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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Meet Our New Board Member—Dave Ryan
Where did you grow up?
I grew up on the far south side of Chicago but have
now lived “Up North” for 40 years.
How long have you lived in OIP and who is in your
household?
My beautiful wife Madelyn (also a south side
transplant) and I moved to Old Irving Park in 1988.
Work outside of OIPA?
I spent the last 20 years as director of security at a
Caesars Entertainment Inc.casino in Elgin, Illinois.
Prior to that I spent 26 years with the Chicago Police
Department, primarily in the detective division where
I investigated violent crimes.
Favorite Local Business?
The Booze Hound is what a neighborhood bar looks
like to me. There is a story behind the name. Stop by
and friendly owner Steve Schorsch will explain.
Breakfast drink of choice?
Plain old coffee.
Interests/hobbies?

Dave Ryan pictured with his wife Madelyn.

Profession you would have if given a “do over”?
I regret missing so many family events due to
work. I would choose a profession that did not
require working nights, holidays and weekends.
Last book you read?
Tales of the South Pacific. There is no escape from
the dream of escape.
Craziest thing you’ve ever done?
The Statute of Limitations prohibits me from
answering this question.

My wife and I like to travel. We recently returned from
a trip to Italy and Portugal. Next up is New Zealand.
I have always wanted to visit Pitcairn Island. However
the chances of that are as remote as the island itself.

History with OIPA?

Favorite things to do outside?

New to the board. N/A

I love to walk around the neighborhood. I am always
amazed at how much more you see when walking
than when driving.

Hope for the future of OIPA?

2 | October 2022

Longtime observer.
Favorite part of serving on the board?

Chicago faces many serious challenges. I hope
OIPA is able to contribute towards their solutions.
It’s important.
Old Irving Park Association

www.oldirvingpark.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

2022 Adopt a Green Space – Fall Update
— Adrienne Chan, OIPA President
OIPA has six “mural planters” and 16 in-ground planting
beds on Irving Park Road that were maintained over
the warmer months. As in previous years, we asked
neighborhood residents and businesses to “adopt” one
or more of these plots and take care of plant upkeep
and trash clean-up. This summer, all the garden spaces
were adopted by members of our community!
We held a contest again this year for the In-ground
Garden Beds. “Before” pictures were taken in May. The
Irving Park Garden Club reviewed the in-ground garden
beds in June and August to determine which beds earn
bragging rights (at least until next season).

This year’s winners are:
Winner: Best Overall
Yoest Family (S8) — A perennial favorite and past
winner in several categories, this garden never
disappoints. It always appears well-tended and tidy.
“Small and sweet,” as the judges described it, this
garden also benefited from a pop of color from the
red impatiens.
Honorable Mention: Design
Team Kilbourn (N6) — A repeat winner in this
category from last year, judges said this garden has
a nice variety of plantings that held up well from
early spring to late summer, and they appreciated
the milkweed plants for the monarch butterflies.
Honorable Mention: Creativity
Michelle Skoropistsev (N8) — This garden delighted
the judges with its variety of plants, colorful
annuals, artful touches, and pinwheel-decorated
4 | October 2022

trees. Judges appreciated that It was very welltended and completely unique.
Honorable Mention: Color
Team Kilbourn (N7) — Pink rose bushes give this
garden the pop of color needed to brighten the
parkway and capture the judges’ attention. It has a
nice mix of annuals and perennials to keep the color
going all season.
Honorable Mention: Most Improved
The Residences of Old Irving Park (S1-6) — This
summer the in-ground gardens fronting the
Residences of Old Irving Park was greatly improved.
Judges applaud the homeowners association for
transforming this parkway from lackluster to
stunning. Well done!
Thank you to all of our sponsors for the 2022 Season:
• Andrea Guthmann
• Eileen Stern
• Chicago’s Pizza
• Kelly Construction & Design
• Billy & Jess Navin
• Team Kilbourn (4000-4100 blocks)
• Michelle Skoropistsev
• Maureen & Jon Miller
• Urban Wellness
• Berman Subaru of Chicago
• Residences of OIP
• The Yoest Family

Old Irving Park Association

www.oldirvingpark.com
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT
Summarized Minutes of the Board Meeting on September 6, 2022
Submitted by Nicholas Frank, Board Member
Meeting commenced at 7:39 p.m.
Attendees: Meredith O’Sullivan, Adrienne Chan, Lynn
Ankney, Merry Marwig, Scott Legan, Colleen Kenny,
Michael Cannon, Annie Swingen, and Nicholas Frank.

Treasurer’s Report
Lynn Ankney presented the Treasurer’s report for the
month ending August 31. The report was unanimously
approved by the Board of Directors.

Starting Balance

August 1, 2022
$56,979.84

Receipts (e.g., Membership/
Advertising)

$5,430.95

Disbursements (e.g., printing
costs, insurance, charitable
contributions)
Ending Balance

$1,759.00

$60,651.79

OIPA Membership
OIPA’s membership renewal season began at the
end of August. Meredith O’Sullivan provided the
membership updates. OIPA members signed up for
auto-renewal are set, but at the meeting time, there
were still 259 single-year memberships that had not
renewed. Instead of receiving a newsletter this month
those households will receive only an email reminder
to renew. The board also decided to encourage OIPA
membership on Facebook, highlighting a few of the
many benefits of being an OIPA member.
6 | October 2022

Speaking of OIPA membership benefits, there
was more discussion about an upcoming All-Star
Cocktail Party tentatively scheduled for May 5,
2023. If you are an OIPA member considering
upgrading your membership to the All-Star level
or a neighbor who is not yet an OIPA (All-Star)
member, let this event be the encouragement you
need to join today!
The board also discussed another party coming up
before we know it, the annual OIPA Holiday party.
More details about the date, location, and a charity
drive component to come.

Board of Directors
OIPA Director elections take place during the
September General Membership Meeting.
Candidate statements were published in the
September newsletter. The board revisited our
roles and responsibilities conversation during the
August board meeting and discussed the gaps we
will need to fill in the coming year.
One of OIPA’s roles as a civic organization is
neighborhood engagement. In celebration of
this, the board discussed organizing the second
annual Halloween decoration contest. Last year
the coveted Golden Pumpkin Award was bestowed
on one lucky household, and this year will be
no different. This year’s award will be designed
by a couple of board members’ partners! Full
disclosure, they did not know they had volunteered
to design the Golden Pumpkin Award at the time of
the meeting.

