complimentary
(primarily advertisers and local governments). Out of
the remaining 624, 303 people have already renewed,
and 321 have not. Of course, some of those people will
not be renewing for various reasons such as moving
from our neighborhood. The rest of them historically
do re-up, but they have just failed to get around to
it. As a result, the newsletter will not be delivered to
those members this month. (Since I am writing for
fewer people this month I feel a liberty to write more
abbreviated minutes). We will instead deliver them
flyers asking them to renew, and this year we have
decided to blanket all non-members with these flyers
as well. Of those that have renewed all but 89 did so
through our website, and encouragingly 98 people
have signed up for the automatic renewal feature for
future years.
Reports on Board Projects: Scott Legan reported
that the defective part for the malfunctioning clock
located on Irving Park Road has been ordered and that
we are now looking for an electrician. He also brought
along some forms so that Encyclopedia Anna could
provide him with much of the information he needed
to register our murals with the Department of Cultural
Affairs and Special Events. Adrienne had worked to
provide us with estimates to tend to the three problem
planters that were not adopted. The Board had sought
out crowd sourcing funds to cover half of the cost of
the work. The response to this request has been very
good, and while it is not yet enough to cover half of
the cost, it was close enough that the Board voted to
Old Irving Park Association
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go ahead and hire Maureen Taylor to perform the work
so that it could be started soon.
Archiving: The archiving of OIPA’s historical materials
will conclude with the moving of the materials plus a
complete set of newsletters to Sulzer Regional Library
this week. A second set of newsletters will be retained
by us at Anna’s home, and a third partial set has been
delivered to Disney II. Mary Lou Agronomoff and Wendy
Jo Harmstom have volunteered to archive the assorted
photographs in the near future. Lynn also encouraged
us to make a greater effort to store our Board
documents on the Google drive that she has created.
New Businesses/Developments: Updates were
given regarding Burt’s Pizza, McNamara’s, and the
Sabatino’ site, along with rumors of other business

www.oldirvingpark.com

developments. Anna reported that the Six Corners
Association has hired a new director, but that County
Fair Chicago has been canceled for this year.
Other Discussions: The Board enjoyed a lively
discussion regarding a couple of issues central to
our mission. One had to do with our general meetings
and how to make them more informative for our
membership while maintaining a spirit of collegiality.
Another had to do with some ideas proposed by
Colleen to take actions to encourage new desirable
businesses to locate here. We also discussed the types
of topics we want to present at our meetings and in
particular for those coming up in the near future.
This lengthy meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the “State of the Wards”

September 9, 2019 – Bart Goldberg, Secretary
Attendance: President Ankney commenced the
meeting at 7:37 p.m. She had little choice but to begin
since over 70 eager attendees had not come merely
for the beer, wine and cookies. They wanted to get to
know our new Alderpersons. After all, it had been eight
years since there had been a change in leadership in
either the 39th or the 45th Wards, which are the two
wards that include Old Irving Park, and now we had
freshman aldermen in both wards. In the 39th Ward,
Alderman Samantha Nugent had defeated other
challengers to replace Marge Laurino, who had retired
after serving for 24 years. Alderman James (Jim)
Gardiner defeated John Arena (and other challengers),
who had been the alderman of the 45th Ward for the
two prior terms. OIPA always strive to present our
local leaders to our membership. Alderman Arena had
always been good about attending at least once a year
and we would refer to these (in an obvious attempt
to inflate our own importance) as “State of the Ward”
meetings. To my recollection (which on a good day
spans at most six years) Alderwoman Laurino never
attended any of our meetings. As a result, we were
delighted that both of the new leaders were willing to
visit us. Since they have each served only about 100
days so far it was a little premature to think of it as a
“State of the Ward”. It was instead a chance to get to
know them better.
Committee Reports and Announcements: Our invited
throng waited attentively as President Ankney first
brought the crowd up to date on several matters of
interest to the community. Then again, they had little
choice as neither of our featured guests was going

6 | October 2019

to be able to arrive for the beginning of our meeting.
Some of the matters she highlighted included:
1. the ongoing Irving Park Road street repairs, and
how they had caused extensive damage to the
in-ground planting beds at Six Corners (costing
approximately $60,000) but that due to better
planning we should avoid damage to our planters;
2.the efforts being made by a member of our Board
(Scott Legan) with regards to both the repair of
our clock and the registration of our murals;
3. the status of our archives and thanking Gayle
Christenson for her help; and
4. thanking Merry Marwig for writing a neat article
on Eating Vegan in OIP that is appearing in our
newsletter, and using that as an opportunity to
solicit such contributions from others.
I offer only these brief snippets because I have
written about nearly all of these previously, and to
simply recycle prior material would be an insult to our
readership and would discourage them from retaining
past issues of this newsletter for their personal
collections.
Schurz Athletic Field: Dee Barrett reported that the
long-awaited Frank Preo Athletic Field has finally
opened to rave reviews. The field is named after a
popular coach and teacher at the school. Anyone who
has driven by is certainly aware of how attractive it is.
The school is already starting to utilize it for sporting
events and their schedule of games can be found at
schurzhighschool.org. The lights will be needed for
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only a handful of games and then promptly turned off
once the participants have departed. She stressed that
the field is available for use by the community (but not
your smelly old dog) from sunrise to sunset on any day
(which would include school days) when it is not being
utilized by the school. You may recall that there were
prior public hearings or discussions concerning how a
small portion of excess space in the corner of the field
would be utilized for the benefit of the community.
Unfortunately, there are no plans to build that portion
at this time since the prior alderman had been unable
to obtain any funding for that project. Of course, they
would love to do it, and will when funding allows.
Greenspace Adoption Awards: Adrienne Chan of our
Board took charge of this important neighborhood
program, which was started by President Ankney a
couple of years ago, and she has taken it to a new level
of excellence. While the Garden Club maintains the
smaller square planters on Irving Park, this program
sought out groups to improve the individual larger
painted concrete planters and in-ground planted beds
located on Irving Park Road. Civic-minded residents
and local businesses adopted a planter where they
would be in charge of selecting appealing horticulture,
planting it, and maintaining it through the hot
summer. It is very hard work, and it was decided
early on that it was worthy of commendation, and
a good subject for some friendly competition. The
Irving Park Garden Club visited each planter on two
occasions during the summer and then selected a
few for awards. They were announced at our meeting,
and while it may not have generated quite the same
level of anticipation as the Bachmeister Awards last
spring, one can assume that the recipients and other
competitors were full of nervous anticipation. (In
fact, they seemed to be so nervous about the results
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that they could not bring themselves to attend the
ceremonies). The overall winner was for the planter
maintained by Urban Wellness. Honorable Mention
awards in three different categories went to the West
Family, the Yoest Family, and Team Kilbourn (4000
and 4100 blocks). Please see Adrienne’s evocative
descriptions of the floral arrangements elsewhere
in the Newsletter. It exhibits the type of passion and
sensitivity I thought was only exhibited by oenophiles.
I am betting that there is a lot of overlap between
wine geeks and flower freaks. Thanks to all of
the adopters and our sponsors as it really does
make a difference!
Continued on page 8

