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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Message from the
Incoming President

— Dan William

Dear 0ld Irving Park Neighbors,

I am honored to introduce myself as the new
President of the 0ld Irving Park Association
(0IPA). Having served on the board for the
past two years, | am both humbled and
excited to continue building on the great
work we have accomplished together.

Before joining the board, | founded and
continue to lead the Keep OIP Clean
initiative, where neighbors come together
to care for our public spaces. This effort
recently helped OIPA secure a state grant
that strengthens our ability to beautify
our community. During my time on the
board, | also led a project to account for

all businesses in 0ld Irving Park, which we
intend to publish as a resource to highlight
and support our local business community.

As President, my goals are clear:

- Work closely with business owners to
expand local services and options.

- Continue and grow our neighborhood
cleaning and beautification efforts.

- Support and expand community events
that bring neighbors together.

- Collaborate with elected officials to
address long-standing issues.

0ld Irving Park is already a vibrant and strong
community, but we are poised for even
greater growth. To achieve this, | will ask
each of you to lend your support, time, and
ideas wherever possible. Community success
is built on participation.

I am also excited to share that shortly,

we will launch the Block Ambassador
Program, which will extend our cleaning and
beautification efforts into every area of 0ld
Irving Park. This initiative will strengthen
neighborhood pride block by block.

Thank you for your continued commitment to
our community. I look forward to serving as
your President and working alongside you to
make 0ld Irving Park an even better place to
live, work, and gather.

Sincerely,

Daniel William
President, 0Id Irving
Park Association

2 | November 2025
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Message from the
Incoming Vice President

— Jake Berger

‘m very excited and honored

to have been elected for

a two-year term as 0IPA's
Vice President, to continue
the great work OIPA has been
doing in our neighborhood,
and to hopefully expand
0IPA's impact and footprintin
our neighborhood.

By way of background, | have lived in Old
Irving Park since 2019 with my partner,
Molly, and since August 2024, our one-
year-old daughter, Sloane. | have also
served on 0IPA's Board of Directors since
April 2024, and | have been involved in
Keep OIP Clean's beautification work since
early 2020. Even in the six short years |
have lived in the neighborhood, we have
experienced many positive changes and
challenges as a community.

In my view, one of the biggest issues we face
as a neighborhood is filling the numerous
vacant storefronts and commercial spaces
on Irving Park Road, Elston Avenue, Montrose
Avenue, and other commercial corridors in
the neighborhood. These vacancies create
several problems for our neighborhood,
including issues with the neighborhood's
property tax base, cleanliness, and

beautification challenges. Furthermore,
these vacancies contribute to an overall
blighted appearance on blocks, which may
discourage people from moving here and
businesses from opening or relocating.

As Vice President, my priorities will be to
collaborate with the Board and community
stakeholders to expand the OIPA business
directory, foster stronger relationships with
local chambers of commerce, and work
together to attract local businesses to fill
some of the vacant storefronts. In addition,

I look forward to supporting and expanding
incoming OIPA President Dan Williams'
beautification efforts through Keep 0IP
Clean and other initiatives, including the
forthcoming Block Ambassador program.
Our primary goal is to make 0ld Irving

Park the best possible neighborhood for
raising a family, attending school, and
conducting business, and to foster increased
engagement and relationships between 0IPA
and the community.

I look forward to working with OIPA's
membership, the Board, and the community
to increase OIPA's impact in the community
and to continue making 0ld Irving Park a
great place to live, attend school, and work.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Where did you grow up?

Dubai, UAE. | came here as an international student to
the University of lllinois-Urbana Champaign

How long have you lived in 0ld Irving Park and who is
in your household?

Since April 2022 with my wife, Samantha and our kids
Sophia (6] & Joshua (3). I've been living in Chicago
since 2006

Work outside of 0IPA?

Private Equity

Favorite local business?
0ld Irving Brewery, great beer and even better food

Breakfast drink of choice?
Plain old water

Interests/hobbies?

Travelling the world, coaching kids sports and anything
else the kids drag me into

Favorite things to do outside?

Watching live sport, especially Cricket, Soccer and F1

Profession you would have if given a "do over"?
Professional athlete

What was the last book you read?

Too many “Elephant and Piggie" that my kids are
obsessed with right now

Craziest thing you've ever done?

Dragged my three-month old around Europe to watch
the Cricket World Cup

Justin Antony with his wife Samantha and children Sophia &
Joshua. Phato povided by Justin Antony.
Your History with 0IPA?

I've been involved with the Parents Committee for the
last 3 years, organizing our neighborhood Spring Egg
Hunt, Halloween parade and other events

Favorite part of serving on the board?

New to the board, looking forward to making a positive
impact!

Hope for the future of 0IPA?

To continue the great work that 0IPA has been doing
and make OIP the best neighborhood in the city to raise
a family!

4 | November 2025

0ld Irving Park Association



| “w/
@ dld Irulng Park .

. HOLIDAY
St/w// | and Dinner

Check out holiday decorations with us: .

and stay for a special dinner for OIPA membgers:-

DECEMBER 14TH @ 4:30PM .

St John’s Courtyard - 3857 N Kostner

4:30-5:15pm
Kids Holiday Music Show
OLD IRVING PARK Complimentary hot cocoa
ASSOCIATION

mmwmhm

and holiday treats
Photos with Elsa and Olaf

5:15 - 6 pm Lights Stroll with a visit to Mrs Claus

) 5 45 - 7:45 pm OIPA Holiday Dinner - for OIPA Members
s RSVP REQUIRED -

Questions? hell’o@oLdirvingpark.com
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

\S

summarized Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
on September 30, 2025 — Nicholas Plagman-Frank, 0IPA Secretary

Meeting Scheduled for 7 p.m. via Zoom
Meeting Started: 7:02 p.m.

Attendees: Lynn Ankney, Justin Antony, Jacob Berger,
Adrienne Chan, Colleen Kenny, Meredith 0'Sullivan,
Nicholas Plagman-Frank, and David Ryan

Ambassador / Zoning

« Chicago, Bike Grid Now - Bike Grid Ordinance
Support Request

The Board reviewed a request from Bike Grid

Now to add OIPA's name in support of proposed
City Council legislation that would establish a
network of safe residential streets prioritized for
pedestrians and cyclists. After a brief overview of
the group and some initial questions, the Board
agreed to hold off on making a decision until it
could review the full ordinance. A respanse will
be sent asking for the actual ordinance language
before revisiting the request.

Community Engagement

« Chicago Community Contacts

The Board discussed a community contacts
resource created by 0IPA member Michael Neault,
which compiles city resources and key contacts.
The group agreed it would be useful to link the
document under the “Community Partners”
section of the OIPA website. They also decided to
collaborate with Neault on formatting adjustments
to ensure it displays cleanly online as part of our
new website (planned for Spring 2026).

« Alley Mirrors

Updates were shared regarding interest in alley
mirrors. While responses from neighbors had been
collected, no next steps had yet been taken. A
spreadsheet of interested parties was reviewed,
and the Board agreed that specific private property
mounting locations need to be identified before
moving forward. The original project proposer will
be asked if they are willing to lead the effort to
contact interested residents and confirm viable
installation locations. OIPA will then allocate funds
for hardware and labor.

