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DINING ADVENTURES IN OIP

“Gourmet Hot Dogs with a Twists”
By Annie Swingen

Six Corners was thrilled to welcome the opening 
of The Hot Dog Box in January 2022. These folks 
have your number if you are looking for a warm 

escape from the winter doldrums. 

Earlier this month, I chatted with The Hot Dog Box 
owner and proprietor, Bobby Morelli, and his daughter, 
Brooklyn. I actually had the pleasure of meeting these 
two incredibly charming entrepreneurs last year 
when my family stumbled upon The Hot Dog Box in 
Boxville (330 E 51st St). I am not sure if it was the giant 
Connect-Four game, the young lady on the register, or 
Mr. Morelli sporting a crown, but it was clear we were 
in the right place. Thus, I was absolutely thrilled to 
learn they had signed a lease and were moving into Six 
Corners to share the love with our neighborhood. 

After being contacted by a developer intrigued by the 
hype of the Morellis’ spot on East 51st, they fell in love 
with their now-opened Six Corners address. The decor 
and ambiance remain true to their original location, a 
reproduction of the shipping container-turned-kitchen 
in Boxville, with bright colors, upbeat music, and many 
smiles. It’s truly inspiring to see the dad-daughter 
duo make big moves in such a short period of time—
during a pandemic at that!

Think bigger than the tried-and-true Chicago dog when 
it comes to the menu. At least, that is what Bobby and 
Brooklyn are doing. Their menu includes The Portage 
House (4oz filet mignon steak hot dog topped with 

Six Corners Welcomes The Hot Dog Box
— Annie Swingen

a special root beer steak sauce, sautéed onions and 
mushrooms); and The Cajun Bell (a cajun smoked 
salmon hot dog topped with a special buttermilk 
remoulade sauce, fresh lettuce and bell pepper 
medley.) Don’t worry, vegan options and the solid ‘Good 
ol’ Frank’ are also available! Brooklyn’s little sister, 
Bailey, is the creator of the drool-worthy brownies that 
include a turtle fudge and vegan chocolate option. Add 
to that Boogie Punch (homemade beverage in a Capri 
Sun-like pouch) that is no doubt my kid’s favorite thing 
on the menu and a side of ‘Real Dill Gourmet Popcorn,’ 
and you will agree this spot makes the cut.
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DINING ADVENTURES IN OIP

 Ready for an Amazing Hot Dog?

LOCATION: The Hot Dog Box , 4020 N. Milwaukee Ave 
Chicago IL 60641; Dine-in and Carry-Out

HOURS: Wed–Sun: 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

PAYMENT: Debit, Credit, ApplePay, or Contactless 
Payments. No Cash Accepted!

COVID SAFETY PROTOCOL: Mask Required when not 
eating/drinking; vaccination card required for dining 
in (until guidelines are lifted).

WEBSITE AND CONTACT: www.thehotdogbox.com; 
hello@thehotdogbox.com

Have a Minute?
Tell us what types of businesses 
you want to see opened in our 
neighborhood? Please take a 
moment to fill out OIPA’s survey at 
https://bit.ly/3oLtcx4 or look for 
the link on our Facebook page.

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

OIPA yard signs: Have you or your neighbors 
experienced vandalism when it comes to your OIPA 
yard sign? I would normally say “a pox upon the 
vandals,” however, since we continue to suffer through 
COVID-19 times, I am second-guessing my fist-to-the-
sky, pandemic-wishing response. So, if you need a new 
sign, please email us at: membership@oipa.com and 
we shall deliver it tout de suite.

OIP Easter Egg Hunt is back!: After far too long 
a hiatus, the OIP Easter Bunny is back. Join us at 
Belding Elementary’s playground and field (4257 
North Tripp Avenue) on April 2, at 10 a.m. for an egg 
hunt, bunny snuggles and other fun afforded by this 
fantastic community event. Want to contribute to 
the treat stockpile? Contact Allison Young via email 
at abclark509@gmail.com for more information on 
where to drop off a dozen filled eggs (no loose candy, 
please) labeled with the child’s age group on it. The 
more eggs we can collect, the more fun we have; not 
sure parents agree but that’s on them.

Kolmar Park Rededication: Thanks to the tireless 
efforts of OIPA board member Merry Marwig and 
the three other Friends of Kolmar Park members, 
the City of Chicago decided to officially consider the 
rededication of Kolmar Park on January 26, 2022, with 
a 45-day notice/comment period lasting until March 
12. Gertrud Kolmar was an influential German-Jewish 
author who wrote over 50 poems, two short novels, 
short stories and other pieces, continuing her work 
even while persecuted and eventually murdered by 

Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM

Attendees: Meredith O’Sullivan, Annie Swingen, 
Adrienne Chan, Nick Frank, Scott Legan, Merry Marwig, 
Michael Cannon, Colleen Kenny present. 

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report for January 
was presented by and unanimously approved by the 
Board of Directors. 

January 2022

Starting Balance  $68,768.24

Receipts (e.g., Membership/
Advertising)

$435.66

Disbursements (e.g., printing 
costs, insurance, charitable 
contributions)

 ($100.00)

Ending Balance $ 69,103.90

Donation: In January 2022, the OIPA board voted to 
donate $500 to the following groups, with funds being 
disbursed in February:

• Schools: Belding, Disney II Magnet, Scammon, 
Schurz (friend of)

• Organizations: Carson Community Services, Irving 
Park Community Food Pantry, Independence Park 
Library, Irving Park YMCA 

• We also voted to donate $500 to the Irving Park 
Garden Club, however, that outlay will occur in the 
spring, in support of the Irving Park Road square 
planters.