Maureen Werrbach of Urban Wellness (center) accepts
the award for Best Overall In-Ground Planting from OIPA
VP Adrienne Chan (left) and Claudia Hine, president of the
Irving Park Garden Club. Photo by T. J. Hine
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Continued from page 7

Alderman Gardiner (45th
Ward, photo at right): In his
first visit to our organization,
our new alderman admitted to
being surprised about the size
of the turnout. He first told us
about his office hours and that
he has a Ward Night on Tuesday nights. His
office issues a newsletter on Fridays. He gave a short
description of some of the ongoing municipal projects
affecting the ward such as the water line replacement
that is ongoing on Irving Park Road and the streetlight
upgrades at Waveland and Tripp. He said that
during his lengthy travels through the ward while
campaigning he learned that the biggest concern
shared by the majority of the residents of the 45th
was their displeasure with issues of infrastructure
and in particular the lack of repair of to the streets. As
a result, he made the decision to utilize all of his menu
money (1.32 million dollars) during the first year of
his term to repair the worst streets. He said that the
complete re-paving of a block costs about $70,000.
As a result, only about 20 of the worst streets (out of
approximately 700 located in the ward) could get the
attention that he felt had been deferred for too long. In
response to a question about participatory budgeting
8 | October 2019

Alderman Gardiner addresses questions from OIPA
members during the September General meeting.
Photo by Kathleen Kearns

he said that he was open to the possibility in future
years, but due to the lack of lead time and the urgency
of the infrastructure problems he decided not to do it
this year. He also mentioned that there is a TIF district
in the area that is set to expire in little more than a
year, so he was eager to meet with groups that had
ideas as to how to spend the money on qualifying
projects before it was too late to be utilized. The
Alderman agreed to take questions from our group and
there were some rather pointed questions concerning
his plans for Six Corners, and particularly the project
known as The Point. The Alderman stated that he
did not feel that he was delaying the project. His
insistence that the affordable housing component of
the project be included at the development instead of
being built off-site had caused the developer to seek
additional units. Since those additional units required
a zoning amendment he felt that it was necessary
to discuss the proposal with as many community
members as he could before granting any such relief.
He was proud that he has had already conducted
countless meetings on the subject with essentially
anyone who was willing to serve as a host. It would
seem that the meeting that will have occurred at
Old Irving Park Association
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the Copernicus Center on September 17th (during the
time between the writing of this and the delivery of
newsletters) will be a very important one for all of us
to express their concerns and opinions, and hopefully
move this issue to resolution. In response to questions
concerning any future development on the block that
had contained Sabatino’s he assured them that the
Developer’s proposal was still in its very early stages,
and that there will be meetings with the residents of
the 3900 block of Kenneth, as well as other meetings
with those nearby, well before any decision is made.
President Ankney noted that the Alderman had been
good enough to share the Developer’s initial proposal
with the OIPA Board, and that we had responded with a
lot of questions, but that the Alderman is still waiting
for a response from the Developer. The Alderman
mentioned that the proposal included market-rate
apartments, and in response to another question
about the Sears site said that such apartments were
being proposed there as well. A particularly interesting
question was asked by a newcomer to our community.
She wanted to know if he was aware of the strident
noise emanating from social media sites between
factions in the ward, and if so how could he help to
abate it. He made clear that he was very aware of it,
and that to a large extant it is just an unfortunate sign
of the times. He stressed that he had not campaigned
in a negative manner and tries to do nothing to fan
those flames. Instead, he hopes that by working for
the entire ward he can do his part to help move many
beyond the lack of civility that is now so prevalent.
Alderman Nugent (39th Ward): Alderwoman Nugent
made time to visit our group after her weekly Ward
Night (which are on Monday’s before 8 p.m.), and
prior to having to go to another meeting. I certainly
wish that I had that kind of energy! On this night the
main thrust of her remarks displayed a passion for
www.oldirvingpark.com