Community Dinner - Fundraiser for Keep OIP Clean
Initiatives

The Board reviewed the menu and pricing options
from Community Tavern. Given the short planning
window, the idea was tabled until next spring or
fall, when more time can be devoted to details such
as pricing, menu, and venue.

+ Holiday Party

Planning for the annual OIPA holiday party began,
with an emphasis on aligning it with the Parent
Committee's Holiday Walk. Board members
volunteered to contact St. John's Episcopal Church
about using their hall, coordinate staffing, and set
up a Google reservation form to track attendance.
While there was a brief discussion about inviting
non-members for a fee, it was not pursued further,
as member reservations typically fill the hall to
capacity and often require a waiting list.

Continued on page 8
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Vanguard

Plumbing and Sewer

SUPERIOR PLUMBING SERVICES

773-633-6139

WE SPECIALIZE IN: LT S -

P Sy — YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Faucets FAMILY-CWNED PLUMBER,
Hot Water Heaters SINCE 2010

Tankless Water Heaters

Garbage Disposals

Clogged Drains \\ //

Ejector/Sump Pumps

Battery Backup Systems C?“ Now !
Low Water Pressure Problems Receive $2_5 OFF
Water Booster Pumps any service.

First time OIPA

Gas Line Installation And Leak Repairs customers only.

Sewer Power Rodding And Jetting
Sewer Camera /// \\

CHECK OUR REVIEWS AT:
www.vanguardplumbingandsewer.com

vanguardplumbing@gmail.com
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

\S

Summarized Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting on September 30, 2025, continued from page

#Membership
+ Premium Membership Art Prints

Colleen shared that a mock-up of coasters
featuring artwork by Mary Foster is in progress at
the printer. The Board reviewed projected costs and
lead times once the proofs are approved. They also
discussed offering framed prints of Mary's seasonal
artwork for purchase by members who want to
collect all four designs. Tasks were assigned to
Board members to move this forward.

Upcoming Meetings
- General Meeting - Wednesday, November 12

The Board reviewed suggested topics from
members for the November general meeting. They
agreed to reach out to potential speakers and move
the rest of the planning conversations offline.

+ Board Meetings

With new leadership and shifting schedules, the
Board discussed adjusting monthly meeting dates
beyond the traditional “last Monday of the month."
Potential October and November dates were
identified, and a poll will be circulated amongst the
board to select dates that maximize attendance
going forward.

Newsletter

- The team reviewed deadlines and content for
the November issue. Upcoming pieces include
introductions from new Board member Justin
Antony and new officers Dan William and Jake
Berger, as well as an article highlighting the new
ownership at The Fish Guy.

Beautification

* Murals

- The Board reviewed the proposal and mock-up
for the "Chickens"” mural on Kostner Avenue, as
well as recommendations to return the aerosol
mural at the Pulaski CTA station entrance to
the city's care. They also reviewed the current
mural budget from DCEO funds, with no
changes expected.

- Abrief discussion followed about including
0IPA branding and logo on murals, with a
reminder to stay within city guidelines for size
and placement.

- The Positive Babel mural under the Metra
Union Pacific North viaduct has been
completed. The Board discussed final
reimbursements to artist Tony Passero. It
was noted that this mural has already been
tagged once. The board has leftover paint and
will make paint repairs if necessary.

« In-ground & New Concrete Planters

The Board discussed schedules for fall planting in
existing in-ground beds and the arrival of new 0IPA-
branded concrete planters. Planting in the beds is
set to begin on October 3, while the new planters
are expected to be installed in October and filled
with winter displays in November. Board members
volunteered to take before-and-after photos for
future newsletters.

- Letter to Union Pacific Railroad

A draft letter to Union Pacific was reviewed and
approved with minor edits. The letter highlights
community investments in maintaining clean

8 | November 2025
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

viaducts and murals, with the long-term goal strong income from membership renewals and

of encouraging the railroad's partnership in reimbursements from DCEO for state grant-funded
supporting these efforts around their neighborhood expenses. Disbursements included newsletter
properties. design and publication, the Keep OIP Clean, the

. . Parents Committee, and mural projects.
Administration .
A motion to approve the report was made by
« Treasurer's Report Adrienne, seconded by Jake, and passed by the Board.

Lynn presented the financial report, noting The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m

Friends of the

CROSSTOWN TRAIL

Our Community is What We Make It

Decades ago, Chicago planned a Crosstown
Expressway to cut through our neighborhoods via an
underused rail line. Residents stood together and
stopped it. Today, the train line remains—but that
same corridor could become something better:

The Crosstown Trail.

Sign the petition.
Join friends shaping

Let's transform this space into a vibrant trail, o
our community’s future.

connecting parks, schools, and neighborhoods while
inspiring us to walk, bike, and gather. By building it
tOgetherl We Create a Iegacy for generatlons to Come‘ @EFGSST(‘.W“L‘I\I arg errnssmwnc“-@cgmaul COom eurnssln-.u“lraul_c'\u

VIRTUAL TOWN HALL Hosted by Alderwoman Jessie Fuentes & Cook County Commissioner Jessica Vasquez
Thursday, November 13 | 6:00-7:30 p.m. | Online (Zoom link to come)

Please attend. Your presence will makes a difference. Simply showing up shows Chicago leaders that our community
cares deeply about the Crosstown Trail. Register for the meeting at: https://bit.ly/Crosstown-TownHall.
Visit crosstownchi.org for information and to sign up to receive updates.
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Lieser Counseling Center

www.liesercounselingservice.com

3950 N Lowell Ave.

i

ARG

1
1

T

e - : (= ) NEW TO
- i . : ¥ - OLD IRVING
PARK!

EXPERIENCE TRANSFORMATION

WE ARE HERE TO GUIDE YOU TOWARDS HEALING AND HOPE, CONFIDENCE AND PEACE OF
MIND, AND MORE JOY AND FREEDOM IN YOUR LIFE!

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, TRAUMA INFORMED CARE, EMDR FOR TRAUMA, NEURODIVERGENT
CARE, HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS AND COUPLES WORK, FAMILY AND ADOLESCENT CARE,
LGBTQIA POPULATION, LIFE TRANSITIONS, SPIRITUAL DIRECTION, AND FINDING MORE
MEANING AND PURPOSE IN WHATEVER STAGE OF LIFE YOU ARE IN!

CONTACT US FOR A FREE 15 MINUTE CONSULTATION

LIESER COUNSELING

M ADMIN@LIESERCOUNSELINGSERVICES.COM

SERVICES 1 (773) 706-8277

® WWW.LIESERCOUNSELINGSERVICES.COM
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Family owned & operated for over 50 years!