Old Irving Park Association

OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT
Old & New Business
39th Ward Business: No new updates.
45th Ward Business:
• Irving Park Road Reconstruction: The project is
underway. At the time of the meeting, the milling
of the street’s surface had begun, but no new
project timeline updates had been shared.
• Grayland Metra Bridge Reconstruction: The
board has received a few neighbor inquiries
about Milwaukee Avenue closures. At the time
of the meeting, no definitive closures had been
communicated by CDOT or MTA.
• The Northwestern Medical Center: The foundation
work has been completed, and the building’s
vertical rise is underway. The board briefly
discussed the traffic study completed during
this project’s planning stage. We brainstormed a
few ideas to calm traffic around the project site
considering the other projects (IPR reconstruction
and the Milwaukee Avenue train bridge
replacement) taking place at the same time as
this project.
• Peoples Gas Site Redevelopment: Several local
news outlets have shared updated project
renderings on social media. The developer has
shared no new information at this time.
• Gertrud Kolmar Park Update: The dedication of
Gertrud Kolmar Park by the Chicago Park District
will be held on Thursday, September 22, at 2 p.m. In
attendance will be a member of Gertrud Kolmar’s
family traveling all the way from Australia, the
Mayor and other elected officials, students from
Belding Elementary and Schurz High Schools, and
multiple other dignitaries.
The board discussed preparations for the upcoming
www.oldirvingpark.com

OIP Board Member
Merry Marwig stands
next to the newly
installed Kolmar
Park sign at the
rededication event on
September 22.

dedication event, including the need for volunteers
to spread mulch on Friday, September 9, purchasing
and planting of a Memorial Tree commemorating
the dedication, and logistics for the visit of Gertrud
Kolmar’s great-grandson.
Openlands Tree Planting: No date is scheduled for
this event focusing on OIP streets north of Irving Park
Road, but it will likely be pushed into spring 2023.
OIP Murals: The new gateway mural on the south
side of Irving Park Road just west of Kolmar Ave is
complete! There was great community involvement
throughout the design and painting processes.
Upcoming Meetings
General Meetings:
•	October 10, 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Ghost Stories in the Garden & Alderman Invites
•	November 14, 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Senator Rob Martwick & Rep. Lindsay
LaPointe
Board Meetings:
• October 3
• November 7
The OIPA board of directors meeting ended at 9:05 p.m.
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting

on September 12, 2022, 7 p.m. — Nicholas Frank, Board Member

W

elcome back! After the summer break, OIPA
Board President Adrienne Chan kicked off
the formal part of September’s General
Membership meeting at 7:15 p.m. The meeting’s
scheduled start was 7 p.m., but because attendees
were mingling and enjoying wine and cheese,
including the OIPA All-Star branded red blend from
Meta Wine, the decision was made to postpone the
start time formality to foster neighborly interaction.

Board Elections
The September General Membership meeting is always
the time for OIPA board elections. This year the board
director positions are up for election, alternating years
with the officer positions. The directors running for
reelection were Colleen Kenny, Merry Marwig, Anne
Swingen, Meredith O’Sullivan, Michael Cannon, and

Welcomes
Adrienne welcomed new and first-time meeting
attendees on a beautiful summer night in the garden
at St. John’s Episcopal Church. She asked for a raise of
hands from those new to OIPA meetings. There were
seven first-time neighbors who introduced themselves
and shared which OIP block they lived on. Thanks to
all the firts-timers and old timers for attending the
meeting and getting involved in your neighborhood!
Pictured above from left to right, Meredith O’Sullivan, Michael
Cannon, Adrienne Chan, Colleen Kenny, Merry Marwig, Dave Ryan
and Annie Swingen. .Photo by Anna Sobor
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Old Irving Park members raise their hands in favor of the
directors running for reelection and new board member. Photo
by Kathleen Kearns.

Old Irving Park Association

OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
new board member Dave Ryan. President Chan invited the
directors on the ballot to the front and called the vote. Since
these are uncontested elections, the slate was presented
and voted up for another term by a quorum of Old Irving
Park Association members.

Green Space Awards Announcment
Next, Adrienne invited Claudia Hine, President of the Irving
Park Garden Club (IPGC), to talk about the Adopt a Green
Space program. OIPA sponsors Adopt a Green Space each
year and asks neighborhood businesses and individuals
to volunteer to care for the 12 curbside garden beds along
Irving Park Road. The IPGC nominates judges each year
Continued on 10

www.oldirvingpark.com

Irving Park Garden Club President Claudia Hine announces the
Green Space Award Winners. Photo by Kathleen Kearns.
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting on September 12, 2022 — Continued from page 9
to walk the beds two times during the season and
present awards in early September in the following
categories.
• Winner - Best Overall
• Honorable Mention - Design
• Honorable Mention - Creativity
• Honorable Mention - Color
• Honorable Mention - Most Improved

Mural Update
Next, OIPA member Anna Sobor announced the new
gateway mural on the south side of Irving Park Road
west of Kolmar. Over 70 volunteers took part in this
project in two days. Arts Alive Chicago designed,
and Novak Development and Novak Construction
funded the gateway mural. If you have not yet walked
past this beautiful addition to our neighborhood, we
encourage you to do so soon!

For more information about the Adopt a Green Space
program and this year’s winners, see [page 4].
Presidents Hine and Chan congratulated the winners
and invited neighbors to adopt a garden bed next
year. A few larger garden beds west of Kolmar on the
North Side of Irving Park Road have not been adopted
in previous years. These beds present an opportunity
for individual neighbors to volunteer a couple of hours
each summer season on their schedule to pull weeds
and beautify these spaces as a community—more
information to come next year.
Mural on the Irving Park
Metra Viaduct south wall
(roughly 4600 W. Irving
Park Rd).
Day one saw more than
50 volunteers and almost
100 feet of painted wall
worked on!
Above, Cyd Smilie puts the
finishing touches on the
mural.
See more photos on pages
30 & 31.
Photos courtesy of Arts Alive
Chicago and Anna Sobor
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT
Door Prizes Galore!

Kolmar Park Update

Finally, the moment that
everyone was waiting
arrived, door prizes!
Colleen Kenny and Lynn
Ankney presented the door
prizes and the benefits of
All-Star membership. The
door prizes were included
in the OIPA All-Star swag
bag this year. We gave
away a 2022 canvas
bag, OIPA-branded picnic
blanket, frisbee, thermal OIPA member, Toni Pieczonka
holds on to her prize frizbee.
bottle, and an insulated
sleeve for a bottle of wine or beverage of choice.