Alderman Nugent discusses the 311 service at the
September General meeting. Photo by Kathleen Kearns

constituent service and accountability. For example
she stressed that she has also been hosting Mobile
Ward Nights outside of her office in order to meet
with more people. In response to several questions
she volunteered to have her trained staff assist
people with their service requests. While the City
has moved towards a computer-based “311” service
request program, she said that her staff will gladly
submit the request for you and then track it towards
completion. She was also involved in a project she
started called City Underground Coordination which
is meeting quarterly to discuss better ways to
coordinate the various municipal departments and
utilities with regards to underground construction
issues. Alderwoman Nugent will be conducting
participatory budgeting meetings to allocate part of
her menu money. The first meeting will have occurred
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

by the time you read this newsletter, but there will
be subsequent meetings if you are interested. The
Alderwoman also stated a couple of times that she
and Alderman Gardiner have already developed a great
working relationship. In fact, she said that all of the
adjacent NW side alderman work together very well.
She said that she really wants to work to help make
our community a commercial destination and that
she enjoys working with our President Ankney on new
business leads. In answers to some other questions
she mentioned that there is a Target being built at
Foster and the Edens that is expected to open in late
2020, and that she is aware that our community has
less police staffing than others and that she will make
addressing that a real priority.
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The time flew by as we would have enjoyed speaking
with our new governmental leaders at even greater
length. We thanked them for attending and we hope
for many happy returns. The meeting adjourned at a
little after 8:45 p.m.
Next OIPA General Meeting: The next time we will
meet will be on October 14 at 7:30 p.m. at our normal
location at St. Johns. It is our hope that we can all
celebrate Columbus Day responsibly during daylight
hours and then still gather for this important meeting
concerning navigating the high school admission
process and an introduction to our neighborhood
school, Carl S. Schurz High School. Congressman Mike
Quigley, 5th district, will also be joining us.
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OIPA | ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
October Birthdays
1
2
2
3
4
4
6
6
8
9
11
12
12
15
17
17

Jonathan Miller
John McKernin
Everett O’Donnell
Mary Czarnowski
Rachel O’Mara
Saskia McDonough Mooney
Emily Plagman
Langston O’Donnell
Winston Greene
Leslie Becksted
Leanne Neurauter
Maureen Miller
Kathleen Kuhn
Kurt Fries
Maile Solis
Katie Brandt

www.oldirvingpark.com

October Anniversaries
17
20
21
22
24
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
28
30
31

Peggy Krischer
Maire Dempsey
Dee Barrett
Vernon O’Donnell
JR Cadawas
Greg Shearer
Jonathan Ankney
Christopher Cannon
David Evaskus
Sara Yoest
Gayle Christensen
Chris Evaskus
Nancy Munsterman
Beth Ruark
Timothy Alexander
Bridget Bauman

3 Jeremy & Julianne Ohmes
4 Midge Stocker & Diana Clegg
5 Barbara & Stephan Cohn
7 Jorge & Mona Garcia
9 Jason & Amy Nuttelman
9	Pete Jurgeleit &
Carolyn Morehouse
10 Tonnia & Mike Koehler
12 Claudia & T. J. Hine
13 Margaret & Vernon O’Donnell
14 Corey & Shoshana Friedman
15 Alisun DeKock & Richard Liu
16 Leslie & Blake Batterson

16 Mark & Cindy Malin
17 Beth & John Ruark
18	Meridith & Michael
Cannon
20 Phoebe & Chris Craig
22 Jorge & Illeana Gomez
22	Michael &
Elizabeth Basile
26 Mary & Marc Sussman
27	Susan Gidley &
Phil Timberman
30 Kiki & Brad Schotanus

Is your birthday or anniversary missing from this list? If so,
contact Meredith O’Sullivan at meredithosullivan@gmail.com or
773-551-4533, so she can add your name and dates to the list.

October 2019 | 11

OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
Prepared by Tom Brandt
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(C) = Court Approved (F)= Foreclosure Sale (S) = Short Sale

Single Family

Attached Single Family

4354 N. Keeler.............................. $ 290,000
3653 N. Tripp................................ $ 305,000
4054 W. Patterson....................... $ 315,000
4105 N. Kolmar............................. $ 380,000
4118 N. Kilbourn........................... $ 426,500
4252 N. Lowell.............................. $ 710,000
4031 W. Patterson........................ $ 835,000

4209 N. Kedvale, 2D.................... $ 124,960
4205 N. Kedvale, GN.................... $ 127,500
4211 N. Kedvale, 1H...................... $ 135,000
4452 W. Dakin, D.......................... $ 162,000
4228 N. Keystone, 3A.................. $ 165,000
4127 N. Keeler, 102S..................... $ 173,000
4204 N. Keystone, 2D.................. $ 183,000
4346 N. Pulaski, 302................... $ 220,000
4030 N. Pulaski, E........................ $ 275,000
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OIPA Adopt a Green Place

Adopt a Green Place

WINNERS

— Claudia Hine

O

IPA has six “mural planters” and sixteen inground planting beds on Irving Park Road that
need to be maintained over the warmer months.
For the past few years, we have asked neighborhood
residents and businesses to “adopt” one or more of
these plots and take care of plant upkeep and trash
clean up. This year our community really stepped up –
all of the spaces were adopted for the season!
New this year was our In-ground Garden Bed contest.
“Before” pictures were taken in May. The Old Irving
Park Garden Club reviewed the in-ground garden beds
in June and August to determine which beds earn
bragging rights (at least until next season). And the
winners are…
u Best Overall:

Go for a walk
and see the
greenspaces in
living color!
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u Honorable Mention Most Creative:

The West Family (photo above)
Although the space is rather weedy, we were all in
agreement that the addition of colorful lawn chairs,
tables, and Japanese lanterns were whimsical and
completely unique. Something we hadn’t seen done
before in that kind of setting. A little more attention to
the plantings could make this space really fabulous.

u Honorable Mention Most Colorful:
Team Kilbourn (4000-4100 Blocks)
This garden impressed us with its many roses,
marigolds, and peony. It was colorful and neat when
we first visited and remained clean, colorful, and still
in bloom on our second visit. Well done!

Urban Wellness

u Honorable Mention Most Improved:

On our first trip out, we
found this space to be
neat, colorful, and well
mulched, with lots of
different flowers and nice
ferns. We thought the
brick path was charming.
On our second trip, we
were still impressed.
The impatiens and the
coneflowers were still
bringing some color to
the space and it’s being
maintained. Nice job!

This was, by far, the
hardest category
to judge. In fact, all
of the spaces were
greatly improved by
the attention they
were given. In the end,
we chose this garden
because it was so pretty
and displayed quiet
elements of design that
impressed the judges. We
appreciated that it was very neat and well-tended.