- Delicious homemade Italian cuisine
- Banquet Facilities from 20 up to 230 people
- Delivery/Pick-up from 10am all week long
- Open for lunch at 10am, Tuesday - Sunday
- Catering services to your home or office

Dining Room Hours

Monday: Dining Room closed,
take-out and deliveries from 10am -10pm

Tuesday - Thursday: 10am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday: 10am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 10pm

LaVilla Restaurant & Banquets
3638 N. Pulaski
(773) 283-7980 | www.lavillabanquets.com

www.oldirvingpark.com November 2025 | 11



OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

summarized Minutes of the General Meeting
September 10, 2025—submitted by Nicholas Plagman-Frank, OIPA Secretary

Meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. at the St. John Episcopal
Church Garden

Meeting Started: 7:06 p.m.

Board Members in Attendance: Justin Antony, Lynn

Ankney, Jake Berger, Adrienne Chan, Nicholas Plagman-

Frank, David Ryan, and Anne Swingen

The 0ld Irving Park Association kicked off its first
public meeting of the year with a warm, social evening
in the garden at St. John's Episcopal Church on Kostner
Avenue. About 45 neighbors came out to enjoy wine,
light refreshments, and plenty of good conversation
with one another, OIPA board members, and a strong
showing of local elected officials.

OIPA Director Adrienne Chan opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone—Ilongtime members, first-time
attendees, and representatives from three aldermanic
ward offices, the State Representative and Senator's
offices, and even the U.S. House of Representatives. To

g
Alderperson Ruth Cruz (30th Ward)

State Senator Rob Martwick

break the ice, Adrienne invited newcomers to introduce
themselves, and six neighbors shared their names and
blocks before the evening's program began.

The first half of the meeting gave space for elected
officials to share updates with the community.
Speaking in turn were:
- Alderperson Jim Gardiner (45th Ward), joined by
staffer Brandon.
- Alderperson Sam Nugent (39th Ward), joined by
staffer Katherine.
- Alderperson Ruth Cruz (30th Ward), joined by
staffer Jason.
- State Senator Rob Martwick, joined by staffer
Claire.

- Claire McNicolas from State Representative Lindsay
LaPainte's office.

- Cameron Cook from U.S. Congressman Mike
Quigley's office.

Alderperson Sam Nugent (39th Ward)

12 | November 2025
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Afterward, it was time for 0IPA's biennial officer Treasurer Lynn Ankney shared news of grant funding
elections. Adrienne introduced the slate of directors for beautification, including new planters along Irving
running for two-year terms: Park Road, fresh murals, and restoration of existing
- Dan William - President murals Alderperson Ruth Cruz was thanked for leading
(succeeding Michael Cannon) the charge on the Positive Babel mural restoration, and

OIPA Director David Ryan earned special appreciation
succeeding Scott Legan) for serving as the go'-between with artist Tony
o Passero—volunteering countless hours to help
- Lynn Ankney - Treasurer (continuing in her role) the team get set up, prep the site, and make sure
- Nicholas Plagman-Frank - Secretary everything was ready for painting to begin.
(continuing in his role)

- Jake Berger - Vice President

Although the formal program wrapped up at 7:42 p.m.,
The membership gave a unanimous vote of confidence,  the evening didn't end there—neighbors lingered in
officially seating the new officers. the garden to catch up with friends, chat with their
elected officials, and enjoy the welcoming atmosphere

The meeting closed with updates on some exciting that makes 0ld Irving Park feel like home

neighborhood projects. Adrienne, David Ryan, and
Photas by Lynn Ankney, Anna Sobor and Laura Marie Sanchez.

Gateway i each i | Now Enrolling
Montessori

Develop your child’s potential

» Ages 15 months through Elementary
« Beautiful, bright new building
» Regular informational tours

4041 N. Pulaski Rd, Chicago, IL 60641
773.539.3025 + info@gatewaymontessorischool.org

GatewayMontessoriSchool.org

Accredited through age 12 by the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI)
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OIPA | Anniversaries & Birthdays
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November Birthdays

Hakeem Abiodun Claudia Hine Diana Powers : :
Sarada Amani Marie Hoffman Kerrin Quezada : Quinn ChuruKanti
Ahmet Arsan T.K. Horeis Jose Rivera Maren Cicere
Elise Baros Kevin Huang Diane Roels : . :
Michael Brownell Margaret Jahn Franco Sambataro : Stellen Goetzmger :
Rob Buckley Therese Jezuit Will Sanders Lily Horvath
Shalini Campbell Gudrun Jocis Brad Schotanus ¢ Griffin Lynch
Michael Cannon Janice Jones Kara Spak Wes McDowell  :
Jonathan Cernak Javier Jugo Aimee Starck : , :
Adrienne Chan Bridget Kedzierski Joseph Stypka Clark ODonnell
Patrick Cicere Jeffrey Kessler Brad Toth Rylan Pitts
John Coli Robert Kleisch Carlos Touza Rhys Reuter
Jim Covert Mike Koehler Eric Uskali Sonia Sanders
Mark Dillon Lowell Krischer Ranya Verson
Meghan Doetschman Roger Leshinsky Justin Ware Alex Wolf
Maureen Durkin Jeff Linnemeyer Karen Wehrle Andrew Wolf
Taya Fallen Kathy Lucki Kenneth West . .
Sean Fleming Ed Maher Dawn Wu
Dan Funkhouser Peter Makielski Peter Wukowitch . . :
Michael Giese Ben Mania Matt Young Pet Blrthdays
Curtis Giszczynski Charles Martinez Melanie Zech :  Apollo thedog :
Steve Goetzinger Kris Nielsen Gus ArvanitaKis
Carolyn Goldschmidt Margaret 0'Donnell Daisy Pitts

Jose Gomez
Maria Brandao Gomez

Katy Pizza

o®®%000cc0cc000000000000,

! KID BIRThDAYS

eoe

.

. .
®ec0cc0cccc00ccc00000000®

Nicholas Plagman-Frank

November Anniversaries

Mike & Stacey Blaha

Heather & Chris Boran

Virginia & Jonathan Cernak

Molly Clayton & Dipeshwar Grewal
Jean & Chris Faris

David & Laurie Gibson

Bob & Janice Jones

Mary Kane & Nate Tovo

Is your birthday or anniversary
missing from this list? You can
confirm or edit your household
information on our website. Go
to oldirvingpark.com and hover
over Membership and then click
on Membership Assistance. You
will be asked to enter the email
address associated with your
membership account.

William Lachman & Gregory Ward
Peter Lugten & Jane Peterson

Debbie & Ed Maher

Nancy Munsterman & Richard Tetrault
Randall & Susan Patke

Sarah & Patrick Ryan

Erin & Meni Sarris

Kara Spak & Steve Warmbir
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¢ STEPHANIE CUTTER GROUP @

AN COLDWELL BANKER REALTY SN

HOME
SELLING SEMINARS

Learn About:

Scan to Register!

* Prepping a Home for Sale
» Determining Home Value
* Timelines

« Maximizing Multiple Offers [
» Closing Costs
» Commission
* Downsizing

COLDWELL

HOME
BUYING SEMINARS

Learn About:

Scan to Register!

» Typical Timelines

» Buyer Representation
« Estimated Closing Costs g
» Financing

» Attorney Review
« Inspection

+ Condo Association Review

www.stephaniecutter.com | Cell: 312-965-9600 | stephanie@stephaniecutter.com

{CUT+COLOR} {NAILS}

EST.