Summarized Minutes of the Board Meeting on February 7, 2022
Submitted by Annie Swingen, OIPA Secretary
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

the Nazis during World War II. With the support of 
Illinois Sen. Sara Feigenholtz, DANK Haus German 
American Cultural Center (located in Lincoln 
Square), the committee hopes to celebrate the 
dedication sometime in 2022. 

Please consider sharing your support of the 
project with the city via email (https://www.
chicagoparkdistrict.com/park-renaming-notice) 
or by calling 312-742-4762. Neighbors can also 
email the friendsofkolmarpark@gmail.com who 
will pass along the letter of support. The Chicago 
Park District Board will vote in April their approval 
or disapproval of the rededication request.

New Meetings / Planning Ahead

• Board Meeting: March 7, April 4, May 2

• General Membership Meetings 
Our March general membership meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, March 14, 7 p.m., at  
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner.  
We have issued invitations to elected officials 
to join us at our Spring meetings, with the hope 
that we will discuss crime, the remapping of 
the ward, status of underpasses etc. We are 
pleased to announce that Alderman Samantha 
Nugent (39th Ward) will be joining us on 
March 14! Please take a moment to complete 
an online survey in an effort to help us focus 
questions posed to the elected officials during 
our March and April meetings: https://bit.
ly/3GKtaLS

Meeting convened at 8:06

Northwestern Medicine has launched a 
new website to provide information on 
their new Advanced Outpatient Care Center 
on Irving Park Road. For project updates as 
work continues or services planned for the 
facility, visit https://oip.nm.org/. 

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/park-renaming-notice
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/park-renaming-notice
https://bit.ly/3GKtaLS
https://bit.ly/3GKtaLS
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Meet Ellis S.
•  How long have you been delivering newsletters: 
Two or three years

• Delivery area: 4000 block of West Warwick Avenue

• Favorite thing about delivering newsletters: It gets 
me outside!

• Favorite OIP restaurant: Smoque Barbeque (Brisket 
Tacos)

• Favorite OIP playground: Disney ll

• What makes OIP a special place?: I think it’s a safe 
place to hang out with friends and family.

OIPA | Meet Your Volunteer Delivery Team

Photo provided by Ellis’ family.
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Everyone has  
a Story to Tell.
Call for Contributions to the OIPA News. 

We welcome individual article submissions for the news-
letter! A few ideas: 

– Give a shout-out to a kind neighbor.

–  Did you recently visit a local business or restaurant? 
Then share your great experience.

–  Write a fun story about our neighborhood  
or a fond memory.

– Share your knowledge on a topic.

Guidelines: For editorial submission guidelines see  
page 36 for full details. 

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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RECIPES FROM THE BOARD 

Green Onion Tartar Sauce
Recipe by Taste of Home

Ingredients:

• 1/2 cup mayonnaise

• 2 green onions, finely chopped

• 1 whole dill pickle, finely chopped

• 2 tablespoons sour cream

• 1 teaspoon minced fresh parsley

• 1 teaspoon cider vinegar

• 1/2 teaspoon sugar

• 1/4 teaspoon dried tarragon

• 1/8 teaspoon pepper

Directions:

•  In a small bowl, combine all 
ingredients. Refrigerate until serving.
 

A collection of sauces for your fish fry!
Submitted by Merry Marwig

Green Coconut Curry Sauce 
for Fried Cod Fish
Recipe by sauce-for.com

Ingredients:

• 1/4 cup butter

• 1 cup coconut milk

• 1/2 cup vegetable broth

• 1 tbsp green curry paste

• 1/2 tbsp lemon grass paste

• 1/2 tbsp ginger paste

• 2 tbsp fish sauce

• 1/2 tbsp salt

• 1 tbsp coconut sugar

• 3 kaffir lime leaves , chopped

• 2 tbsp lime juice

• 8 Thai basil leaves, chopped

Directions: 

•  In a small mixing bowl combine the green curry 
paste, lemon grass paste, and tbsp ginger paste and 
whisk them together. Melt the butter in a sauce pan 
on low heat. Whisk in the paste mixture followed 
by the sugar and salt. Slowly whisk in the lime juice 
and fish sauce. Lastly, whisk in the coconut milk 
followed by the vegetable broth. Bring the sauce 
mixture to a simmer on low heat, then add in the 
chopped kaffir lime leaves and chopped basil leaves. 
Simmer on low heat for 5 minutes. Allow the sauce 
to rest for 5 minutes.Photo by Heliosa Nass on unsplash.
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RECIPES FROM THE BOARD 

Mustard Sauce for Fish

Inspired by Joe’s Stone Crab Restaurant’s recipe

Ingredients:

•  1 tablespoon Colman’s dry  
mustard, or more to taste,

• 1 cup mayonnaise

• 2 teaspoons Worcestershire

• 1 teaspoon A-1 sauce

• 2 tablespoons light cream

• Salt

Directions: 

•  Place the mustard in a mixing bowl or 
the bowl of an electric mixer. Add the 
mayonnaise and beat for 1 minute.

•  Add the Worcestershire, A-1, cream, 
and a pinch of salt and beat until the 
mixture is well blended and creamy. 
If you’d like a little more mustardy 
bite, whisk in 1/2 teaspoon more dry 
mustard until well blended. Chill the 
sauce, covered, until serving.

Photo by Edward Howell on unsplash.