Before Adrienne Chan dismissed the meeting, board
member Merry Marwig gave updates about Kolmar
Park improvements. As many of you know, the park
has been successfully renamed Gertrud Kolmar Park.
After two years of hard work spearheaded by Merry, a
celebratory event is scheduled on Thursday, September
22, at 2 p.m. to dedicate the park. In attendance will be
the only surviving member of Gertrud Kolmar’s family,
traveling all the way from Australia!

www.oldirvingpark.com

The meeting wrapped up at 7:36 p.m. Many neighbors
stayed and enjoyed the rest of the night in the St.
John’s Garden, visiting and celebrating our amazing
neighborhood.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | LaVilla Restaurant

LaVilla Restaurant Celebrates
Its 50th Anniversary

A

LaVilla has meant a
lot to many people.
Thousands of first dates,
engagements, weddings,
and special occasions.

n Old Irving Park staple is celebrating a significant milestone. LaVilla
Restaurants and Banquets is celebrating its 50th Anniversary. In
1967, Salvatore Canale ventured out from the small town of Altavilla
Milicia in Sicily and embarked on a journey to Chicago with his wife, son,
and daughter. Salvatore dreamed of bringing a piece of his background to
Chicago and sharing it with others.
In 1972, he opened a small carry-out establishment at 4004 W. Addison and
called it La Villa. Salvatore took pride in his pizza and enjoyed entertaining
the neighborhood kids by flipping pizza dough in the window. After
outgrowing the Addison location, in 1976, Salvatore relocated the business
to its current location on Pulaski.
S ince its original opening, La Villa has expanded from a small carry-out to a
restaurant, including La Strada, catering, and hosting many parties in one
of the two banquet areas. Salvatore had his hands in the business until the
age of 82. He was proud to pass his recipes and success to his daughter
Christina and family, who have continued offering customers authentic
Italian food and helping others create memories.
The iconic restaurant is celebrating its anniversary with a dine-in special
from October 18 through November 6.
The ambiance, service, and of course, the food keeps people coming
back. LaVilla has a long tradition with the neighborhood and beyond. It
has meant a lot to many people. Thousands of first dates, engagements,
weddings and special occasions have been celebrated here. Families with
their young children come here, and then those children get married and
have their kids, and then they bring their kids, and they bring their parents.
who are now grandparents.
Make sure you stop by this neighborhood treasure.
LaVilla Restaurant & Banquets is located at 3638 N. Pulaski. Visit www.
lavillabanquets.com for more information.

History of LaVilla courtesy of ther website www.lavillabanquets.com.
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Family owned & operated for over 50 years!

Join Us to Celebrate
Our 50th Anniversary
October 18 – November 6, 2022

50th Anniversary
Dine-in Special

Purchase one entree or pizza and get
50% off the second entree or pizza.
Buy one entree or pizza at regular price and receive 50% off
the second entree or pizza of equal or lesser value. Buy one get
one 50% off is only valid for dine-in from October 18 through
November 6, 2022. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

• Delicious homemade Italian cuisine
• Banquet Facilities from 20 up to 230 people
• Delivery/Pick-up from 10am all week long
• Open for lunch at 10am, Tuesday – Sunday
• Catering services to your home or office

Dining Room Hours

Monday: Dining Room closed,
take-out and deliveries from 10am –10pm
Tuesday – Thursday: 10am – 10pm
Friday – Saturday: 10am – 12am
Sunday: 10am – 10pm

LaVilla Restaurant & Banquets
3638 N. Pulaski
(773) 283-7980 | www.lavillabanquets.com
www.oldirvingpark.com
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Halloween
THE OLD IRVING PARK ASSOCIATION

3RD ANNUAL

Hi Neighbors!

It’s October, and the Halloween decorations
are slowly going up in Old Irving. Like last year,
OIPA will hold a decorating contest.
Nominate yourself or anyone else whose
Halloween decorations you admire by sending a photo
and information to hello@oldirvingpark.com.
Photos submitted will be posted on the OIPA Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/oldirvingparkassoc).
The winner is chosen by popular vote. Voting ends on
10/23/21, one minute before midnight.
All homes located in the Old Irving Park
neighborhood are eligible to enter.
And, yes, there will be a prize for the winner!

14 | October 2022

Old Irving Park Association
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Gertrud Kolmar Park
Kolmar Park Rededication Ceremony
Draws OIP Residents, Students ,and
Civic and Community Leaders

T

he rededication ceremony of Kolmar Park in memory
of 20th-century author and poet Gertrud Kolmar was
attended by city and community leaders, students
from Schurz High School and Belding Elementary, and
neighbors of Old Irving Park. Paul Chodziesner, who lives
in Australia and is Kolmar’s great-nephew, traveled to
Chicago for the ceremony. The ceremony comes five
months after Park District officials unanimously approved
the rededication request and almost two years since
residents began the efforts.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot unveils the cover of the new sign at
Gertrud Kolmar Park in Old Irving Park at the closing of the
dedication ceremony on September. 22, 2022.

The neighborhood effort received backing from dozens
of residents and organizations, including State Sen.
Sara Feigenholtz, State Rep. Jaime Andrade; the Illinois
Holocaust Museum, and the Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial
Museum in Poland, and Dank Haus, the German-American
cultural center. Also, Block Club reporter Ariel ParrellaAureli should be recognized for keeping the Kolmar Park
rededication story alive in the news.

Paul Chodziesner,
relative of Gertrud
Kolmar, expresses
his gratitude at the
rededication ceremony
for Gertrud Kolmar Park.
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Pictured with Mayor Lori Lightfoot are Chicago Park
District Board of Commissoners Modesto Valle, vice
president (L), and Myetie H. Hamilton, president. In back
are Daniel Egel-Weiss, Merry Marwig (hidden), State Rep.
Lindsey LaPointe, State Senator Sara Feigenholtz, Paul
Chodziesner (relative of Gertrud Kolmar) and Chicago Park
District General Superintendent and CEO Rosa Escareno.

Photos by Kaitlyn Keely.

Old Irving Park Association

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Gertrud Kolmar Park
Rabbi Shoshanah Conover (at podium)
closes the ceremony with an inspiring and
moving prayer.

Representatives from
3D Baking pose with Mayor
Lightfoot, holding a bag of
delicious artisan bread. 3D
Baking, located across the
street from Kolmar Park,
had a table of free samples
of their artisan breads, rolls,
and buns.

Neighbors left yellow ribbons with
messages of peace on the fence at the
rededication ceremony.

More than 100 people attended the rededication ceremony.

www.oldirvingpark.com

October 2022 | 17

RECIPES FROM THE BOARD & MEMBERS

CREAMY CASHEW
PUMPKIN SOUP
From LovelyLittleKitchen.com
submitted by Merry Marwig