XOX HAIR STUDIO

JEFEERSON'RARK
*

1991

CHEER

4458 N. MILWAUKEE CHICAGO, IL 60630
CALL 773.777.9997 | XOXHAIRSTUDIO.COM

{FACIALS}

" a'
min m“__lflﬂ. iy
5

{WAXING}

309% Off
Products!

(Excludes Holiday Packages
Expires12/31/25)

Gift Sets

Shop our new 2025
holiday gift sets!
‘Shop until 12/31/25

Gitt Cards

Purchase $100 Gift Card
| & Receive a BONUS -

$20 Gift Card!

(in stare or online until 12/25/25)

{MAKEUP}

XOX HAIR STUDI



IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

LET THE CELEBRATIONS BEGIN

— Claudia Hine

meeting of the year in November. We will host

a holiday potluck supper for our members on
Thursday, November 20, at 7:00 p.m. at St. John's
Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner Ave.

The Irving Park Garden Club will hold its last

We'll be celebrating the upcoming holidays and
another successful season of sharing—not just our
perennials and vegetables, but our community spirit
and institutional knowledge as well.

This was most recently demonstrated in September.
That's when four of our members conducted an Ask
the Experts panel discussion to impart their collective
100+ years of gardening experience to a roomful of
attendees eager to get their questions answered.

This year, our panel included Sarada Amani, Denise
Hlad, Gina Iliopoulos, and Maureen Taylor. The
meeting was so successful, the club plans to make
the panel discussion an annual event, inviting new
experts each year.

Sleeping Beauties

This fall, as the trees lose their leaves and the gardens
tend to look a bit shabby, we ask you to consider what
aneat and tidy garden really is: A space devoid of
shelter for bumble bees, mason bees, and so many
other pollinators. Why not rethink the way you see
your yard—these shabby-looking gardens are sleeping
beauties in disguise.

-

President Debbie Maher (center) conducts our Ask the Experts panel discussion in September, featuring Sarada
Amani, Denise Hlad, Maureen Taylor, and Gina lliopoulos. Photo by Claudia Hine.

16 | November 2025
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

Leaves the Leaves
& Save the Stems!

Leaving things a little wild
helps provide habitat for

bees, butterflies, moths, &
other beneficial insects

#leavetheleaves

B E E #CAMAEIQS* U SA Photo! Xerces Society /

VE OF THE XERCES SOCIETY Kailee Slusser

Image courtesy of Bee Campus USA.

The Irving Park Garden Club joins Bee City USA, an
initiative of the Xerces Society, in encouraging you to
"leave the leaves” to help our pollinators by providing
habitat for beneficial insects. Protecting these

creatures is as easy as doing less yard work in the fall,

IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

2025 Medting Date ) 4

- Thursday, November 20

and leaving a layer of leaves an inch or two thick. This
protects insects from predators and insulates them
from the elements.

But keeping leaves in your yard doesn't have to be
messy —you can rake leaves into piles and arrange
them around trees or into garden beds. But be sure not
to shred the leaves, as this could kill any insect eggs or
larvae present.

Beyond leaving the leaves, many insects use hollow
stems as nesting sites, so keep these stalks until
spring to provide habitat. In particular, “cavity nesting"
bees, like mason bees, utilize these hollow stems.

Along with providing habitat, eliminating pesticide
use is another essential step to protect pollinators in
your yard. Many beneficial insects are very sensitive
to the lethal effects of insecticides, while herbicides
eliminate the flowers they use for food and habitat.

Home gardens can thrive without pesticides—only
two percent of insects are considered pests! The
vast majority provides important benefits like
pollination, pest control, and providing food for other
animals. So, in addition to leaving the leaves this

fall, consider forgoing pesticides and embracing the
wildlife in your yard.

Learn more at xerces.org/leave-the-leaves.

s -~

www.oldirvingpark.com
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Reintroducing

THE fisH Gw

— Lynn Ankney

Pictured at right: Will, Retail Experience Specialist,
and Johanna, Director of Retail Operations.
All photos by Lynn Ankney.

Do you know about The Fish Guy? I'm happy to report that The Fish Guy, under new
ownership as of this past spring, remains an incredible

Since 1997, this local gem has been supplying seafood  |ocal resource, with new offerings, and plans to expand.

to Chicago's premier restaurants. Those in the

know have been popping into The Fish Guy's retail What's the same

establishment at 4423 N. Elston to pick up filets of

ocean trout, prepared tuna salad, or frozen lobster People: The staff, some of whom are holdovers

stock. I've been shopping at The Fish Guy since we from Bill's crew, are super helpful, friendly, and

moved to 0IP in 2004 and was in a little bit of a panic knowledgeable.

when Bill ("the actual Fish Guy") announced plans to Product: The Fish Guy continues sourcing their

retire and sell his business. fish, mussels, lobster, etc. from the same seafood

I
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

purveyors. In the non-seafood arena, the team continues
to stock farm-fresh eggs from the same southwest
Michigan farm and The Fish Guy's "house blend" of single-
origin coffee from Colombia.

What's new

The old lunch counter holds a colorful, curated pantry
selection of tinned fish, gourmet crackers, seafood-
friendly wine, and an additional coffee offering from
locally and veteran-owned 606 Coffee.

There are plans to expand the footprint inside the shop,
reopen the lunch counter, and relaunch the loyalty/buyer
program “Aficionado 2.0".

It's wonderful to see a locally owned business change

hands while retaining the best parts of the business and The Fish Guy

expanding its products. We're lucky to have such a high- 4423 N. Elston

quality, unique business within walking distance for many www.fishguy.com

of us. Best wishes to former owner Bill Dugan, our West Hours:

Walker neighbor. Happy retirement to you! Tuesday-Friday: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Whether it's your first stop in or your first stop in a while, Saturday: 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

pop into The Fish Guy and say hello to Will, Johanna, or Sunday & Monday: Closed

anyone from The Fish Guy team.

www.oldirvingpark.com November 2025 | 19



iDS CORNE

Q: When does December '
come before November?

A: In the dictionar'y.

Q: Did you hear about the
clock that was so hungry at
Thanksgiving dinner?

A: It went back for seconds.

53OS ANYOI

Q: What do you get
when you divide the
circumference of pumpkin
by its diameter?

A: Pumpkin PI.
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OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY IN OIP

il

Attached Single Family Single Family

4015 N. Milwaukee, 516 ....5205,000 (F) 4137 N. Pulaski .........ocoeeeee.. $725,000

4248 N. Keystone, 3A......... $280,000 3843 N. Kilbourn................. $775,000
3642 N. Keeler ..o, $1,295,000

2-4 Units

Nome Prepared by Tom Brandt

(C) = Court Approved
(F)= Foreclosure Sale
(S) = Short Sale

Lvermeore
LAW @ GROUP

beyond legal

y - Formerly known as the Law Office of Meghan Stokes, we are
~proud to announce our new name: Evermore Law Group.
While our name has changed, our vision remains the same!

We're alocal, family-focused law firm helping families
protect what matters most. From planning for the future to
navigating life’s unexpected moments, we go bevond legal —
providing guidance, support, and clarity every step of the
way. A trusted, lifetime resource for you and your loved
ones.