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Greetings OIP! We welcome March as the 
beginning of “Spring,” though it will likely 
be a while before the warmer weather 

actually arrives. Luckily there is always plenty of 
green décor in March to start brightening things 
up! As the temperatures warm and we emerge 
from our winter hibernation, we encourage you 
to get out and try some of the new restaurants 
in the area, such as The Hot Dog Box (see article 
on page 2). It is also “Fish Fry” season here in 
Chicago. We asked OIPers for recommendations 
on their favorite Friday night fish fry spots on 
the Northwest side. Here are a few you should 
check out:

• Chief O’Neill’s 
3471 N. Elston

• Edelweiss Restaurant 
7650 W. Irving Park Road, Norridge, IL

• Frank’s Chicago Shrimp 
5052 W. Irving Park Road

• Galvin’s Public House 
5901 W. Lawrence

• Hagen’s Fish Market 
5635 W. Montrose

• Irish American Heritage Center 
4626 N. Knox

• Vaughan’s Pub & Grill 
5485 N. Northwest Hwy,

Have one to add to the list? Send us an email at 
hello@oldirvingpark.com. Watch Facebook, as we 
will continue to post recommendations as they 
come in. 

Photo by Julia Karnavusha on unsplash.

Where to 
Spend Your 
“Pot of Gold” 
This March
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OIPA | ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS 

Charlene Adamski
Vilmar Arias
Barry Bebart
Melanie Boyd
Felix Chan
Shashank Churukanti
Steven Clay
James Coakley
Phoebe Craig
Kimberly Danahy
Alisun DeKock
Thomas Denio
Diane Discher
Valerie Ginnan
Dipeshwar Grewal
Anne Gruber
Marjorie Hausner
Rachel Horvath
Damian Jackson
Dan Jacobs
Thomas Jezuit
Mai Phuong Johnston
Tonnia Koehler
Janine Kostelny

Cindy Kuhn
Karl Kuhn
Olivier Lopez
Robert Lopez
Kat Makielski
John Mueller
Frank W Nagorka
Beata Nowak
Zachary Osner
Kaitlin Reimann
Vanessa Reu
Geoff Reu
Victoria Ross
Paul Rutstein
James Schaddel
Michelle Sekiya
Colleen Smith
Meredith Srivastava
Maureen Taylor
Bob Tell
Beth Valukas
Jennifer Vidis
Jacob Wilkoff

March anniversaries
Abbie & Dave Damptz
Denise & Curtis Giszczynski
Patty & Scott Gustafson
Brandon & Elizabeth Joyce
Jen & Shane Knox
Cindy & Karl Kuhn
Christy & Jonathan Levy
Liliana & James O’Shea
Kim & Rob Starmann
George Unzueta & Michelle Sekiya
Casey & Kelly Williams

March Anniversaries

March Birthdays

Is your birthday or anniversary missing from this list? Not sure if you provided your 
info in your renewal form? If so, please contact Meredith O’Sullivan at membership@
oldirvingpark.com or 773-551-4533, so she can add your name and dates to the list.

March  Kid & Pet Birthdays
Kids
Violette Cernak
Eloise Kick
Nala Palmieri
Ben O’Mara
Grace Ruark
Scout Ryan
Daphne Simmons
Blake Toth

Pets
Taco (dog)
Digit Koehler (cat)
Aegamemnon (pup)
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24-HOUR EMERGENCY SEWER SERVICE& REPAIR

CIRCLE
SEWER

CITY & SUBURBS
Commercial & Residential

FULL SERVICE
• We Open All Drains
• Catch Basins Cleaned
 & Repaired
• Bathtubs, Toilets
 Laundry Tubs Opened
• Power Rodding
• Flood Controls
 Repaired & Installed
• Sump Pumps Cleaned
 & Installed
• Tree Root Removal
• Frozen Pipes Thawed

Senior Citizen Discounts

For a Free Estimate Call
773-227-0978

ASK FOR JOHNNY

5108 W. BERENICE

MEMBER OF THE
BETTER BUSINESS

BUREAU

30
YEARS OF
SERVICE

UNDERGROUND
CAMERA FOR DAMAGE 

DETECTION
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Prepared by Tom Brandt (C) = Court Approved (F)= Foreclosure Sale (S) = Short Sale

OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY

Single Family
3930 N. Lowell ............................. $800,000

Attached Single Family
4124 N. Kedvale, 200 .................. $130,000
4332 N. Keeler, 3A ....................... $178,000
4203 N. Kedvale, 4S .................... $362,500

2-4 Units
4209 N. Pulaski ........................... $420,000
4025 W. Patterson ...................... $620,000
4021 W. Grace .............................. $620,000
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

March Madness, Gardening Style — Claudia Hine

Image by sigmund on Unsplash

As basketball fans prepare their brackets for the NCAA 
tournament, Irving Park Garden Club members are looking 
forward to spring and the beginning of a new season of growth 

and renewal in their gardens. As crocuses peek out of the ground 
and seed catalogs fill their mailboxes, members are planning their 
next great adventure: Will they grow an unusual vegetable, plant an 
ornamental tree, or try a new combination of flowers in porch and 
patio containers? 

To help ensure our members are successful, the club will kick off its 
33rd season at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 19, at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 3857 N. Kostner Ave. That meeting will be the start of a full 
season of programming that includes a garden walk, plant exchange, 
mid-summer night’s stroll, two field trips, and more — including one 
extra meeting in November this year.

The March meeting is a great opportunity for members to renew their 
dues and also get their garden tools sharpened as Dave Is Sharp will 
be parked outside to hone the edges of shovels and pruners during our 
speaker’s presentation inside the parish hall.

Our March topic is trees, and our speaker is Al De Reu, the TreeKeepers 
program manager at Openlands, an organization committed to urban 
conservation in the greater Chicago region. Al is an International 
Society of Arboriculture certified arborist, and he will give us tips on 
the best trees to plant for our urban backyards (and which ones to 
avoid), how to plant and maintain them, and all the benefits they offer.