Ingredients:
• 1 Tablespoon oil or butter (or both)
• 1/2 Onion, chopped
• 1 Teaspoon kosher salt
• 1/4 Teaspoon freshly ground pepper
• 2 Cloves garlic, peeled and minced
finely
• 4 Cups chicken or vegetable broth
• 15 Ounce can pure pumpkin puree
(unsweetened)
• 1/4 Teaspoon ground turmeric
• 1/2 Teaspoon dried basil leaves
• 1/4 Teaspoon ground cumin
• 1/2 Cup roasted, salted cashews plus
extra for garnishing
• 1/4 Cup roasted, salted pepitas for
garnish
• Dried parsley for garnishing (optional)
Photo by Monika Grabowska on Unsplash
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Instructions
• In a large pot over medium high heat, sauté onions in oil
and butter until they are soft and translucent. Season
with salt and pepper. Add minced garlic and cook 1-2
minutes more.
• Turn heat down to medium low, and add chicken or
vegetable broth and pumpkin to the pot, and stir to
combine. Add turmeric, basil, and cumin. Let come to a
gentle simmer, stirring occasionally.
• Add 2 cups of the soup and 1/2 cup of cashews to a high
powered blender. Be very careful to vent the top of the
blender so that pressure can escape as it is blending!
Blend the cashews and soup until smooth and creamy
(about 30-45 seconds). If you want your soup to be very
smooth in texture, you can blend the rest of the soup (in
batches as needed). If you want a little bit of texture from
the onion pieces, just add the creamy cashew mixture
back into the pot and stir to combine.
• Taste the soup and season with additional kosher salt
and pepper as needed.
• Ladle into bowls, and garnish with pepitas, chopped
cashews and parsley if desired.
Old Irving Park Association

www.oldirvingpark.com
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OIPA | ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS
October Birthdays
Tim Alexander
Jonathan Ankney
Dorothy Barrett
Bridget Bauman
Leslie Becksted
Megan Beseth
Sara Bishop
Heather Boran
Jacob Boyd
Katie Brandt
JR Cadawas
Kate Cain
Gayle Christensen
Brittany Churukanti
Mary Czarnowski
Maire Dempsey
Patrick Driscoll
David Evaskus
Cristina Evaskus
Chris Faris
Kurt Fries
Cate Hall
Katie Himmel
Tracy Hoffmann
Michael Hulett
Sophia Jugo
John Kaufmann
Sarah Kessler
Jennifer Kotecki

Peggy Krischer
Felix Lopez
Deborah Maron
Leslie McGreevy
Kati McKelvey
John McKernin
Maureen Miller
Jonathan Miller
Nancy Munsterman
Leanne Neurauter
Vernon O’Donnell
Rachel O’Mara
Linda Parker
Maria Pfeifer
Emily Plagman
Jennifer Rood
Beth Ruark
Juan Salinas
Samantha Schmitz
Alice Sheets
Jason Simon
Maile Solis
Megan Stride
Gregory Ward
Kelly Williams
Kinsey Wolf
Sara Yoest
Martin Yorath
Chrysa Zhupa

October Anniversaries
Michael & Elizabeth Basile
Leslie & Blake Batterson
Laura & Joshua Boggioni
Meridith & Michael Cannon
Adrienne & Chris Chan
Barbara & Stephan Cohn
Phoebe & Chris Craig
Alisun DeKock & Richard Liu
Jarod Dixon & Christina Fuhrman
Dan & Courtney Funkhouser
Susan Gidley & Phil Timberman
Jorge & Illeana Gomez
Dennis Gragert & Jennifer Vidis
Kristin Gross & John Nicewick
Claudia & T. J. Hine
Jill Hopke & Peter Eckels
Pete Jurgeleit & Carolyn Morehouse

Tonnia & Mike Koehler
Dawn & Shawn LaFleur
Kathryn & Burke Lesher
Lauren & Felix Lopez
Mark & Cindy Malin
Kati McKelvey & Alex Murphy
Jaime & Mark Murray
Margaret & Vernon O’Donnell
Margaret O’Donoghue & Frank Smith
Laura & John Ozog
Cynthia & Jose Rivera
Rob & Victoria Ross
Beth & John Ruark
Kiki & Brad Schotanus
Midge Stocker & Diana Clegg
Marc & Mary Sussman
Kyle Tondo-Kramer & Christina Edson

• a KidOCTOBER
•b
Birthdays
Madeline Andrews
Austin Bebart
Winston Greene
Luca Hackleman

Cade Linnemeyer
DJ McCallion
Hannah Ruark

•h

Pet Luna (cat in Gomez family)

Is your birthday or anniversary missing from
this list? Not sure if you provided your info
in your renewal form? If so, please contact
Meredith O’Sullivan at membership@
oldirvingpark.com or 773-551-4533, so she can
add your name and dates to the list.
20 | October 2022
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OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
Prepared by Tom Brandt

(C) = Court Approved (F)= Foreclosure Sale (S) = Short Sale

Single Family

Attached Single Family

4007 W. Grace............................... $498,000
3834 N. Milwaukee Ct., #8........ $596,500
4345 N. Kildare............................. $620,000
3823 N. Kildare............................. $770,000
3707 N. Lowell.............................. $1,607,500

4229 N. Keystone, 2E.................. $128,000
3946 N. Lowell, 109..................... $138,000
4342 N. Kedvale, 2C..................... $145,000
4343 N. Kedvale, 202.................. $145,000
4146 N. Kedvale , 3B.................... $158,000
4240 N. Keystone, 2E................... $174,500
4105 N. Keeler, 1F......................... $185,000
4106 N. Keystone, 2E................... $265,000

2-4 Units
4341 W. Addison........................... $477,700

Put your car in
the right hands.
When it’s time to service your vehicle, trust Grace Automotive
to handle all your needs. We are in the neighborhood.
OUR SERVICES

“For over 15 years, Stan has earned
my business with excellence,
integrity and promptness.”
– Bart, happy customer

• Standard & Regularly Scheduled
Maintenance
• Oil Changes
• Brakes, Steering & Suspension
• Electrical Systems Repair
• Emission Systems Repair
• Transmission
• All Makes & Models

Grace Automotive
Serving Irving Park Since 1980
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• Free written estimates
• Honest & Professional Service
• Accept check, cash and credit
card payment

HOURS
• Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.
• Saturday: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

CALL US: 773-545-6770
3756 North Pulaski Road | Chicago, IL 60641

Old Irving Park Association
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

Marie O’Neill and Nicolas Garza of Outlier
Farmstead are the featured speakers
at the Irving Park Garden Club’s October
meeting. Photo provided by Marie O’Neill.

Going Organic

Y

— Claudia Hine

ou can grow flowers or you can grow food, but
why not do both? Many members of the Irving
Park Garden Club enjoy planting their own herbs
and vegetables and appreciate having the opportunity
to control how their food is grown.

They distribute their crops through a website, the
People’s Market, and a local neighborhood market.
Nic and Marie also foster native plants and wildlife
while remaining as close to a zero-carbon footprint as
possible.

City dwellers may not have the advantage of acres of
farmland, but we still have many of the same issues as
farmers do. How do we build our beds, amend our soil,
manage pests, keep chickens, and schedule crops?

IPGC members will learn how to start their own
transplants, make compost, plan crops, and manage
pests and disease. They also will have an opportunity
to purchase fresh produce at the meeting.

To help answer some of these questions, IPGC has
invited Nicolas Garza and Marie O’Neill of Outlier
Farmstead, a small farm in Bloomington, Indiana, to
speak at its October meeting. The couple broke ground
with their first crop, garlic, in 2019, and have been
growing a wider array of vegetables ever since.