Give us a call to schedule your free 153-minute
consultation!

e 312-800-9581

m.slokes @evermorelawgroup.com
www.EvermoreLawGroup.com
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THE TOM BRANDT TEAM

Listen to Your Neighborhood Real Estate Experts!

SOLD! - With 3 Offers in 5 Days!

NEW LISTING - Old Portage Park!
4BRs/2baths - $625,000

4119 N. Leclaire Ave.
Gorgeous Single Family Home!

KELLERWILLIAMS
REALTY PARTNERS

...We Get Results!

Rented!

4048 W. Patterson Ave., #1

NEW LISTING—SOLD OVER ASK
in 6 Days with 2 Offers!

3536 N. Nottingham Ave.
Owned in One Family for 61 Years!

The Name You Know.
The Reputation You Trust.
The Results You Deserve!

Tom Brandt 773-230-6997

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Disney Magnet School

Disney Il Magnet School
Annual Open House — eieen schneprr

Join Disney Il Magnet High School for

our Annual Open House for Prospective

Students and Families on Saturday,
November 8th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

If you would like to learn more about
the open house or sign up for a campus
tour, please visit our website at www.
disneyiimagnet.org.

Disney Il Magnet School is a PK-12th-
grade fine arts and technology magnet
school that serves students from
throughout the Chicago area. You can
learn more about Disney Il by following
us on Facebook and Instagram
@Disneyiimagnet.

= Tour the school,

« Explore our

e N
Yd@Al
Yo A ™ ScHooL

OPEN
HOUSE

including our
Dyson
Foundation
Makers Lab

competency-
based education

model A place to SATURDAY
« Learn more learn NOVEMBER

about our ’ 8TH

athletics and discover,

after-school

programming. al'ld do.. 10A'1P

» Posse Scholar

» Urban Alliance

» Chicago Police and
Fire Training
Academy

+ Dual Enrollment

DISNEY Il MAGNET
LAWNDALE CAMPUS

3900 N LAWNDALE
www.disneyiimagnet.org - REALIZE

APPLY at go.cps.edu « AP Capstone

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 773.534.5010
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Intercultural
Programs USA

Vicci Rodgers, an OIPA
member and neighbor
since 1988, went abroad
in high school to the
Philippines. Last year she

was a host mom to
David, from Germany,
who studied at Whitney
Young.

Bring culture home

with an AFS international exchange student

Embark on a cultural education experience of the
HOST AN : g

XCHANGE highest order! Learn about opening your home to
= an international exchange student and study
STUDENT abroad opportunities for U.S high school students.

STUDY Questions? Talk to a local rep about the AFS experience:
ABROAD IN Vicci Rodgers, viccirodgersafs@gmail.com
OVER 40
NTRIE NSLI - e
cou S ; FRRNSE () covx T
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Artists Book House

,L
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A Goreyesque Afternoon at Artists Book House

for something truly special: A Goreyesque Open
House on Saturday, December 13, 2025, from
2-5p.m. at 4207 W. Irving Park Rd., Chicago.

0 rtists Book House (ABH) is opening its doors

Expect a whimsical, slightly uncanny afternoon in
honor of Edward Gorey's centennial year. Guests will
enjoy light refreshments while exploring the work of
illustrator and comics artist Landis Blair, alongside
set pieces from The Uncanny Attic. You'll also get to
see a playful series of "Exquisite Corpses”—surreal
collaborative drawings where artists create different
body parts without seeing the others' contributions.

The results? Strange, surprising, and often delightful.

While ABH isn't officially open just yet, this free
community event offers a sneak peek inside the
newly renovated space—including its fresh facade

and roof, both made possible through a City of
Chicago Community Development Grant. For now,
ABH continues to host "pop-up” workshops at this
location, but the open house will give visitors a taste
of what's to come as the organization grows into its
next chapter.

Whether you're a writer, an artist, or simply curious,
you're warmly invited to join us, explore the space,
and learn how you can support ABH's mission to
make book and literary arts accessible to all.

This gathering also celebrates two important Gorey
milestones: 100 years since his birth and 25 years
since his passing—a fitting tribute for a man whose
art continues to inspire imagination and curiosity.

26 | November 2025
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ENTERPRISES

About Artists Book House

Founded in 2019, ABH is an interdisciplinary arts education
organization dedicated to teaching and promoting the literary
and book arts. We create opportunities for people of all ages
to learn, explore, and share their stories through community,
workshops, exhibitions, and events.

To learn more, visit artistsbookhouse.org

Support ABH

ABH gratefully accepts donations of money and studio
equipment. For equipment donations, contact info®
artistsbookhouse.org. To make a financial contribution, visit
artistsbookhouse.org/donate

BIG HELP IN MANY WAYS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
CABINET INSTALLATION
DECK / PORCH PAINTING
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY
BLIND INSTALLATION
LIGHTS & CEILING FANS
TV MOUNTING
Licensed - Insured - Bonded

Call us Monday — Saturday from 9AM to 6PM

F—~—T (312) 757-4420

+
m;%'::ss WWW.BIGHELPERS.COM BBB
a 24/7 Online Booking
d_.gﬂ? DONATION DROP OFF: On behalf of the Irving Park

G AR COMMLRTY Community Food Pantry Mon-Fri 10AM-4PM
Food Pantry 41s4 . Eiston Ave Chicago, IL. 60618

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

TRIVIA NIGHT - Saturday, November 15

— Sara Yoest, Executive Director, Carlson Community Services

favorite nights of the year! Join us for Carlson Community Services'

o ' o . © G et your thinking caps ready—it's time for one of the neighborhood's

o

Photo above: Winners of the 2024
Trivia Night. Photo courtesy of
Carlson Community Services.

annual Trivia Night fundraiser on Saturday, November 15, 2025, in the
Irving Park Lutheran Church gym (4057 N. Harding Avenue).

Doors open at 6:30 p.m., and trivia kicks off promptly at 7 p.m. Gather your
smartest (or funniest) friends—teams of 8 can reserve a table for $300
($325 after November 7) and compete for a $250 cash prize and ultimate
neighborhood bragging rights!

This lively evening supports Carlson's three cornerstone programs: the Magic
After-School Place, Three Brothers Garden, and the Irving Park Fine Arts
concert series. Drinks—including wine, beer, and soda—will be available for
purchase. This event is open to adults 21and over.

Join your neighbors for a fun, laughter-filled night in support of a great cause!
Register your team today at www.carlsoncommunityservices.org/events
or visit our Facebook page.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

A Bountiful Season at Three
Brothers Garden

This year, Three Brothers Garden produced nearly 500
pounds of fresh vegetables and herbs for the Irving Park
Community Food Pantry—a true community harvest!
Our tomato and cucumber plants were the stars of the
season, yielding an impressive 200 pounds each.

A huge thank-you to our incredible volunteers, who
dedicated nearly 200 hours from spring through fall
to plant, weed, water, and harvest. Thanks to their
commitment, we were able to deliver fresh produce
to the Pantry every Wednesday morning from June
through October.