Thursday, April 21

Saturday, April 30

Saturday, May 21

Saturday, June 25

Thursday, July 21

2020 
Meeting 

Dates

Saturday, August 20

Thursday, September 15

Saturday, October 22

Thursday, November 17
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

MLK Day of Service

On January 17, five IPGC members gathered 
at the Tripp Garden, which is located at the 
northeast corner of Irving Park Rd. and Tripp Ave. 
across from Eris Brewery, to participate in a day 
of service for the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 
It was a cold winter morning, but spirits were 
high as we cleaned up litter in the garden, then 
split into groups and picked up trash along Irving 
Park Road from Keeler to Kilbourn.

Sadly, we discovered that the wrought iron 
fencing on the north end of the Tripp Garden 
had been plowed over at some point. At that 
time, the ground was too frozen to ascertain 
whether the fencing is salvageable or needs to 
be replaced.

Thank you to participants Mike Basile, Claudia 
Hine, Debbie and Ed Maher, and Maureen Miller for 
answering the call to make Old Irving Park look a 
little brighter, if even just for a day. We warmed up at 
Golden Nugget afterward, and the hot soup made it 
all worthwhile.

Looking for Leaders

In October, IPGC will elect new officers for the 2023-
2024 season. We are looking for board members to join 
our team of really fun and fun-loving people, who also 
happen to enjoy gardening (and the occasional glass 
of wine).

If you can give us a hand and would like to play a role in 
planning our club’s activities next year, contact me at 
claudiahine@icloud.com and I will be sure to put you to 
work ASAP. We love our volunteers!

Debbie and Ed Maher, Mike Basile, and Maureen Miller brave the 
cold in January to pick up trash and litter at the Tripp Garden and 
along Irving Park Rd. Photo by Claudia Hine.

It appears a snowplow may have taken out the wrought iron 
fencing on the north end of the Tripp Garden. Damage is still to be 
determined. Photo by Claudia Hine. 

Interested in becoming a member? 

Dues for the 2022 season are $25/household. Join us 
March 19 or contact claudiahine@icloud.com for more 
information. You can follow us online at Facebook.
com/IrvingParkGardenClub. 

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Keeler Gardens

Keeler Gardens’ Newest Program— 
Natural Materials Art — Gina Iliopoulos

To date, we have been working on establishing a 
process by which we can teach community members 
how to upcycle various materials in simple yet 
inspiring ways. By creating a sound program in the 
“off-season,” we will be prepared to offer this program 
to the community once it is launched in the spring. We 
will showcase the many works of art created in the 
development process at a local art fair.

Interested in learning more? Please contact us; we 
would be happy to plan future programs with you.

Keeler Gardens is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
improving the health and sustainability of urban 
community life through environmental experiences, 
supporting diversity and youth development, and building 
a love of nature. Visit us at 3631 N. Keeler Ave. and at our 
website KeelerGardens.org. Contact Keeler Gardens at 
Gina@KeelerGardens.org.

Early this year, Keeler Gardens was awarded a 
$5000 grant from The City of Chicago’s Chi Biz 
Strong Grant Program. The program provided 

grant funds to nonprofit organizations and small 
businesses throughout Chicago that have been 
adversely impacted by COVID-19 from lost revenue or 
increased costs. 

This good fortune has allowed us to create a new art 
program, a perfect task for this cold, snowy winter. 
The program focuses on upcycling natural materials, 
wood and textiles, into handmade custom works of 
art. We utilize materials that may otherwise have 
been disposed of. Our new art director, Heather Goers, 
created extraordinary, colorful, and inspirational works 
of art as samples.

Pictured here are a few items 
created with upcycled natural 
materials: the flowers created with 
paper and textiles, inspirational 
signs in wood that has been etched 
or burnt, and a natural stone tray. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

Enriching Lives | Carlson Community Services connects the Irving Park community with programs that enrich lives 
through education, culture, and service. For more information, visit carlsoncommunityservices.org or contact Liz Mills 
at 773.398.6766 or lizmills@carlsoncommunityservices.org. Follow us on Facebook or sign up for our newsletters at 
carlsoncommunityservices.org if you’d like to stay informed about all that is happening!

Enrollments Still Available 
for After-School Program!

Carlson Community Services’ after-school 
program, the Magic After-School Place (MAP), 
is in its 15th year of providing high-quality, 

affordable after-school care for children attending 
Murphy and Belding Schools. We welcomed 
students back to MAP this past fall for in-person 
programming and have a few additional spaces 
available. With a fully vaccinated staff, strict 
attention to masking and distancing, and additional 
cleaning protocols, MAP is an excellent after-school 
destination for neighborhood kids. Our income-
based tuition structure makes MAP a valuable 
partner for working families who need a safe place 
for their children after school. Equally important, 
children receive homework help and tutoring, play 
group games and enjoy social time with friends. 
Program space is generously donated by Irving Park 
Lutheran Church, helping us do this important work 
in our community. MAP meets from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
every day CPS is in session at the IPLC gym located 
at Harding and Belle Plaine. For more information 
and to enroll your child, contact Rebecca Haneberg 
at mapdirector@carlsoncommunityservices.org or 
visit carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

Fun with snow cream and ice gems at the Magic After-School 
Place. And fun with gems. Photo by Rebecca Haneberg.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

Free Concert on April 24
The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee will present saxophonist Max Bessesen 
in the final concert of its 2021-2022 season on Sunday, April 24th at 2:00 p.m. 
at Irving Park Lutheran Church, 4100 N. Harding Ave. The concert is free, but 
donations to support future programming are always welcome!