The October meeting is Saturday, October 22, at
10 a.m., at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner
Ave. Although our formal presentation is for members
only, we invite the community to come out to purchase
fresh, organic produce at the farmstand, which will be
setup in the garden.
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB
An International Adventure
In September, the club took a daylong bus trip to
Rockford to see the Anderson Japanese Gardens.
We had a guided tour of the Hoichi Kurisu-designed
landscape to view how the use of stone, water, and
plants can be structured to inspire “calm, renewal,
discovery, and an invigorated soul.”
The group then had lunch at the Stockholm Inn,
known for its Swedish heritage and hospitality,
before heading back to Chicago.
The Anderson Japanese Gardens covers 12 acres in Rockford, Illinois.
Photo by Claudia Hine.

Hands-On Tasks

[Thank you and an abundance of gratitude to
Claudia Hine for organizing the Japanese Gardens
trip. It was a delightful and beautiful day.]

Want To Know More?

In August, member Debbie Maher taught us how to
fashion wreaths from the dried flowers, vines, and
plant materials in our yards. It was great fun, and our
creations were each as unique as their makers.

Contact Claudia Hine at claudiahine@icloud.com
for more information. Visit us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/IrvingParkGardenClub.

Also in August, VP Mike Basile led a group of volunteers
to spruce up the Tripp Garden. Members cleaned
up litter, cut back and thinned out perennials, and
added new plants. Mike has contacted Ald. Gardiner
to arrange for the removal of a big tree in the garden
that, sadly, is dying.

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Saturday, October 22 & Thursday, November 17

Left: Debbie Maher leads
a hands-on class in
wreathmaking. Photo by
Claudia Hine.

Right: Gayle Christensen
works in the Tripp Garden
in August. Photo by Mike
Basile.

www.oldirvingpark.com

Check the Garden Club
member newsletter for
meeting & event details.
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DINING ADVENTURES IN OIP & BEYOND

Discover Harding Cafe — Claudia Hine

H

as the closing of the Golden Nugget left you
looking for a new local restaurant when you
have a taste for pancakes? Then take a short
jaunt east to Harding Cafe, 4347 N. Harding Ave., and
discover this nearby year-old gem.

Perhaps omelettes are your thing. Choose from the
Veggie, Denver, or Spanish Omelette, served with
potatoes and toast. The Harding Breakfast Sandwich
is ham, scrambled eggs, arugula, and pepperjack
cheese on French toast bread.

You can order the Buttermilk Pancakes with
strawberries, chocolate chips, or bananas, but why
not try the Vanilla Peach Pancakes, served with
fresh peaches, peach jarabe, powdered sugar, and
vanilla-infused mix? Or the Oatmeal Banana Pancakes
featuring fresh bananas, powdered sugar, cinnamon,
vanilla, rolled oats, and banana-infused mix.

The steak and eggs option features at 8 oz. rib
eye. Other specialties include Chilaquiles, Huevos
Rancheros, and a Breakfast Burrito. All delicious.
And then there’s lunch. Burgers, sandwiches,
and salads are available. The kid’s menu is
chicken tenders, grilled cheese, eggs, and silver
dollar pancakes.

So, who’s behind
this local gem?
Harding Cafe is family-owned by
Jose and Maura Ruiz (pictured at
left). Chef Jose has 30 years of
experience in the food industry,
having trained and worked at 312
Chicago [restaurant] in the Loop.
Your hostess and server is Jose’s
wife, Maura, who will take great
care of you, and when you’re a
regular, will have your beverage of
choice waiting for you when you arrive.
Residents of Humboldt Park, the couple chose
the West Walker neighborhood for their business,
opening in the midst of the Covid pandemic, when
312 Chicago had to close its doors downtown.
Delicious dishes, healthy options, and fresh
ingredients are the reasons why Harding Cafe
has survived.
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DINING ADVENTURES IN OIP & BEYOND
The restaurant is open
Monday through Friday
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
Saturday and Sunday
hours are 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. Visit hardingcafe.
business.site for more
information and a
complete menu. Location:
4347 N. Harding Ave.

Happy Harding Cafe customers pose for a post
breakfast photo (Left to right: Steve Starr, Kaitlyn
Keely and Laura Marie Sanchez). Photos by Kathleen
Kearns and Gonzalo Mendiola.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SEWER SERVICE& REPAIR

30

CIRCLE
SEWER

YEARS OF
SERVICE

CITY & SUBURBS
Commercial & Residential
For a Free Estimate Call
MEMBER OF THE
BETTER BUSINESS
BUREAU

773-227-0978
ASK FOR JOHNNY

5108 W. BERENICE
Senior Citizen Discounts

www.oldirvingpark.com

FULL SERVICE
• We Open All Drains
• Catch Basins Cleaned
& Repaired
• Bathtubs, Toilets
Laundry Tubs Opened
• Power Rodding
• Flood Controls
Repaired & Installed
• Sump Pumps Cleaned
& Installed
• Tree Root Removal
• Frozen Pipes Thawed

UNDERGROUND
CAMERA FOR DAMAGE
DETECTION

October 2022 | 27

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Keeler Gardens

Keeler Gardens Celebrates Recognition— Gina Iliopoulos

Keeler Gardens

K

eeler Gardens is proud to celebrate our most
recent win in the 2022 Chicago Excellence in
Gardening Awards (CEGA). We celebrate with
another winner in our community, Jan Jones, and
congratulate Maureen Taylor for her honorable
mention. We were honored with another award sign
for our post at the awards ceremony on September
24 at Wild Blossom Meadery and Winery.
“The Chicago Excellence in Gardening Award are
Chicago’s only citywide gardening honors recognizing
the hard work and creativity that make our city
healthier, more beautiful, and more sustainable.
They support the pride gardeners take in our
neighborhoods and help us build our communities.”
Categories include ornamental, vegetable, container,
and specialized gardens for small and large residential
buildings, schools, and organizations, and separate
categories for community gardens and urban farms.
The contest is open to residents of the City of Chicago.
Keeler Gardens was honored with the CEGA
award twice, in 2018 and 2019. All Chicagoans
28 | October 2022

are encouraged to enter this free and citywide
competition, tell your garden story, and include
images. Judges review every application and visit
every finalist garden.
In response to the pandemic, CEGA reported: “Safety
came first, and we decided not to send judges out
to gardens in person. Instead, we launched the CEGA
60-Second Garden Video Challenge. For two years,
our judges stayed home, and gardeners submitted
60-second videos that we posted on YouTube. The
winners are decided by popular vote, and more than
19,000 people viewed the videos.”

Garden of Maureen Taylor
Old Irving Park Association

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Keeler Gardens
In 2022, the CEGA returned to the original in-person
awards program. CEGA plans to broaden their reach to
every ward and neighborhood in the city.”
Keeler Gardens is so grateful for the efforts
CEGA puts forth to honor contributions to our
communities. Congratulations to all the winners!
For information about the CEGA guidelines, visit
chicagogardeningawards.org.
Keeler Gardens is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
improving the health and sustainability of urban community
life through environmental experiences, supporting diversity
and youth development, and building a love of nature. Visit
us at 3631 N. Keeler Ave., our website KeelerGardens.org, or
contact Keeler Gardens at Gina@KeelerGardens.org.

www.oldirvingpark.com

Garden of Jan Jones
Photos provided by Keeler Gardens
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Gateway Murals

How to paint a neighborhood mural!