Want to dig in next season?

Sign up for our email newsletter at to get updates and
volunteer opportunities at carlsoncommunityservices.
org. See you in the garden in the spring!

Photo courtesy of Carlson Community Services.

sl Carlson

R

Services
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December 14

Celebrate the season with music that warms the
heart! Join us for the second concert of our 2025-26
Fine Arts Series, Eclectic Holidays, featuring a joyful
mix of beloved classics and hidden gems—including
a special set from the American Music Theater.

The concert begins at 2 p.m. on Sunday, December 14,
2025, at Irving Park Lutheran Church (4100 N. Harding
Avenue, Chicago). Enjoy performances by vocalists
Tamara Bodnar, Christopher Richard, and Stephanie
Stockstill, accompanied by pianist Roger Bingaman.

Admission is free, and all are welcome to a festive
reception following the concert.

Come share in the spirit of the holidays with friends,
neighbors, and beautiful music!

Carlson Community Services connects the Irving Park
community with programs that enrich lives through education,
culture, and service. For more information, visit www.
carlsoncommunityservices.org and scroll to the bottom of the
hame page. You can opt-in to receive our email newsletter or

direct inquiries to Sara Yoest, Executive Director, at sarayoest@
carlsoncommunityservices.org or 312-810-3230.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry

Lend a Hand:
Make Our Thanksgiving
Program Shine!

olunteers at the Irving Park Food Pantry are
Vpreparing for our special holiday programs

for clients. In November, clients will receive
a special package of meat and fixings for a
Thanksgiving meal for their family members. The
package will be given out throughout the month
during our regular distributions on November 5th,
11th, 12th, and 19th. We'll be closed on November 26th. Mary Ann and Jim Ballard show off one of the turkeys the Pantry

IF Id like to hel tarv donati gave to clients as part of its Thanksgiving meal program in 2024.
you would fike to help, monetary donations can The Pantry is asking for donations to help purchase the sides that

be made via PayPal at www.irvingparkfoodpantry. complete the meal. Photo by Craig Shutt
org or via a check to Irving Park Food Pantry, 4256 N.
Ridgeway Ave., Chicago, IL 60618. You can mark your
donation for 'Thanksgiving' if you prefer.

on Monday mornings between 8 a.m. and 11a.m. or to
the Big Helpers store at 4184 N. Elston Ave. from

You can also donate items to help, such as canned 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. from Monday through Friday.

corn, canned mixed vegetables, canned fruit, and Donations can also be taken to the front porches at
boxes of stuffing. Donations can be taken to the Pantry 3912 N. Kenneth Ave. or 4242 N. Hamlin Ave. anytime.

~ Dan Rosenberg (second from
right], a transition specialist

y at Ridgewood High School in
Norridge, brought in seven of his
students to help at a September
distribution. During this event,
our regular volunteer Monica
(left of Dan) discovered she used
to be the kids' teacher! Photo by
Meredith 0'Sullivan

Article submitted by Craig Shutt, craigshutt@ameritech.net.
John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park Community Food Pantry, 4256 N. Ridgeway Ave.,
Chicago IL 60618 | 773-283-6296 | Email: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, | www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org.
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Thank You for Your Support

Thank you to everyone who donated to our drive to
provide clients and their families with hats, scarves,
and gloves during our October distributions. Thanks
also to all of the companies and elected officials who
provided drop boxes to help collect items. We greatly
appreciate the support for this new program and all
the support we receive to help us meet our mission of
being "Neighbors Helping Neighbors!"

September by Farmers Market Garden Center as they cleared out
their summer plantings. Photo by Craig Shutt

Julie Egeland, a volunteer at the Portage Park Farmer's Market,
delivered a huge donation—1,200 items!—collected at the
Market in late September through a program involving the
election of the market's Pet Mayor. Phato by Laura Barnes

ABOVE: Jackie Dupon made one of her
regular deliveries to the Pantry of
donations from the congregation of Ss
Viator & Wenceslaus Church. Volunteer Bob
Christensen helped bring in the carload of
groceries. Photo by Craig Shutt

LEFT: Outreach Director Betsy Melchers,
along with Carol Sheehan and Judy
Murphy, from Clarendale Six Corners senior
residences, visited the Pantry to talk with
Executive Director John Psiharis about
different ways the residents can provide
support. Photo by Craig Shutt

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

V| atO I VO | Ce — william Teeple, Admissions Director

. Building Community
QW‘% QW Connections this November

s we enter November, our hearts
Aturn toward gratitude—the

perfect time to reflect on the many
blessings within our school community.
This month, we celebrate the spirit of
thankfulness by reaching out, giving
back, and strengthening the bonds
that make our community so special.
Through acts of kindness, service,
and prayer, our students are learning
that gratitude grows best whenit's
shared. Together, we continue to build
a faith-filled community rooted in love,
compassion, and connection.

Enrollment Events Continue

New Family Open House is on Wednesday, November 19, from Photo by Tricia Koning, Chicago Photo Art
9-10:30 a.m. Open House events offer a look into a school day at
St. Viator. Parent Tour Guides will walk you through the school

and answer your questions. If this date and time don't work with
your schedule, contact William Teeple, Admissions Director, at

(773) 545-2173 to schedule an individual family tour.
Please RSVP so we can welcome you!

Connect Online

We are always updating our events, so subscribe to our socials to stay current on St. Viator Elementary School
news! Find us on Facebook: St. Viator Elementary School and Parish, Chicago, and Instagram: stvschoolchi, or visit
the school website at: www.stviatorchicago.org.

32 | November 2025 0ld Irving Park Association



po ey
1 Wk =
il s,
l#-‘
i, mﬁ%

-
¢
Sl

Wiggles & Giggles Playgroup

We invite our community friends, with newborn
children up to 4 years of age, to join us in our
Rec Center Gym for this complimentary play
group. We lay down mats and bring out hula
hoops, tunnels, and more! Adults stay with
their children to enjoy the gym as an indoor
play space. We will meet on November 6 and
November 20, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Join us!

Intramural Weekend

We hosted our Fall intramural tournamentin
October. Now, we shift our focus to our traveling
boys and girls basketball teams. St. Viator
students compete in the Chicago Catholic Youth
League (CCYL) against other local Catholic
Elementary Schools.

g

h#

SAVE THE DATE: WINTERFEST 2025

Our 2025 Winterfest falls on Saturday, December 13th. Get on board for holiday fun, as activities for this all-
day eventinclude a "Santa Shuffle" fun run, crafts, face painting, and even a holiday train! Programming will
continue into the evening, with food and drinks available for purchase all day. Watch our socials for details.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

L

.

A et 1
ABC DAY!

t was a day of excitement and joy for
| our first Awesome Belding Celebration

(ABC) day! Students and staff started
the day with their annual walk-a-
thon, where the very generous Belding
community raised money for 10 weeks
of art for all students. In the afternoon,
Belding athletes were celebrated during
the pep rally, along with the winners
of the very spirited door-decorating
contest, which highlighted the school's
theme of "Mission Possible." Finally,
Belding staff had their own missions as
they competed against each otherin
various events.