Bessesen and friends will perform original compositions and jazz standards. 
Max is a former Irving Park resident who now lives and works in New York 
City. Max’s first performance for the Fine Arts series was in a recorded holiday 
concert in 2020. He is eager to perform a “live” Fine Arts audience! Program 
subject to change. Check for updates on our Facebook page or website.

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee, now in its 28th season, was created by Roger 
Bingaman, Director of Music at Irving Park Lutheran Church. The intent of the series is 
to bring high-quality, professional music and theatrical events to the northwest side 
of Chicago. The series is a program of Carlson Community Services

The Irving Park Fine Arts Concert 
Series will present saxophonist 
Max Bessesen on Sunday,  
April 24 at 2:00 p.m. at Irving Park 
Lutheran Church.

OUR SERVICES
• Standard & Regularly Scheduled 

Maintenance 
• Oil Changes
• Brakes, Steering & Suspension
• Electrical Systems Repair
• Emission Systems Repair
• Transmission
• All Makes & Models

“ For over 15 years, Stan has earned 
my business with excellence, 
integrity and promptness.”

– Bart, happy customer

Grace Automotive
Serving Irving Park Since 1980

CALL US: 773-545-6770
3756 North Pulaski Road | Chicago, IL 60641

• Free written estimates
• Honest & Professional Service
• Accept check, cash and credit 

card payment

HOURS
• Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
• Saturday: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Put your car in 
the right hands.
When it’s time to service your vehicle, trust Grace Automotive 
to handle all your needs. We are in the neighborhood.

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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NEIGHBORLY FUN | Just Joking

What’s the craic? 

Send us your best corny jokes! OIPA members, how about sharing some of your best wholesome jokes? 
Please send in your funniest, clean and corny jokes (plus the name of who we should credit for the zinger if 
you’re submitting the joke on behalf of a child) to us at hello@oldirvingpark.com. Use the email subject line, 
“Corny Jokes Submission.” We will print a selection of jokes in our upcoming newsletters.

Q: What’s the  
difference between  
wisdom and luck?

One is clever.  
The other is clover.

Enjoy these jokes from connoisseur of funny— 
OIPA Board member Merry Marwig.

Q: What do you call a fake Irish stone?

A: A sham-rock!

Q: How should you 

greet someone on 

March 17?

A: Irish you a happy St. 

Patrick’s Day.

Q: How can you tell if a 
leprechaun likes your joke? 

A: He’s Dublin over with laughter!

Q: Why do leprechauns 
love to garden? 

A: They have green 
thumbs!

Q: Why do leprechauns 
hate running? 

A: They’d rather jig than jog.



March 2022 | 23www.oldirvingpark.com

Looking for Quality Child Care? 
Little Makers offers STEAM Learning in a nurturing 
environment for children six-months-old to five-
years old. Children are born creators. They learn 
naturally by building and making, trying, and 
retrying. At Little Makers, children are encouraged 
to play, discover, tinker, and have fun.

Call or email for more information or to 
schedule a tour. 
Frances Jochum-Thuet, Owner
773.717.4290 | LittlMakersSTEAM@gmail.com
4135 N. Kilbourn Ave., Chicago, IL 60641
Facebook: Little.Makers.Steam

STEAM-based licensed home daycare center in Old Irving Park.

Advertise with Us!
The OIPA News is distributed to approximately 
600 area residents, in addition to surrounding 
neighborhood groups and elected city officials.

10 ISSUES PER YEAR 
We publish ten issues per calendar year (omitting 
January and July).

SPECIAL PERKS 
Also, if you are a newsletter advertiser, you will be 
prioritized on our email blasts and Facebook posts. 
We have over 6,000 online followers. Our monthly 
post can reach up to 24K, and our post engagement 
is usually 15K. That means consumers see and 
engage with our Facebook posts!

The advertising rates are amazingly reasonable.  
To place an ad visit  
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad.

Gaye Klopack Private Voice Studio
Classical, Music Theatre, Jazz Styles

Old Irving Park Area
B.A. Music Education
M.A. Vocal Pedagogy

SVS Certification
Certified Teacher in Illinois

I am a private voice teacher with 
over 25 years experience. My 
students are NATS awardees, 
GRAMMY High School 
Ensemble and YoungARTS 
winners and have performed on 
radio and television.

gayeklopack@gmail.com
www.gayeklopack.org

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Disney II Magnet School

—  Eileen Schnepff, 
Communications 
Liaison

Exciting News for One  
of Our Seniors

Disney II Magnet High School is thrilled to share the 
exciting news that senior Izabella Bautista has been 
named a 2022 Posse Foundation Scholar. 

Izabella, who has been a student at Disney II since 
preschool, will be attending Trinity College in Hartford 
Connecticut on a full tuition scholarship! While at Trinity, 
Izabella would like to study Political Science. Izabella 
recently shared that she “[I] really want to start studying 
Political Science because of the 2016 election. It made me 
curious about how leaders hold a position and what power 
they have to stop/start racial and social issues.” As a Latina 
woman, these issues are important to Izabella. Disney II is 
so proud that Izabella’s time at school played a formative 
role in developing her curiosity and love of learning. 
Congratulations to Izabella for her incredibly hard work. 

Want to learn more about us?

If you would like to learn more about Disney II Magnet 
School, please visit our website at www.disneyiimagnet.
org or follow us on Facebook and Twitter @
Disneyiimagnet. If you would like to learn more about the 
Posse Foundation and how it is changing students’ lives 
and communities around the country, visit their website 
at possefoundation.org. 