The Yoest Family

Old Irving Park Association

OIPA Adopt a Green Place
Thank You to Our Sponsors!
Thank you to all of our sponsors for the 2019 Season:
• Andrea Guthmann
• Jana Hwang & Michelle
Skoropistsev (with plant
• Keeler Gardens
and mulch donations from
• Megy Karydes and Family
Berman Subaru of Chicago)
• Norah Jones and Family
• Urban Wellness
• Eileen Stern
• The Ankney Family
• Chicago’s Pizza
• The West Family
• Kelly Construction & Design
• Residences of OIP
• Billy & Jess Navin
• Sow Chicago Community Church
• Team Kilbourn
• The Yoest Family
(4000-4100 blocks)

Special Thanks

A special thanks goes out to Keeler
Gardens for their plant donations,
Chicago Sign Systems for our green
space signage, and to Jana Hwang
and Scott Legen for spending a
summer morning helping me attempt
to tame and replant garden bed N1 by
the Metra tracks!

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SEWER SERVICE& REPAIR

30

CIRCLE
SEWER

YEARS OF
SERVICE

CITY & SUBURBS
Commercial & Residential
For a Free Estimate Call
MEMBER OF THE
BETTER BUSINESS
BUREAU

773-227-0978
ASK FOR JOHNNY

5108 W. BERENICE
Senior Citizen Discounts

www.oldirvingpark.com

FULL SERVICE
• We Open All Drains
• Catch Basins Cleaned
& Repaired
• Bathtubs, Toilets
Laundry Tubs Opened
• Power Rodding
• Flood Controls
Repaired & Installed
• Sump Pumps Cleaned
& Installed
• Tree Root Removal
• Frozen Pipes Thawed

UNDERGROUND
CAMERA FOR DAMAGE
DETECTION
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

Divide and
Conquer
— Claudia Hine

T

he Irving Park Garden Club meets on October
19 for a fall-themed program to bring our 2019
season to an end. We will learn how to put our
gardens to bed before winter from Kiss My Aster’s
Amanda Thomsen, an author, horticulturist, and
noted speaker in the garden and landscape industry.
This program will take place at noon at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner Ave. This is a
members-only event at which we also will enjoy a
catered lunch.
Amanda Thomsen is the
scheduled speaker in October
to close out IPGC’s 2019 season.
Photo courtesy of Amanda
Thomsen

A Look Back on September
In September, our club heard a presentation on water
gardening from Dr. Martin Yorath, who maintains a
beautiful pond in his Old Irving Park garden. He covered
the basics of design, pumps, and lighting, as well as
how to introduce fish and plants, and how to protect
your wildlife from predators.
Members also participated in a movie/music/book
exchange to swap their media for someone else’s and to
help fund our annual luncheon.

Dreaming of Spring
Our club has enjoyed a great 2019 season. We welcome
new members to join us in March 2020 when we’ll
hear from Nina Koziol on a program entitled The Artful
Gardener: Breathing New Life into Your Garden. We’re
already dreaming of spring.

We’re the Irving Park Garden Club. We like to dine, drink, and dig. For more information, visit Facebook.com/
IrvingParkGardenClub or contact me at claudiahine@icloud.com
16 | October 2019
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THE SOCIAL NETWORK | OIP Members (and Friends) Out and About

SPOTTED: Ruth Mugalian and Darcie Wadycki at
Evening in the Park sponsored by The Friends
of Kilbourn Park. Photo by Claudia Hine

SPOTTED: T. J. Hine and Kathleen Kearns at Evening in
the Park sponsored by The Friends of Kilbourn Park.
Photo by Claudia Hine

Spotted in the Garden
Gateway Montessori Students &
Teachers Looking for Owner
of tiny dolls found in their garden.

18 | October 2019
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Gateway Montessori

Back to School Treasure

T

he children in Gateway Montessori School’s
Elementary program returned to school on
September 3 to find our garden overflowing with
beautiful vegetables and herbs. The plants were donated
by families last spring and were planted by children from
each classroom. They were lovingly cared for by children
in our “At Home in the Arts” summer program and were
ready for harvest in September.
The children picked, washed, and cut the vegetables
to create a special stew for all to share. Finding ripe
vegetables in the garden is indeed a treasure, but
while working, the children also found a curious
assortment of tiny dolls hidden in various spots in the
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Photos by Shawn Manner & Emily Page

garden. They would like to return the treasures
to their proper homes. Please see the image
of the tiny treasures on page 18 and reach out to
Gateway Montessori School at 773-539-3025
or office@gatewaymontessorischool.org for
more information.

Old Irving Park Association
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Scammon School

The Inside Scoop at Scammon — Renee Klimkiewicz, Curriculum Coordinator
Aspirations for 2019-2020

S

cammon Huskies start this school year with hope
in their hearts for remarkable things to come
this school year. We hope for:
• another noteworthy Level 1+ rating;
• to place again in the top three for Chicago Junior
Math Leagues;
• another celebrated production of a Disney musical;
• another year partnering with Wright College and
Aspira to provide adult classes and workshops;

• We have many aspirations for this year, and we are
thrilled to see the year unfold!

What’s new at Scammon
Summer proved to be extremely busy for Scammon
Elementary. From hosting summer school to regular
building maintenance to the exterior and interior
improvements, we made it through! Some of our new
enhancements include a new digital marquee, gym
floor, auditorium stage and curtains, benches, picnic
tables, and new landscaping. We are so proud of our
students, parents, and teachers and want our school
to reflect their achievements and efforts.
Additionally, we opened our third full-day preschool
this year. The inspiration and smiles felt in these
rooms are truly unique! We also welcomed a few new
faces this year, Ms. Kozlov (PreK teacher), Ms. Suner
(diverse learner teacher), Ms. Ashkie (art teacher),
and Coach King (P.E. teacher). We are very fortunate to
add these new members to our Scammon Family!