1.

	Have the best person in Chicago to handle and lead the
project—Cyd Smillie, mural artist and President of Arts
Alive Chicago, a 501(c)3 based in Chicago responsible for
over 50 public murals, ten community mural events, and
multiple public art participation events.

2.
3.
4.
5.

	Recruit volunteers, then organize 70 volunteers of all
ages to become muralists.
L ead volunteers to paint more than 100 feet of mural wall
in two days.

6.

F ine tuning and detail work completed in one week by
said mural artist Cyd Smillie.
E ncourage the community to view this extraordinary
visual gateway to Old Irving Park and Portage Park (4600
W. Irving Park Rd).
E xtend gratitude to all who made the murals a
reality. Special thanks to Novak Construction and the
Six Corners Association, who partnered with OIPA
to beautify this viaduct. And big thanks to all the
volunteers. And to Cyd Smillie for her creative mastery.

Photos by Anna Zolkowski Sobor. Photos of final mural and thank you panel by Cyd Smillie.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Neighbor Focus

Young Reader Enjoys Local News — Jill Hopke

Y

oung OIPA member Malcolm Eckels is a big fan of all
things “neighborhood” themed. His favorite shows
are “Mr. Rogers Neighborhood” and “Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood.” On our block, he has been known to run up and
down, jumping on the grass and yelling, “I’m a neighbor!” as he
greets our nearest neighbors.
When the latest OIPA
newsletter arrived in our
mailbox, Malcolm was excited
to read all about the ice cream
social he attended and enjoyed.

He calls the newsletter the
“Neighborhood Book” and has
even read it in bed, among
a pile of his other current
favorites, in the evenings and
mornings. We have gone into
his room on occasion to find
him perusing the latest OIPA News. Mostly reliving the famed ice
cream social, I believe.

Photos by Jill Hopke and Peter Eckels

Call for Contributions
We welcome individual article submissions
for the newsletter! A few ideas:
– Give a shout-out to a kind neighbor.
– Did you recently visit a local business or restaurant? Then share
your experience.
– Write a fun story about our neighborhood or a fond memory.
– Share your knowledge on a topic.
– Share a photo (please include photo credit).
Guidelines: For editorial submission guidelines see page 44 for full
details.
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ken kenklopackart.com

Color Your October
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

MAP Begins Its 16th Year! — Liz Mills

T

he Magic After-School Place (MAP) kicked off
its 16th year on August 22 with the beginning
of the CPS school year. MAP serves children
in kindergarten through 8th grade at Murphy and
Belding schools. With 30 students enrolled and space
for more, we’re looking forward to a fun and enriching
school year. Rebecca Haneberg returns as our
program director, as well as Laurie Paliga. New this
year are Emily Anderson and Saffron Krause. With
a sliding scale tuition structure based on income,
MAP is a valuable partner for working families of
all income levels who need a safe place for their
children to go after school. The program meets in
the Irving Park Lutheran Church gym at Harding and
Belle Plaine. Registration information is available at
carlsoncommunityservices.org/programs/magicafter-school-place/registration-and-tuition/. Contact
Rebecca at mapdirector@carlsoncommunityservices.
org for more details.

Three Brothers Garden Chair Lizz Bisesi (left) bids farewell to
Garden Intern Claire Lyons after a successful summer season.
Photo by Liz Mills.

Three Brothers Garden News
Despite challenges from four-legged pests, Three
Brothers Garden continues growing strong! Through
early September, we’ve donated 235 lbs. of beets,
lettuce, carrots, tomatoes, green beans, squash,
and radishes to the Irving Park Food Pantry. We’ll be
harvesting fall crops in the garden every Tuesday
through the end of October from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at 4107
N. Pulaski, next to the IPLC parking lot. All are welcome,
including teens needing service hours. If you’d like to
receive our email notices, send your contact info to
lizmills@carlsoncommunityservices.org.

Carlson’s Trivia Night
The Magic After-School Place (MAP) kicked off its 16th year. MAP
is staffed by Saffron Krause (left) Program Director Rebecca
Haneberg, Laurie Paliga and Emily Anderson and serves Belding
and Murphy schools.Photo by Liz Mills.
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Save the Date for Carlson’s Trivia Night Saturday,
October 22. This popular event will be in-person
for the first time since 2019 at the IPLC Gym!
For more information about Trivia Night, visit
carlsoncommunityservices.org/events.
Old Irving Park Association

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services
Golf Outing Fundraiser
Thanks to the golfers, hole sponsors, raffle prize
donors, and helpers who made Carlson’s 2022 Golf
Outing a success! Thirty golfers enjoyed a beautiful
day at Edgebrook Golf Course, had loads of fun, and
helped us raise $4,000 for Carlson programs.
Thanks to our generous hole sponsors: The Fish Guy,
Free Range Insurance, CrossFit Chisel, Pastor Erin
Bouman, Marcy Sherrill, Attorney Michael Jordan,
The Cabin, Gardens at The Cabin, Blu Commercial
Cleaning, Verizon Business, and Uncle Bobby’s Tavern.
Congratulations to Steve Mills, Michael Jordan, Rick
Reschke and Bill Sherlock (pictured below) on their
tournament win. Thanks to the many volunteers who
contributed raffle prizes and helped with the event!

St. Viator’s 8th grader Sofia (right) earns service hours at Three
Brothers Garden. Mom Sylvia pitched in too! Photo by Liz Mills.

Have vegetables to spare from your
home garden?
Bring your surplus vegetables to Three Brothers
Garden on Tuesdays before 6 p.m. now through the
end of October. Place your donations on the table
under the pergola. Veggies will be brought to the
Food Pantry Wednesday morning for immediate
distribution to Food Pantry clients.

Enriching Lives | Carlson Community Services connects the Irving Park community with programs that enrich lives
through education, culture, and service. For more information, visit carlsoncommunityservices.org or contact Liz Mills
at 773.398.6766 or lizmills@carlsoncommunityservices.org. Follow us on Facebook or sign up for our newsletters at
carlsoncommunityservices.org if you’d like to stay informed about all that is happening!
www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

Viator Vibrations — Sara Yoest
Cheer on the Eagles Cross County Team

W

ith over 30 runners competing this season,
the St. Viator Eagles Cross Country team has
been soaring! The team will run in two final
regular season meets in early October before the
sectional meet on October 8. We expect to have a solid
finish to the season.