Izabella Bautista is the proud recipient of a full-
tuition scholarship from the Posse Foundation. 
She will be attending Trinity College in Hartford, 
Connecticut. Photo provided by Disney II Magnet 
High School
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

Viator Vibrations — Sara Yoest 

2022-23 Admissions. The Best Way to Get to Know Us Is to Visit!
Contact Marge Tiritilli in the school office at mtiritilli@stviatorchicago.org or call 773-545-2173 with questions regarding 

admission for the 2022-23 school year or schedule a private in-person tour.

www.stviatorchicago.org | Follow us on Facebook: St. Viator Elementary School and Parish, Chicago 

Photos by Sara Yoest

Blue & Gold Gala Scheduled for March 5
St. Viator will be hosting the Blue & Gold Gala on March 
5. We are thrilled to be hosting our biggest fundraising 
event of the year in our newly renovated Rec Center. 
Funds raised will be rounding out our 1:1 iPad program 
for the kindergarten and 1st-grade classrooms and 
updating 17 of our interactive classroom smart boards 
to more modern, interactive Promethean ActivPanels.

Art Zone Program Resumes
Art Zone has been a part of the Fine Arts education 
at St. Viator since 1997, long before STEM and STEAM 
programs became commonplace! Art Zone is a 
monthly art experience for all St. Viator students, 
focused on hands-on projects that allow students to 
learn about different artists and utilize various media. 
COVID caused the program to pause during the 2020-21 
school year; we are happy to announce Art Zone is back 
and offered to our students!

Spring is starting to bloom at St. Viator!  
See how our schoolyard habitat and 
pollinator garden, installed in the spring of 
2021, is starting to blossom on the corner 
of Addison and Kedvale.

OPEN HOUSE
St. Viator will be hosting an in-person 

OPEN HOUSE on March 16. Please check our 
Facebook page for details.
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Photos by Sara Yoest

Erin go Bragh
Shamrock Coloring Fun 

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

The Buzz at Belding — Michele Stefl, IB Coordinator

Our Mission The Belding community works and dreams 
together to inspire, cultivate and engage the hearts and minds 
of our diverse students, families and staff.
Belding Elementary School 4257 North Tripp Ave.,  
Chicago, IL 60641, 773-534-3590, beldingelementary.com

New Rock-climbing Wall 
Installed at Belding

The rock-climbing wall has been 
a huge success for Belding! P.E. 
teacher Mr. Cortes states, “We 

are thrilled that we were able to make 
this happen. Belding students love 
climbing. We can modify the climbing 
standards and rules for each grade 
level. Modifying the wall allows us to 
offer students from Pre-K through 8th 
graders an engaging and challenging 
experience at their level. We have just 
begun our journey on the climbing wall, 
and I am looking forward to watching 
our students continue to grow through 
engaging learning experiences!”

Are you curious to see what 
Belding Elementary has to offer your child?

Principal Mandi Cohen or Assistant Principal Erica 
Pacheco set aside one morning each month to give tours 
to interested parents. Tours begin at 8 a.m. in the main 
office. The tours are an excellent opportunity to learn 
more about our school and the Belding community. 
Upcoming tour dates include March 15 and April 19. 
Check out the Belding website: www.beldingelementary.
com for virtual video information or in-person details. 
Complete the cps.edu/health screener before arriving.

Belding students are enjoying the new rock-climbing wall.
Image provided by Belding Elementary
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Private tutor 
available
• Certified CPS Teacher
• Reading and Math K-6 Grade 
• Wilson Trained
• Excellent Credentials

Irving Park location
Ms. Novic: 773-540-3169
emilaja@aol.com 

Program Overview

The Emergency Heating Repair Program (EHRP) provides qualified homeowners with a one-time grant to repair 
or replace their furnaces or boiler heating systems. The program is administered by the Department of Housing 
(DOH). Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The grants are available to owner-occupants 
of one-to-four unit residential buildings. A site inspection will be performed by a DOH rehab construction 
specialist to determine the heating system’s condition after a completed application is processed and approved.

How to Apply

An application is available upon request by calling 311, through the CHI311 app, by visiting DOH’s offices at City 
Hall, 121 N. LaSalle St., Room 1000 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, or download the entire 
application packet at this link. Follow the detailed information on completing the forms and submitting copies of 
all required documents, including proof of ownership, income, and identification. 

Homeowners can call DOH’s customer service line at 312.744.3653 for further assistance. 
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/provdrs/homeowners/svcs/emergency-heating-repair-program

City of Chicago Emergency Heating Repair Program
Applications are being accepted from Nov. 1, 2021 until April 1, 2022.

https://www.oldirvingpark.com/
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry 

Pantry Starts 
Easter-Basket 

PROGRAM

Article submitted by Craig Shutt (773-282-3627; craigshutt@ameritech.net). John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park 
Community Food Pantry. Email: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, | www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org. 

The Pantry will give out Easter baskets to clients’ 
children up to 10 years old from March 23 to April 13 
(before Easter on April 17). We are looking for donations 

of filled plastic eggs, small games and puzzles, 24-count 
boxes of crayons, small plush animals, party-favor-sized 
toys, and wrapped candies. Please do not donate Easter 
baskets; we are looking only for items for the baskets.

Donations can be taken to Big Helpers (4184 N. Elston Ave.) 
on Monday through Friday (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) or the dropbox 
on the enclosed front porch at 3833 N. Tripp Ave. (any time). 
Contact-free registries are available at Amazon and Walmart. 
Links are available on our Facebook page. Items can be 
purchased from those lists, or they can be used as ideas for 
in-store purchases. 

We also encourage organizations to do their collections 
or assemble baskets (using only dollar-store bucket-type 
baskets, please). Contact Special Events Coordinator Craig 
Shutt at craigshutt@gmail.com for details or arrange a 
delivery.