PreK Enrollment
We still have a few seats available for PreK. Visit
chicagoearlylearning.org to begin the application for
PreK. Please call the Chicago Early Learning Hotline at
(312) 229-1690.

School Tours
Please call (773)534-3475 for more information or to
schedule a school tour.

22 | October 2019
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

The Buzz at Belding — Lisa Owens, 4th Grade Reading/Social Studies Teacher
Fall Fun Flair

J

oin the Belding community in some
fall fun at an after school event on
October 25 from 4–6 p.m. A DJ will
spin current hits, in addition to a variety
of games and prizes, and a bouncy house
obstacle course. Children are encouraged
to dress in costumes. The evening will
culminate with the annual flash mob
Thriller dance by our eighth-grade
zombies. The Fall Fun Flair is always a
favorite Belding event. We’re hoping for a
beautiful night.
Photo courtesy of Belding School

Belding Has Great Parents!
The Belding Parent Group (BPG) is a not-for-profit
organization made up of parent volunteers who work
together to make great things happen for Belding
Elementary School. Through school-wide fundraising
events like the upcoming Chalk-a-thon on October
10, adult social events like Beers and Bids for Belding
in the Spring, as well as numerous smaller-scale
fundraisers and volunteer opportunities throughout
the school year, the BPG has raised many thousands of
dollars and helped strengthen the school community.
They work closely with Principal Yutzy and the Belding
community to determine the school’s needs and
wants. The BPG has raised money to fund everything
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from art classes to a new piano for the auditorium,
to teacher stipends they can use for field trips or
classroom improvement. Currently, the BPG is working
towards raising money for shade structures for the
school playground.

Are you curious to see what Belding
Elementary has to offer your child?
Each month Principal Heather Yutzy offers school
tours for prospective parents. The tours are an
excellent opportunity to see Belding teachers and
students in action and to learn more about our school.
Upcoming tour dates are October 22, November 26, and
December 10. School tours begin in the office at 8 a.m.

Old Irving Park Association
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Disney II Magnet School

— Eileen Schnepff,
Communications
Liaison

Create You…an new school year

Create You…a world traveler

I

n July, over forty Disney II Magnet High School
students and staff chaperones traveled to London,
Paris, Florence, and Rome! Students visited
world-famous sights including the Tower of London,
London Bridge, the Eiffel Tower, the Vatican, the
Roman Colosseum, and the Duomo in Florence!
They were treated to the sights and sounds of
four amazing international cities included endless
pizza, gelato, and so much more. When asked, every
student considered the trip to be a trip of a lifetime.
Check out the photo above. During the 19-20 school
year, we are offering our students additional
international travel opportunities, including Japan
over Spring Break and Italy and Greece in the
summer of 2020.

26 | October 2019

September 3 rung in the 2019-20 school year at both
Disney II campuses. As has become Disney II tradition,
our PreK-6th-grade Kedvale campus kicked off the
new school year with our annual Back to School
Carnival! The carnival is a fun way for students
to meet their teacher for the first time, visit their
classroom, meet new friends, and catch up with old
friends. Thank you to the Disney II PTA for their support
of the School Carnival.

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
Sunday, October 20 from 11–3 p.m. Please join us
to learn more about all that Disney II has to offer,
including a rigorous curriculum, the AP Capstone
Diploma, personalized and project-based learning,
multiple after-school clubs, and competitive high
school athletics.
Also, we will be hosting tours of our elementary
and high school campuses throughout the fall. Visit
www.disneyiimagnet.org for more information,
dates, and links to register.
Old Irving Park Association
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Edward School

Sports, Community & More, Join Us at St. Ed’s
Homecoming Festivities
• Wednesday, October 9
5, 6, 7 and 8 p.m.	Pack the Gym Night for Girls’
Basketball, games 4447 N. Lowell

Welcome Wednesday
Walkathon

J

oin us for our Welcome Wednesday on October 2,
with registration beginning at 8:30 a.m. in the
main school building, 4343 W. Sunnyside. Email
RSVP@stedwardschool.com for more information.
Come see why we give your child so much more than
just a seat in the classroom.

Chalk Walk

Our annual Chalk Walk will be held on Friday, October 11.
This long-standing annual walk-a-thon raises money for
our school and gets our kids out and moving!

Girls’ Basketball
Our girls’ basketball teams have been practicing
hard. We are excited to watch them this season and
wish them the best of luck! Check out the basketball
schedule online and come cheer for the team.

• Friday, October 11
2 p.m.
Pep Rally, 4447 N. Lowell
• Saturday, October 12
9:30 a.m.	Parade from 4350 W. Sunnyside
to Gompers Park.
10:30 a.m. Junior Varsity Football Game.
Varsity Game.
Noon
6–10 p.m.	John Keane Homecoming Scholarship
Dance, Buckley Hall, 4447 N. Lowell.
$5 per person or $20 per family. All ages
are welcome.

St. Ed’s Out for Dinner Events
These community events give you a night off cooking
and benefit St. Ed’s!
• Tuesday, October 1, 5–8 p.m.; Portillo’s Harwood
Heights, 7308 W. Lawrence Ave.; Grab a flyer online
to participate!
• Wednesday, October 16, La Villa, 3632 N. Pulaski
Rd.; Just mention St. Ed’s!
• Wednesday Nov. 6, 4–8 p.m., Chipotle, 4657 W.
Irving Park Rd.; Grab a flyer online to participate!

We are a 2017 recipient of the National Blue Ribbon and are located at 4343 W. Sunnyside Avenue. We welcome students in grades
PK3 – 8th grade. For more information, please visit our website at www.stedwardschool.com or call us at 773-736-9133.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

Viator Vibrations

— Stacey Stevens / Kris Nielsen

Stay tuned for upcoming events at
stviatorchicago.org or on our Facebook page.
Twitter: @ChiViator & Instagram: @stvschoolchi.

8th grade students greet the first
day of their last year at St. Viator
with enthusiasm.