C

November Fundraiser

On November 12th, dine in or order out at Easy Street Pizza on
Irving Park Road to support Belding's 2nd graders. Make sure
you mention Belding, and a portion of the earnings will be
donated to the school.

Belding Boosters

The Belding Parent Group thanks this year's Belding Boosters,
many of which are local businesses: Law Offices of Meghan
Stokes, R2i Games, Jet's Pizza, Law Offices of Bryan Pitts,

0ld Irving Pilates & Yoga Studio, Nimble Bee Graphic Design,
Sensorial Fields Photography, Physio Chicago, and St. John's
Episcopal Church. Want to support 0IP's neighborhood CPS
School and have your business's name in lights? Email
HelpBelding@gmail.com for more information! And FOLLOW US
on Instagram: @Beldingparentgroup

Are you curious to see what Belding Elementary has to offer your child?

Principal Durkin sets aside one morning each month to give tours to interested parents. Tours are geared
toward adults, so if children are present, please ensure they can safely and quietly attend the tour. Tours begin
at 8 a.m. in the main office. There is no need to RSVP. Please arrive by 7:55 a.m. and check in with security.

Tours are an excellent opportunity to learn more about the school and the Belding community! Check out the
Belding website www.beldingelementary.com for more information.
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Tools & Resources to Keep
Our Neighborhood Thriving

City improvements are just a call—or click—away. Everyone in the neighborhood is encouraged to

speak up when something needs attention. Dangerous pothole? Contact CDOT. Overflowing garbage
can? Call 311. This contact list makes it easy to find the right resource and take quick action for 0ld
Irving Park. If you notice a broken bicycle, a downed street sign, or any other issue, please report it.
We are all responsible for the health of our neighborhood.

311- GENERAL CITY SUPPORT To get invglved, ask.questipns, donate,.or
« 311 covers streets and sanitation, parks and for he!p with compll.cated issues, email
trees, animals, transportation, and streets. As a keepmpclgan@gmall.com. They can help support
first step for most city issues, use 311. You can call and coordinate with other departments, s needed.

311, submit a ticket, or use their mobile app. Note: ELECTED OFFICIALS
efficacy of 311is variable—if you're dealing with

a stubborn issue, try elevating to the alder's Alderperson

office. - The alderperson’s office is a hub for community
communications. They are generally responsive via
email. OIP is split between Wards 30, 39, and 45.

(A map of our boundaries can be found on our
website, https.//oldirvingpark.com/boundaries. A
description can also be be found on page 1of this

- Topics you can report via 311: street light out,
rodent baits, graffiti removal, abandoned bicycles,
downed street signs, garbage dumping, and
sanitation code violations.

KEEPING OUR NEIGHBORHOOD CLEAN publication ]
Reporting issues - WARD 30
- For neighborhood sanitation, first try 311. They Ruth Cruz - ward30@cityofchicago.org
track reporting and allocate resources according - WARD 39
to data, so it's always smart to report issues with Sam Nugent - ward33@cityofchicago.org
this channel. - WARD 45
- For basic local issues, like trash on the sidewalk, Jim Gardiner - ward45@cityofchicago.org

consider cleaning it up yourself! If you spot a
problem area, try contacting the relevant business
owners, house owner, or landlord.

- "Keep OIP Clean” Movement! Neighbors in Old
Irving Park launched this effort in 2018 to beautify
our community through volunteer cleanup events
and partnerships with street cleaning services.
Volunteers target problem areas like viaducts,
highway ramps, Metra platforms, and corridors to
keep them litter-free. Continued on page 30

State & Federal Elected Officials

Our state representative is Lindsay LaPointe (19th
District), our state senator is Senator Marwick (10th
District), and our congressman is Mike Quigley (lllinois
District 5). To coordinate communication regarding

0ld Irving Park issues with any of these offices, please
work through 0IPA (hello@oldirvingpark.com).
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
& CRIME REPORTING

« Always use 911 for emergencies.

« We are District 17, which includes beats 1722,
1731, and 1732. CPD hosts community beat
meetings, offering a chance to meet local police
and discuss neighborhood issues. See the online
interactive crime map for updates.

Email: CAPS.017District@chicagopolice.org
Phone: 312-742-4410

TRANSPORTATION
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)

« Toreport a CTA issue, use the “Chat with CTA" online
tool, send an email to feedback@transitchicago.
com, or call 1-888-YOUR-CTA. To talk to a person
directly, 7a.m.=5:30 p.m. Skip the prompts, press
6 for immediate communication. Very effective.
Note: On a CTA train, the intercom system to call
the operator is located under a blue light in every
railcar (for emergencies call 911, of course).

Metra

- Report issues to https://metra.com/contact-us or
312-696-3872; they will actually respond. Reporting
Metra issues makes a big difference.

Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT)

« Chicago's Complete Streets programs benefit all
modes of transportation - walking, biking, rolling,
public transit, and driving which covers repairs to
streets, sidewalks, and bikelanes.

« Chicago has invested heavily in bike lanes in our
neighborhood. You can report abandoned bikes,
damage to bike racks, and construction blocking
bike lanes to the City. You can also use this service
to request for a new bike rack.

« Please call 311 or visit CHI311. For questions,
email completestreets@cityofchicago.org or call
312.744.3600.

Tools & Resources to Keep Our Neighborhood Thriving

lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)

- To report issues call IDOT's Central Bureau of
Claims in Springfield at (217) 782-6263 or
(847) 705-4061 for the Chicago area.

NEIGHBORHOOD AND MISCELLANEQOUS

Parks

Our neighborhood parks are a wonderful community
resource. Reportissues, ask questions, participate,
and contribute to associations.

- Kilbourn Park: 3501 N. Kilbourn Ave.,
(773) 685-3351

- Independence Park: 3945 N. Springfield Ave.,
(773) 478-3538

- Athletic Field Park: 3546 W. Addison St.,
(773) 478-2889

- Gertrud Kolmar Park: 4143 N. Kolmar Ave.,
(773) 685-3361

0IPA

- There are a variety of ways for you to connect
with OIPA and your neighbors, or stay up-to-date
on neighborhood news and happenings.

- For general coordination of anything OIP-
related, email hello@oldirvingpark.com.

- Enews: You can request to join OIPA's news
eblast email distribution group by emailing
us at hello@oldirvingpark.com.

- Google Parent Group (not just for parents):
To join our interactive community, visit:
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/
oipa-parents-discuss.

- Facebook: Our Facebook page is a great way to
learn about neighborhood events and issues
https://www.facebook.com/oldirvingparkassoc.