Toiletry Collection

The Pantry is still collecting toiletries for its Choice table. This 
offering allows clients to select from a menu of personal-
care items such as toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant, 
shampoo and conditioner, razors, shaving cream, baby wipes, 
dish washing liquid, and others. If you would like to donate to 
the Toiletry Collection program, items can be dropped off at 
Big Helpers (4184 N. Elston Ave.) on Monday through Friday (10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.) or the dropbox on the enclosed front porch at 
3833 N. Tripp Ave. (any time). Or you can donate via PayPal at 
www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org or by check to Irving Park Food 
Pantry, 4256 N. Ridgeway Ave., Chicago IL 60618.

Michelle Buchecker shows off some of the Easter 
baskets the Pantry gave to clients’ children up to 
10 years old in 2021. The program is being held this 
year in March and April. Photo by Craig Shutt.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry 

N95 Masks

Thank you to Aldermen Carlos Ramirez-Rosa and 
Jim Gardiner, who donated 500 N95 masks to the 
Pantry. The masks are being given out to clients and 
volunteers to help keep everyone safe and healthy 
through the pandemic surge.

We appreciate everyone’s support as we 
continue our mission of being “Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors!”

Girl Scouts Provide Birthday-party Kits 

Thank you to the members of the Sts. Viator & 
Wenceslaus Church’s Girl Scout troop, who put together 
dozens of birthday-party kits for our clients! The kits 
include cake mix, frosting, candles, candies, plates, 
and napkins in a festive gift bag. We appreciate the 
Girl Scouts’ support and their creative approach to our 
clients’ needs.

 Photo by Craig Shutt

AMAZON: This QR 
code will take you 
to the Pantry’s 
Amazon Easter 
registry.

WALMART: 
This QR code 
will take you 
to the Pantry’s 
Walmart Easter 
registry.

Use these codes for Easter registry wishlists at Amazon and Walmart. Code for toiletry wishlist

Gayle Christensen shows off some of the N95 masks donated 
to the Pantry by Alderman Carlos Ramirez-Rosa. Alderman Jim 
Gardiner also donated masks. Photo by Craig Shutt
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Edward School

St. Edward Scoop — Jenny Dreyer

Celebrating 112 Years of Catholic Education to Children in Grades PK3–8th grade.  
St Edward Catholic School | 4343 W Sunnyside Ave, Chicago, IL 60630 | 773-736-9133 | stedwardchicago.org

Looking for a new elementary school for the 
2022-2023 school year? 

• At St. Edward School, our early childhood learning 
programs prepare our 3- and 4-year-olds by incorporating 
the academic, emotional, social, physical, and spiritual 
needs to nurture and teach the whole child and encourage 
qualities needed for life-long learning. 

• Our K – 8th grades develop the whole child through 
rigorous academics, creative arts including music, theater, 
visual art, physical activity, sports, and our Catholic faith 
that honors each of our students’ unique gifts and talents. 

You can contact office@stedwardschool.com to schedule a 
tour with our principal. St. Edward School is a 2017 National 
Blue Ribbon Exemplary High Performing School. Please visit 
our website at www.stedwardschool.com or call the office at 
773-736-9133 to learn more about our outstanding academic 
programs and extended care. 

Community Events

Mark your calendar for these upcoming Community Events 
that benefit St. Ed’s and give you a night off from cooking! 
Thank you for your support!

• Nonno Pino’s, Thursday, March 10 
6718 N. Northwest Highway, Chicago   
Mention St. Edward School when placing your order!

• Culver’s, Monday, March 21, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
4939 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago 
Must mention St. Edward School when placing your order!

Big Red 
Auction 
& Comedy 
Night
Save the date to attend St. Edward School’s 
biggest annual fundraiser, Big Red Auction 
& Comedy Night, on Saturday, April 2, 2022. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and the show begins 
at 7 p.m. Food and drinks will be available 
for purchase. This year’s event will feature 
an online auction and an in-person stand-up 
comedy show, broadcast live on our YouTube 
channel. Proceeds from the Big Red Auction 
& Comedy Night event support educational 
resources, school improvements, and tuition 
assistance. There are several ways you can 
support our efforts:

• Donating an item to the auction

• Becoming a sponsor

• Buying a raffle ticket or ticket to 
the event

For more information, to buy tickets or 
donate an auction item, visit https://
stedwardchicago.org/big-red-auction.html 
or email auction@stedwardschool.com.
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St. Edward Scoop — Jenny Dreyer



Events Calendar

March
5  St. Viator Blue and Gold Gala | 6:30 p.m. | 3644 N. Kedvale, Chicago | https://one.bidpal.

net/bluegold2022/custom/custom3

14 OIPA General Membership Meeting | 7 p.m. | St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner. 

16 St. Viator Elementary School 3-4 Year Old Open House | 9 to 10 a.m. | FB @stviatorchicago

19  Irving Park Garden Club Member Meeting | 10:00 a.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
3857 N. Kostner Ave.

April
22  St. Edward School’s Big Red Auction & Comedy Night, Doors open 5:30 p.m., show 

begins at 7 p.m. For tickets visit https://stedwardchicago.org/big-red-auction.html 

24  Irving Park Fine Arts Committee Presents Max Bessesen, saxophone | 2:00 p.m. 
| Irving Park Lutheran Church, 4100 N. Harding Ave., Free! Donations Welcome | 
carlsoncommunityservices.org/programs/fine-arts/
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C A L E N D A R  of  E V E N T S

OIPA NEWS 

SUBMISSION 
DEADLINES

Advertising:  
First Tuesday 
of the month

General Editorial  
Submissions:  
First Thursday 
of the month

When to Call 311 vs. 911
Call 911 while the incident you are reporting is in progress and 
the on-site presence of a police officer is necessary to help 
resolve the matter (e.g., burglary in progress, incident involving 
injuries, quieting loud neighbors, etc.). You should contact 311 if 
the incident you are reporting has occurred and the offender is 
gone from the scene.