New and Exciting Programs

A

s the 2019-2020 school year gets into full swing, we are
stepping up the role of technology in the classroom with
these programs:

• Achieve3000 is a literacy program for 4-8 graders that
adapts to each student’s individual needs. It uses the
student’s Lexile reading score based on their responses to
progressively challenging reading exercises within the tool.
• Lexia is a phonics-based EdTech tool that will be used in our
primary grades as part of the reading curriculum.
• iReady will be implemented from Kindergarten through
grade 8 in math and reading. Built for the Common Core,
iReady integrates personalized online instruction with
teacher-led instruction.
30 | October 2019

A Warm Welcome
to Our Newest Faculty Members!
• Ms. Maria Goslin, STEM Specialist
• Ms. Kate Gangemi, 4th grade teacher
• Ms. KyVonne Lackey, 5th grade teacher

Open Houses – Oct. 9, 9 to 10:30 a.m.
St. Viator Elementary School and Parish is
a diverse and thriving community. We invite
you to learn more by attending our events or
taking a tour of the school. Tour the school
while classes are in session to see all that St.
Viator has to offer.
Evening Open House: Attend our onceper-year evening Open House on Oct. 16,
7–8:30 p.m.
Old Irving Park Association

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

St. Viator Athletics
St. Viator Eagles’ 2019–20 athletics
season is off to a strong start! The
Cross Country program, now in its
5th season of competition, is proud to
have nearly 30 runners from grades
5 through 8. Four runners medaled
at the DePaul Prep Catholic Cup
Invitational on Sept. 6:
• 8th grader Kendall Everson
placed 4th and 7th grader
Jack Reid placed 14th in
a field of 109 runners;
• 6th grader Adrian
Christiansen placed 15th out
of 206 runners; and
• 6th grader Tori Pitlik placed
14th out of 159 runners.

Upcoming Events The following events are held in the
St. Viator Rec Center and are open to the community
Wiggles & Giggles Playgroup – Oct. 3 & 17, 9–10:30 a.m. Now in
its 10th year, this fun and FREE playgroup is for children in the
community (ages newborn-4) and their parents/caregivers.
Open gym with balls, blocks, hula-hoops and so much more!
Halloween Dance – Oct. 25, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Features dinner, dance
party, face painting, games and costume contest.
“Stairway to Insanity” Haunted House – A longstanding
Halloween tradition will be even bigger and scarier this year.
Parent and student volunteers “perform” in an interactive exhibit
that goes well beyond traditional haunted house fare. $10 ticket,
open from 7–10 p.m. on Oct 11-12, 18-19, 25-26. Warning: This
haunted house is SCARY & intended for a mature audience!

St. Viator’s Cross
Country team is
all smiles as they
get ready to run
at the DePaul
Prep Catholic Cup
Invitational.
Photo provided
by St. Viator
Elementary School

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

Irving Park Fine Arts
Committee Presents

Pianist Wael Farouk

T

he Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is pleased
to begin its 26th season with a solo recital by
Pianist Wael Farouk. The concert is on Sunday,
October 7 at 2 p.m. at Irving Park Lutheran Church. Dr.
Farouk will perform piano works of the Romantic era.
Praised as a “formidable and magnificent pianist” by
the New York Concert Review, Dr. Farouk has had an
extensive performing career. He commands a vast
repertoire of more than 70 concertos and 60 solo
programs including the complete piano works of J.S.
Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, Brahms, and Rachmaninoff.
Dr. Farouk directs the keyboard studies program at
Carthage College in Kenosha, WI, and is on the piano
faculty at Roosevelt University. In 2017, Dr. Farouk
impressed Fine Arts patrons with his performance as
part of the Carthage Trio.

Upcoming Season Performances:
• November 10: The Poulenc Trio for Oboe, Bassoon,
and Piano
• December 8: Latin trio performing a Latin Jazz
Christmas
• February 23: Women in Art Song—Anne Marie
Lewis, Soprano and Celia Villacres, Piano
• April 26: Drums of Africa, an interactive
demonstration and concert.

All concerts are at 2 p.m. at Irving Park Lutheran
Church, 4100 N. Harding Ave. The concerts are free
of charge, but donations are welcomed. A reception
with the artists will be held after each concert, hosted
by the Fine Arts Committee. Dates and programs are
subject to change.
The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is a program of
Carlson Community Services, a non-profit serving the
Irving Park community with programs that enrich
lives through education, culture and service. For more
information, visit carlsoncommunityservices.org or
contact Liz Mills at 773.398.6766.

Carlson Community Services is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that helps at-risk kids succeed with The Magic After-School Place (MAP), provides
vegetables to people in need and beautifies our neighborhood with Three Brothers Garden and makes fine arts affordable and accessible
through the Irving Park Fine Arts Concert Series. For more information, visit carlsoncommunityservices.org
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Filament Theatre

Filament’s LUNA Encourages Community Friendships

F

ilament Theatre is thrilled to present their next
interactive and imaginative theatrical experience
for young people and their communities: LUNA
by Ramón Esquivel. Filament has worked alongside
neighborhood youth to help develop this creative and
playful family experience. Lead by our professional
actors, with the help of crafts and thematic activities;
we hope the performance creates magical memories
for your family and friends!
LUNA tells the story of Soledad, who is the child of
migrant farmworkers. She loves the universe. And she
loves her family. Soledad goes where her family goes,
where the crops will grow, but with every move comes
a new school and the struggle to make new friends.
The imaginative Soledad finds solace in books, and
in her constant companion Luna—the moon—who
follows her wherever she goes. When Soledad meets
Frida and Emilio, she finds her first chance at human

friends her age. She must challenge the world she
knows and discovers that “Taking risks is hard to do,
but taking risks builds courage too.”
Regular performances run from September 21 –
November 3, Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 1 p.m. A sensory-friendly performance will
be held on October 20 at 10 a.m. Additionally, school
matinées are held on Tuesdays from September 24
through October 29. Visit www.filamenttheatre.org/
luna for tickets and to learn more.