The St. Viator Rec Center is bustling with
basketball!
• Our 4th – 8th-grade boys and girls basketball
teams kicked off their seasons this month, and the
march to the Chicago Catholic Youth League (CCYL)
championships has begun!
• Itty & Bitty Basketball, for our PK4 – 3rd-grade
hoopsters, also started in late September. This
program focuses on developing basic basketball
skills, FUNdamentals , sportsmanship, and
teamwork.

BINGO is back!
Join us at the Rec Center for a fun-filled night of Bingo
on October 14. Doors open at 7 p.m., Bingo begins at
7:30 p.m. Beer & wine will be available for purchase.
Bring your own food and snacks. Watch our Facebook
page for more details on this adult-only event.

Photo by Sara Yoest

Halloween Fun

Please save the date for our 2nd annual Trunk or Treat
Halloween event on Saturday, October 29. The event
will take place 2–5 p.m. in the St. Viator Parking lot.
Enjoy candy, food, drinks, crafts, music, games, a
costume contest, and more! Tickets required.

The Best Way to Get to Know Us Is to Visit!
Contact Marge Tiritilli in the school office at mtiritilli@stviatorchicago.org or call 773-545-2173 with questions regarding
admission for the 2022-23 school year or schedule a private in-person tour.
www.stviatorchicago.org | Follow us on Facebook: St. Viator Elementary School and Parish, Chicago
36 | October 2022
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry

Pantry Coat
Drive Begins
in October
Thank you for everyone’s
continued support that
allows us to continue our
mission of being “Neighbors
Helping Neighbors!”

T

his month, the Irving Park Food Pantry will begin
its annual coat drive and is asking its supporters
to donate new and lightly used winter coats so
that our clients in the 60641 and 60618 ZIP codes can
help their families prepare for the cold weather.
We will begin giving out coats mid-month and continue
into November, with the final distribution on November
16th. We accept winter coats, hats, scarves, mittens,
and other cold-weather gear. Please do not donate
sweaters, sweatshirts, boots, or other clothing.
Deliver donations to:
• 16th District—Jefferson Park Police Station,
5151 N Milwaukee Ave.
• 17th District—Albany Park Police Station,
4650 N. Pulaski Rd.
• Big Helpers store, 4184 N. Elston Ave.
(10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday).
• Disney II Magnet School, 3815 N. Kedvale Ave.
(Inside Main Entrance, 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.)
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Photo above: Renee Linnemeyer arranges coats to provide to
clients during the Pantry’s 2021 drive. The program will run from
mid-October into November this year. Photo by Craig Shutt

• Disney II Magnet High School, 3900 Lawndale Ave.
(Inside Main Entrance, 8:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m.)
• Irving Park YMCA, 4251 W Irving Park Rd. (Drop box
in the lobby)
• Jet’s Pizza, 3951 N. Kimball Ave., (Drop box in
waiting area)
• J.T.’s Genuine Sandwich Shop, 3970 N. Elston Ave.
(Closed Mondays)
• Old Irving Brewing Company, 4419 W Montrose Ave.
(Noon to 10 p.m.)
• Front porch at 3822 N Tripp Ave. (Anytime)
Other drop-off points will be announced on our
Facebook page. If you have a large donation or
want to run a drive to gather coats, please email
info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org for suggestions or to
arrange delivery.
Old Irving Park Association

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry
Rachel Kimpton of
Bricktown Farms
shows off some of
the seedlings the
group donated to
the Pantry in August.
Lisa Hendricks, who
coordinates our garden
program, coordinated
donations and helped
give them to clients.
Photo by Craig Shutt

Grateful for Your Support
Thank you to Chicago Hope Pantry, which serves a large
area around us, for donating nearly 1,000 disposable
masks for our clients. Thanks also to Alderman
Samantha Nugent, who donated a large supply of KN95
masks for our volunteers.

DoorDash’s Project Delivers
The Pantry Client Services Coordinator Elvia Esparza is
working with DoorDash’s Project DASH (DoorDash Acts
for Sustainability & Hunger) to provide free delivery of
food orders to 20 additional homebound clients each
month. The drivers take the bags we make up to each
client’s door. The Pantry is one of the few in the area in
the program, and we hope to expand it as we work out
the logistics.
Client Services
Coordinator Elvia
Esparza looks over
some of the 100+ bags
of groceries the Pantry
put together for new
homebound clients
starting in August.
Photo by Craig Shutt

Thank you to Merchant Park Community Garden and
Three Brothers Garden, run by Carlson Community
Services, for doing weekly
harvests of herbs and produce
for the Pantry all summer.
Thanks also to Bricktown
Farm for donating seedlings
for clients and to the small
farms that donate for our
Wednesday distribution after
the Lincoln Square Farmers
Market on Tuesday. They
include Compean & Sons, Dotson’s Farm, and Lafevor
Farm & Greenhouses.
We appreciate all the donations to provide clients with
fresh produce and ways to grow their own!

State Representative Lindsay LaPointe and a
few of her staffers stopped by the Pantry to talk
with Executive Director John Psiharis and see our
operation in August. They stayed to volunteer for the
rest of the morning. Photo by Craig Shutt

Article submitted by Craig Shutt (773-282-3627; craigshutt@ameritech.net). John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park
Community Food Pantry. Email: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, | www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org.
www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

The Buzz at Belding

— Michele Stefl, IB Coordinator

One Team, One Dream

B

elding’s school-wide theme for the new school
year is “One Team, One Dream.” Belding teachers,
staff, and administration are happy to be back
to work with their “joyful, inquisitive learners who
care for and contribute to the world.” Belding is
also pleased to announce that Mr. Arman Cortes
has moved into the Assistant Principal position.
He states, “I am excited to begin this new journey
with the Belding community. Belding has been my
home for over five years, and I am excited about the
opportunity to take on this new leadership role. As the
Assistant Principal, I can still be around our wonderful
students every day and continue to work with the
amazing staff and community of Belding. I look
forward to sharing my enthusiasm and passion for all
our students’ wellbeing and the continued partnership
with the Belding community to create positive and
engaging school experiences for our students.”

Our Mission The Belding
community works and dreams
together to inspire, cultivate and
engage the hearts and minds of
our diverse students, families and
staff.
Belding Elementary School
4257 North Tripp Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60641, 773-534-3590,
beldingelementary.com

Are you curious to see what Belding
Elementary has to offer your child?
Principal Mandi Cohen and Assistant Principal
Arman Cortes set aside one morning each month to
give tours to interested parents. Tours begin at 8 a.m.
in the main office. Tours are an excellent opportunity
to learn more about our school and the Belding
community. Upcoming tour dates include October 11
and November 15.

Photo by Adam Winger on Unsplash
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Private Tutor
Available
• Certified CPS Teacher
• Reading and Math K-6 Grade
• Wilson Trained
• Excellent Credentials

PAGNI
E N T E R P RISES

Irving Park location
Ms. Novic: 773-540-3169
emilaja@aol.com

Advertise with Us!
The OIPA News is distributed to
approximately 600 area residents, in
addition to surrounding neighborhood
groups and elected city officials.
10 ISSUES PER YEAR
We publish ten issues per calendar year
(omitting January and July).