Use 311 to find information, request non-emergency services, or 
report non-emergency issues. You can call 311 to find out what 
Police District and beat you live in, as well as the date, time and 
location of your next beat meeting. Contacting 311 gives you 
easy access to non-emergency police services, from filing police 
reports to talking to police personnel in your district.

For more information and to download the app or use the  
services visit https://311.chicago.gov

Source: www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/311ProjectInformation; https://311.chicago.gov
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2021-2022 OIPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
Joining or renewing your membership is easy with our online membership form at www.oldirvingpark.com/
join-us. If you don’t have access to our online membership form, please complete the form below. 

We like to celebrate our members in our newsletter. Birthday and anniversary information is optional. If you 
wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary page in the newsletter, you must provide the information 
annually to be included (adults members and spouses/partners only).

This is a: nn New Membership  n n Renewal  n n Gift Membership

NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

ANNIVERSARY MONTH

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE 

E-MAIL   E-MAIL 2

 Membership Level 
(per household)

In area  
DUES

Out of area  
DUES

Benefits

Standard $25 $42 Monthly meetings, newsletter delivery, member/
spouse and anniversary published in newsletter, 
ice cream social event, holiday event

Senior (Age 65+) $15 $32 Same as Standard membership

Good Neighbor $75 $92 Standard + kid/pet birthdays in newsletter and 
OIPA tote bag

Neighborhood All-Star $150 $167 Good Neighbor + admission for two to an exclusive 
OIPA cocktail party

GIFT MEMBERSHIP: Simply complete the form above or the online form with your neighbor’s name(s) and address. You may 
not know their birthday/anniversary info. That’s okay – we’ll follow up with them. If purchasing a gift membership online: 
Please indicate “this is a gift subscription” in the final box titled, “Special Instructions.”

SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO: Old Irving Park Association, c/o Lynn Ankney, OIPA Treasurer, 4313 N Keeler Ave, Chicago, IL 60641.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: Old Irving Park Association OR join/renew online: oldirvingpark.com/join-us

ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWALS 
expire August 31  
and are due by  
September 1.

Membership dues  
received after May 1  
will be applied to the 
following year  
membership.  

http://oldirvingpark.com/join-us
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General Submissions 
 Community Calendar, Articles & Photos

•  Please send articles and calendar items as a Word 
document, in an email or Google doc. Include in the 
document the author’s name, company or organization (if 
applicable) and contact information. If submitting images, 
please include photo captions and photographer credit.

• 400 words maximum without photos, 300/325 with photos  
and captions.

• Submissions as Links to websites or Facebook are NOT 
accepted.

• Articles should be information-based and should not 
contain advertorial content. Bylined articles should be written 
in third-person, unless the submission is an opinion piece 
or a personal story. Byline includes the author’s name, 
business name and contact info. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR 
NAME IN THE DOCUMENT.

• Photos and images should be provided as separate  
files. We cannot use photos or images that are embedded 
or placed in a Word document. We need the original 
image file.

• Photos should be accompanied with photographer credit 
and a caption(s). If submitting photos for an article, please 
include captions and photo credits in the same document 
as your article.

• If your files are too large to email, please use https://
wetransfer.com. You can send several files at a time using 
wetransfer. 

• The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 
Information printed in the newsletter may be reproduced 
with Old Irving Park Association cited as the source. 
Opinions in this publication do not necessary reflect the 
official position of the Old Irving Park Association. 

Contribute to the OIPA News | SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
All members are welcome to submit letters, photos, and articles for publication. Ten newsletters are 
produced annually (newsletters are not published in the months of January and July. We extend a heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who continue to submit articles, photos and purchases ad space for the newsletter.  
We look forward to hearing from you. hello@oldirvingpark.com.

Advertising Submissions

• Purchase ad space and upload your ad at: 
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad

• AD SIZES:  Full Page: 6.25” X 7.5” 
Half Page: 6.25” X 3.75” 
Quarter Page: 3” X 3.75”

• ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum 300 dpi) 
gray scale; jpg, PDF, or eps.  
Microsoft Word files are NOT acceptable.

Submission Deadlines

• Advertising: First Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m.

• General Submissions: First Thursday of the month by 5 p.m.

• Materials SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be held 
over to the next month’s issue. 

• Send your contributions to: Kathleen Kearns at k.kearns@
kearnsdesign.com. Please include “OIPA submission“ in 
the subject line of the email. Also include the category of 
the item you are submitting—advertisement, article or 
community calendar. 

NO JANUARY ISSUE. OIPA NEWS RESUMES IN FEBRUARY.

SUBMISSION DATES 2022

Publication Month Advertising General

April 3/1 3/3

May 4/5 4/7

June 5/3 5/5

August 7/5 7/7

September 8/2 8/4

October 9/6 9/8

November 10/4 10/6

December 11/1 11/3



• Delicious homemade Italian cuisine
• Banquet Facilities from 20 up to 230 people
• Delivery/Pick-up from 10am all week long
• Open for lunch at 10am, Tuesday – Sunday
• Catering services to your home or office

3638 N. Pulaski
(773) 283-7980

www.lavillabanquets.com
Family owned & operated for over 48 years!

Dining Room Hours
Monday: Dining Room closed,  

take-out and deliveries from 10am –10pm
Tuesday – Thursday: 10am – 10pm
Friday – Saturday: 10am – 12am

Sunday: 10am – 10pm

https://www.lavillabanquets.com/
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