Featured by Chicago Ideas Week!
For the second year in a row, Filament was selected
to present a Chicago Ideas Week: Family Lab. Our
LUNA themed “lab” will be held on October 13 from
10:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m. at Filament Theatre. For more
information about the Chicago Ideas Week event, visit
www.Chicagoideas.com.
Neighborhood youth
participate in a LUNA
“play-test” with
Filament’s actors.
Photo: Christian
Libonati

LUNA
Oct 5 – 27:
Sat., 11 a.m. & 2:30 p.m.
Sun., 1 p.m.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Schurz High School

NEW Frank Preo
Athletic Field
Celebrated
Photo provided by Schurz High School.

O

n Friday, September 6,
students, staff, alumni,
elected officials, and
community members gathered
together to celebrate the opening
and re-dedication of the Frank
Preo Athletic Field. It took nearly
one year to complete, but I’m
sure everyone will agree, it is a beautiful addition
to our school and community. After the ceremony,
the Schurz staff took on the Co-ed 16” softball team,
hitting the diamond for what is sure to become an

annual tradition. The old-timers took home the
10–1 victory—age before beauty! Congrats to the
boys’ soccer teams for bringing home two wins
against Mather High School under the Friday Night
Lights for the first time!

Schurz High School Hosts
Open House Chicago

O
John Sherer sitting at the Schurz organ console.
Photo by Dee Barrett.

n Saturday, October 19 and Sunday, October 20,
Carl Schurz High School will once again take part
in The Chicago Architecture Center’s Open House
Chicago. The building will be open from 10 a.m.– 5 p.m.
on both days. Visitors are invited to the auditorium at
2 p.m. for an organ concert by Old Irving Park resident
and Director of Music at Fourth Presbyterian Church,
John Sherer. In 2011 the Carl Schurz High School 1935
Moller Organ received a Historic Organ designation
by the Organ Historical Society. Do not miss this
opportunity to visit our beautiful school and hear this
amazing instrument!

Keep up on the latest happenings at Carl Schurz High School Visit us at www.schurzhs.org , or follow us on Twitter and
Facebook @CarlSchurzHS. Questions or concerns? Kudos and compliments? Contact Dee Barrett at dibarrett@cps.edu.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Schurz High School
Dinner and a Movie
& Little Bulldog Matinee
This month it’s all about the teens and adults getting
a night out on Friday, October 25, at 8 p.m. for dinner
and a movie. And since we live in a democracy, this
month we want to hear from YOU! Visit the Schurz
High School Dinner & A Movie SURVEY at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/RHVDMQQ to vote for a movie
choice. Go for an early dinner at a partner restaurant
TBD, bring us your dinner receipt, and get free candy
and popcorn! Tickets for the film can be purchased
at the door for $5, with proceeds benefiting The
Friends of Schurz. Thank you to the Logan Square

www.oldirvingpark.com

Neighborhood Association and The Friends of
Schurz for sponsoring this event. Dinner & a Movie
and Little Bulldog Matinées are sponsored by
The Friends of Schurz and The Logan Square
Neighborhood Association.

The Schurz Schuffle 5K
Join us for the 1st Annual Schurz Schuffle on October
19th! Lace up your sneakers and join us for a fun 5K
through the streets of Old Irving Park. Proceeds from
the race will go to The Friends of Schurz to directly
support the school. For more details, or to register
visit http:/schurzschuffle5k
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry

October Coat Drive

T

his month, the Pantry is giving out new and
lightly used winter coats to clients (one per
family). If you have any to donate, please
bring them to the Pantry from 8:30 a.m. to noon on
Wednesdays or 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8.
Additional drop-off points include:
• Disney II Magnet School, 3815 N. Kedvale Ave.
(Inside Main Entrance, 8:30am-3:30pm)
• Disney II Magnet High School, 3900 Lawndale Ave.
(Inside Main Entrance, 8:45am-3:45pm)
• Old Irving Brewing Company, 4419 W Montrose Ave.
• Front Porch at 3822 N Tripp Ave.
Additional drop-off locations will be posted on our
Facebook page and in our Breadcrumbs newsletter.
The program continues all month, so please keep us in
mind as you get out winter coats!

Pantry Open House to be Held October 19
The Irving Park Community Food Pantry is holding an
open house from 10 a.m. to noon on October 19 at its
new location, inside the Emanuel United Methodist
Church at 4256 N. Ridgeway. Executive Director John
Psiharis, board members and many volunteers will be
on hand to show off the facility and the Pantry’s new
“Client Choice” format for distributing groceries.
This format, which many pantries use, presents food
choices on tables and shelving units and allows clients
to “shop” each station, choosing among options and
taking only those items they want. It gives clients
more control over what they receive and saves food by
allowing them to leave unwanted items. (Previously,
volunteers put together bags of food at each station
based on family size.)
Please come see and learn about the Pantry’s new
operations! If you are interested in volunteering,
contact our Volunteer Managers at volunteer@
irvingparkfoodpantry.org. Donations can be brought to
the Pantry by parking in the delivery space in the alley.

Thanks for the Support

Volunteers sort coats during the Pantry’s Coat Drive in 2018.
Photo by Craig Shutt

Thank you to everyone who has helped the Pantry
during its first move and the institution of its new
“Client Choice” selection system. We especially are
grateful for the support and encouragement of Pastor
Audrey Molina, Assistant Pastor Jesus Molina and the
congregation of Emanuel United Methodist Church.
In our 35th year, the Pantry is beginning a new
chapter. With the help of all of our supporters, we will
continue to meet our mission of being “Neighbors
Helping Neighbors.”

Article submitted by Craig Shutt. John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park Community Food Pantry
3801 N. Keeler Ave., Chicago IL 60641 | e-mail: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, Web: www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org.
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Let us lead you down your garden path.