SPECIAL PERKS
Also, if you are a newsletter advertiser, you
will be prioritized on our email blasts and
Facebook posts. We have over 6,000 online
followers. Our monthly post can reach up
to 24K, and our post engagement is usually
15K. That means consumers see and
engage with our Facebook posts!
The advertising rates are amazingly
reasonable. To place an ad visit www.
oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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C A LCalendar
E N D A R of E V E N T S
Events
OIPA NEWS

SUBMISSION
DEADLINES
Advertising:
First Tuesday
of the month
General Editorial
Submissions:
First Thursday
of the month

October
10	OIPA General Meeting | Ghost Stories in the Garden & Alderman Invites | 7 p.m. at St.
John’s Episcopal Church
15	Electric Vehicle Car Show at United in Faith Lutheran Church | 1–3pm | Hosted by
United in Faith Lutheran and St. John’s Episcopal | hybrid and electric vehicles in the
back parking lot between 6525 & 6535 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago
22	4th Annual Schurz Schuffle | 9–11 a.m. | Schurz High School, Start at Frank Preo
Athletic Field | A neighborhood 5K fun run/walk/Schuffle through the Old Irving Park
neighborhood. Register at bit.ly/schurzshuffle.
22	Carlson Community Services Trivia Night, 7 p.m. | Irving Park Lutheran Church Gym,
4057 N. Harding Ave. | carlsoncommunityservices.org/event

November
14	OIPA General Meeting | Senator Rob Martwick & Rep. Lindsay LaPointe | 7 p.m. at St.
John’s Episcopal Church

October Frolly
Q: What are two
witches living
together called?
A: Broommates.

Q: What makes trick or treating

with twin witches so challenging?
A: You never know which witch is which!
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Enjoy these jokes from connoisseur of funny—
OIPA Board Member Merry Marwig.

Q: Why are graveyards so noisy?
A: Because of all of the coffin!

Q: Where does
dracula keep
his money?

A: At the blood bank.

Q: What do
skeletons order
at restaurants?

A: Spare ribs.

Old Irving Park Association

2022-2023 OIPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
Joining or renewing your membership is easy with our online membership form at www.oldirvingpark.com/
join-us. If you don’t have access to our online membership form, please complete the form below.
We like to celebrate our members in our newsletter. Birthday and anniversary information is optional. If you
wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary page in the newsletter, you must provide the information
annually to be included (adults members and spouses/partners only).
This is a: n New Membership

n Renewal

n Gift Membership

NAME (FIRST/LAST)

BIRTH MONTH

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST)

BIRTH MONTH

ANNIVERSARY MONTH
CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)
CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)
ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

TELEPHONE
E-MAIL 		

ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS
expire August 31
and are due by
September 1.

E-MAIL 2

Membership Level
(per household)

In area
DUES

Out of area Benefits
DUES

Standard

$25

$42

Senior (Age 65+)

Membership dues
Good Neighbor
received after May 1
will be applied to the
following year
Neighborhood All-Star
membership.

Monthly meetings, newsletter delivery, member/
spouse and anniversary published in newsletter,
ice cream social event, holiday event

$15

$32

Same as Standard membership

$75

$92

Standard + kid/pet birthdays in newsletter and
OIPA tote bag

$150

$167

Good Neighbor + admission for two to an exclusive
OIPA cocktail party

GIFT MEMBERSHIP: Simply complete the form above or the online form with your neighbor’s name(s) and address. You may
not know their birthday/anniversary info. That’s okay – we’ll follow up with them. If purchasing a gift membership online:
Please indicate “this is a gift subscription” in the final box titled, “Special Instructions.”
SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO: Old Irving Park Association, c/o Lynn Ankney, OIPA Treasurer, 4313 N Keeler Ave, Chicago, IL 60641.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: Old Irving Park Association OR join/renew online: oldirvingpark.com/join-us
www.oldirvingpark.com
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Contribute to the OIPA News | SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
All members are welcome to submit letters, photos, and articles for publication. Ten newsletters are
produced annually (newsletters are not published in the months of January and July. We extend a heartfelt
thanks to everyone who continue to submit articles, photos and purchases ad space for the newsletter.
We look forward to hearing from you. hello@oldirvingpark.com.

General Submissions

Advertising Submissions

Community Calendar, Articles & Photos

• Purchase ad space and upload your ad at:
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad

• P lease send articles and calendar items as a Word
document or in an email or Google doc. Include the author’s
name, company or organization (if applicable), and contact
information in the document. If you have an event for
inclusion in the calendar (regardless of whether or not you
mention it in your article submission), please specifically
note it when submitting your article. If submitting images,
please include photo captions and photographer credit.
• 400 words maximum without photos, 300/325 with photos
and captions.

• AD SIZES: Full Page: 6.25” X 7.5”
Half Page: 6.25” X 3.75”
Quarter Page: 3” X 3.75”
• ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum 300 dpi)
gray scale; jpg, PDF, or eps.
Microsoft Word files are NOT acceptable.

Submission Deadlines

• Submissions as Links to websites or Facebook are NOT
accepted.

• Advertising: First Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m.

• Articles should be information-based and should not
contain advertorial content. Bylined articles should be written
in third-person, unless the submission is an opinion piece
or a personal story. Byline includes the author’s name,
business name and contact info. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR
NAME IN THE DOCUMENT.

• Materials SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be held
over to the next month’s issue.

• Photos and images should be provided as separate
files. We cannot use photos or images that are embedded
or placed in a Word document. We need the original
image file.
• Photos should be accompanied with photographer credit
and a caption(s). If submitting photos for an article, please
include captions and photo credits in the same document
as your article.
• If your files are too large to email, please use https://
wetransfer.com or Dropbox Transfer. You can send several
files at a time using either platform.

• General Submissions: First Thursday of the month by 5 p.m.

• Send your contributions to: Kathleen Kearns at k.kearns@
kearnsdesign.com. Please include “OIPA submission“ in
the subject line of the email. Also include the category of
the item you are submitting—advertisement, article or
community calendar.
NO JANUARY OR JULY ISSUES.

SUBMISSION DATES

2022

Publication Month

Advertising

General

November

10/4

10/6

December

11/1

11/3

• The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
Information printed in the newsletter may be reproduced
with Old Irving Park Association cited as the source.
Opinions in this publication do not necessary reflect the
official position of the Old Irving Park Association.
44 | October 2022

Old Irving Park Association

www.oldirvingpark.com
FB: oldirvingparkassoc

OLD IRVING PARK NEWS
Old Irving Park Association
4313 North Keeler Ave
Chicago IL 60641

3RD ANNUAL

THE OLD IRVING PARK ASSOCIATION

Halloween
See page 14 for details.