Be ready for warmer weather with our signature Spring Clean Up service
Anne Roberts Gardens has been helping create gorgeous gardens
in Old Irving Park for over 20 years – and we are getting ready
to dig in again this year. Whether you’re dreaming of landscape
design, a stone or paver patio and walkways, a rain garden,
native pollinator garden, vegetable garden or even storm water
management, let Anne and her team get to work – so you can
enjoy your dream garden.
Get in touch today – mention this ad to receive your
initial design at no cost. See all of the possibilities
at AnneRobertsGardens.com, or call 773.777.7064.
4414 N. Kenneth Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60630
www.oldirvingpark.com
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C A L E N D A R of E V E N T S
OIPA NEWS
NOVEMBER 2019
SUBMISSION
DEADLINE
Advertising &
Editorial
BOTH DUE

Oct. 8

(SECOND TUESDAY OF
THE MONTH)

BY 5 p.m.

October
4, 11, 18	Keeler Gardens Fridays by the Fire | 4–7 p.m., 3631 N Keeler Ave. Join us Friday evenings
to relax and connect with nature at Keeler Gardens around the fire. Get to know other
community members and take some time to really enjoy the gardens. Held on Fridays up
to November 8. Visit keelergardens.com for information.
14	OIPA General Meeting | 7:30 p.m. (2nd Monday of each month) in the lower level of
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner.
19

1st Annual Schurz Schuffle 5K | 9 a.m. | Schurz High School | http:/schurzschuffle5k

19 & 20 Schurz High School on view during Open House Chicago | 10–5 p.m.
25

Schurz High School Dinner and a Movie Night | 8 p.m.

26

Little Bulldogs Matinee at Schurz High School | 10 a.m.

30

Schurz High School Haunted House, 4:30 p.m.
& Schurz Halloween Spooktacular Concert, 6 p.m.

4206 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago, IL 60641, USA
(773) 283-3422 | www.unforgettablelounge.com
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JOIN
TODAY!

2019–2020 MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Joining or renewing your membership is easy with our online membership
form at www.oldirvingpark.com/join-us If you don’t have access to our online
membership form, please complete the form below.

This is a:
n New Membership
n Renewal
n Gift Membership

We like to celebrate our members in our newsletter. Birthday and anniversary
information is optional. If you wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary
page in the newsletter, you must provide the information annually
to be included (adults members and spouses/partners only).

NAME (FIRST/LAST)

BIRTHDAY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST)

BIRTHDAY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)

ANNIVERSARY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)
ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

TELEPHONE
E-MAIL 		

ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS
expire August 31
and are due by
September 1.

Membership dues
received after
May 1 will be
applied to the
following year
membership.

E-MAIL 2

MEMBERSHIP DUES (per household)
Membership Benefits: Monthly meetings, hand delivered paper newsletter, member/spouse
birthday and anniversary published in newsletter, ice-cream social, holiday dinner
– $25/year Standard – $15/year Standard Seniors (age 65+)
– $75 Good Neighbor: Standard membership plus — name(s) and birthday(s) of your child(ren)
and/or pet in newsletter, and an OIPA Tote Bag.
– $150 Neighborhood All-Star: Good Neighbor membership plus — admission for two to an
exclusive cocktail OIPA party.
– Add $17/year for OIPA NEWSLETTER deliveries out of boundaries. (Boundaries: South of Montrose,
North of Addison, West of Pulaski & East of Milwaukee District North railroad tracks adjacent to Kilbourn/Kolmar )

GIFT MEMBERSHIP: Simply complete the form above or the online form with your neighbor’s
name(s) and address. You may not know their birthday/anniversary info. That’s okay – we’ll
follow up with them. If purchasing online: Please indicate this is a gift subscription in the final
box titled, “Special Instructions.”
SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO: Old Irving Park Association, c/o Meredith O’Sullivan, OIPA Director /
Membership, 4061 W. Warwick Ave., Chicago, IL 60641
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: Old Irving Park Association OR join/renew online: oldirvingpark.com/join-us

Old Irving Park Association
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From the Editor: SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Note: Ten newsletters are produced annually (Newsletters are not published in the months of
January and July). A heartfelt thanks to everyone who continue to submit articles and photos
for the newsletter. We look forward to hearing from you throughout the year.

A

ll members are welcome to submit letters, photos,
articles (400 words maximum without photos, 300
with photos) for publication. Please send content as a
Word document or in an email. We cannot use photos that
are embedded in a Word document, you must provide images
as separate files. Links to websites or Facebook are NOT
acceptable as content submission.
Send your contributions to: Kathleen Kearns at k.kearns@
kearnsdesign.com. Please include “OIPA submission“ in the
subject line of the email. Also include the category of the
item you are submitting — advertisement, article or event
for community calendar.
Photos should be accompanied with a caption(s) and
photo credit. If your files are too large to email, please use
https://wetransfer.com. You can send several files at
a time using wetransfer.
Deadline for advertising AND editorial submissions is

Submission
deadline:
2nd Tuesday
of the month.

the second Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m. Materials
SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be held over
to the next month’s issue.
The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
Information printed in the newsletter may be
reproduced with Old Irving Park Association cited
as the source. Opinions in this publication do not
necessary reflect the official position of the Old
Irving Park Association.
AD SPACE Purchase and upload your ad at:
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad
AD SIZES: Full Page: 6.25” X 7.5”
Half Page: 6.25” X 3.75”
Quarter Page: 3” X 3.75”
ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum
300 dpi) gray scale; jpg, PDF, or eps.
Microsoft Word files are NOT acceptable.

Call for Contributions to the OIPA News
While we receive most of our content from organizations,
we welcome individual article and photo submissions!
A few ideas:
– Give a shout-out to a kind neighbor.
– Did you recently visit a new business or restaurant? Then share
your great experience.
– Write a fun story about our neighborhood or a fond memory.
– Share your knowledge on a topic.
– Share photos of OIPA members at an event (provide names and
photo credit to the photographer.
Deadline for editorial and photo submissions is the second
Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m. to k.kearns@kearnsdesign.com.
Please include “OIPA submission” in the subject line of the email.
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