- Website: www.oldirvingpark.com
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Q‘/ Business Consultants Ltd. “Il rl"

THE LAW OFFICES OF

ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES
BRYAN D. PITTS, LLC
e TAX PREPARATION e WILLS
e TAX PLANNING e TRUSTS
¢ AUDIT e ESTATE PLANNING
e BOOKKEEPING e PROBATE
CONTACT BRYAN PITTS, ATTORNEY AT LAW
CALL: (773) 750-4897 FOR A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION
WWW.DLWCONSULT.COM CALL: (773) 234-7725 OR VISIT

WWW.PITTS-LAW.COM
IN PERSON MEETINGS AVAILABLE

307 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 302
Chicago, IL 60601

CALL, TEXT OR SCAN HERE
TO JOIN OUR SANDWICH

GENERATION COMMUNITY!

cHE Connie [W
CONNIE ENGEL

Real Estate Broker

773-251-3837
cengel@atproperties.com

WHO'S WHO

JOE BURKE
Senior Vice President of Mortgage Lending

773-742-6707 | NMLS ID: 251383
Originpoint.com/joeburke
joe@originpoint.com

OriginPoint

A Rate Company

] i

Smart Real Estate Solutions
for Your Parents, Your Kids & You!

te Cootreans ard @
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................................................

R - Stay Connected,
S ]I - Be Informed
@ There are a variety ways for you to

Complete Automotive Repair connect with OIPA and your neighbors.

. 0IPA Enews | Stay up to date with local
Computer & Electrical Work neighborhood news and happenings. Request to

All Major & Minor Repairs . join OIPA's news eblast email distribution group by
< emailing us at hello@oldirvingpark.com

. . . Google Parent Group (not just for parents) | To
24 Hour Towing Available © join our interactive community google group visit:

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/oipa-
parents-discuss

3325 North Knox Facebook | Our Facebook page is a great way
Chicago, lllinois 60641 . tolearn about neighborhood events and issues
Phone 773-286-7686 < hteps://www.facebook.com/oldirvingparkassoc.

¢ Visit our website

Fax 773-286-7619 © www.oldirvingpark.com :
sandtautomotive.com : Questions? Contact us ]
< Hello@oldirvingpark.com 3

................................................

== Advertise with Us!

g The 0IPA News is distributed to approximately 600 households,
W= ——— inaddition to surrounding neighborhood groups and elected
: city officials.

« 10 ISSUES PER YEAR | We publish ten issues per calendar year (omitting
January and July).

« SPECIAL PERKS | Also, if you are a newsletter advertiser, you will be
prioritized on our email blasts and Facebook posts. We have over 8.2K
online followers. Our monthly post can reach up to 24K, and our post
engagement is usually 15K. That means consumers see and engage with
our Facebook posts!

- The advertising rates are amazingly reasonable. To place an ad visit www.
oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad.
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2025 0IPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Joining or renewing your membership is easy with our online membership form at www.oldirvingpark.com/
join-us. If you don't have access to our online membership form, please complete the form below.

We like to celebrate our members in our newsletter. Birthday and anniversary information is optional. If you
wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary page in the newsletter, you must provide the information
annually to be included (adults members and spouses/partners only).

This is a: (] New Membership ] Renewal ] Gift Membership

NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

ANNIVERSARY MONTH

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

ADDRESS cITy STATE up

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL E-MAIL 2

NEW! Membership Level Inarea | Outofarea | Benefits

ANNUAL (per household) DUES | DUES*

MEMBERSHIP | 513 dard $35 S60 Monthly meetings, newsletter delivery, member/

RENEWALS ) spouse and anniversary published in newsletter, ice

Your rrnembershlp cream social event, holiday event

is up for

rengwal onyour | Senior (Age 65+) $20 $45 Same as Standard membership

anniversary date | Good Neighbor $95 $120 Standard + kid/pet birthdays in newsletter and 0IPA
tote bag

Neighborhood All-Star | $195 $220 Good Neighbor + admission for two to an exclusive

OIPA cocktail party

* Dues + postage for mailed newsletter

GIFT MEMBERSHIP: Simply complete the form above or the online form with your neighbor's name(s) and address. You may
not know their birthday/anniversary info. That's okay—we'll follow up with them. If purchasing a gift membership online:
Please indicate "this is a gift subscription” in the final box titled, "Special Instructions.”

SEND FORM & PAYMENT T0: 0ld Irving Park Association, ¢c/o Lynn Ankney, OIPA Treasurer, 4313 N Keeler Ave, Chicago, IL 60641.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: 0ld Irving Park Assaciation OR join/renew online: oldirvingpark.com/join-us
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Contribute to the OIPA News

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
for Advertising and Content

All members are welcome to submit letters, photos, and articles for publication. Ten newsletters are
produced annually (newsletters are not published in the months of January and July. We extend a heartfelt
thanks to everyone who continue to submit articles, photos and purchases ad space for the newsletter.
We look forward to hearing from you, send submissions to hello@oldirvingpark.com.

General Submissions
Community Calendar, Articles & Photos

- Please send articles and calendar items as a Word
document or in an email or Google doc. Include the author's
name, company or organization (if applicable), and contact
information in the document. If you have an event for
inclusion in the calendar (regardless of whether or not you
mention it in your article submission), please specifically
note it when submitting your article. If submitting images,
please include photo captions and photographer credit.

- 400 words maximum without photas, 300/325 with
photos and captions.

- Submissions as Links to websites or Facebook are
NOT accepted.

- Articles should be information-based and should not
contain advertorial content. Bylined articles should be written
in third-person, unless the submission is an opinion piece
or a personal story. Byline includes the author's name,
business name and contact info. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR
NAME IN THE DOCUMENT.

+ Photos and images should be provided as separate
files. We cannot use photos or images that are embedded
or placed in a Word document. We need the original
image file.

- Photos should be accompanied with photographer credit
and a caption(s). If submitting photos for an article, please
include captions and photo credits in the same document
as your article.

- If your files are too large to email, please use https://
wetransfer.com or Dropbox Transfer. You can send several
files at a time using either platform.

- The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
Information printed in the newsletter may be reproduced
with 0ld Irving Park Association cited as the source.
Opinions in this publication do not necessary reflect the
official position of the 0Id Irving Park Association.

2025 SUBMISSION DATES
(NO JANUARY OR JULY ISSUES)
*Due date later or early due to holiday

Publication Month Advertising | General
December /4 11/6

Advertising Specifications

+Purchase ad space and upload your ad at:
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad

* AD SIZES: Full Page: 6.25" X 7.5"
Half Page: 6.25" X 3.75"
Quarter Page: 3" X 3.75"
+ ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum 300 dpi)
gray scale; jpg, PDF, or eps. Microsoft Word files are NOT
acceptable.

General Submission Deadlines

« Advertising: First Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m.

+ General Submissions: First Thursday of the month by 5 p.m.

+ Materials SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be held
over to the next month's issue.

+ Send your contributions to: Kathleen Kearns at
k kearns@kearnsdesign.com. If sending a large file(s),
please use a file transfer method such as WeTransfer.
Please include "0IPA submission” in the subject line of
the email. Also include the category of the item you are
submitting—advertisement, article or community calendar.
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Thai Bodywork Massage
Reiki
Yomassage
(Trauma-informed)

« Release tension « Reduce pain
« Increase range of motion and flexibility
« Calm the nervous system « Boost energy

C—3 O ———__,
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
773-430-9653 « YHealingArts@gmail.com

INTOUCH AND MOTION
4028 W. IRVING PARK ROAD | CHICAGO | YHEALINGARTS.COM

—

P~
We are very grateful for the trust
and confidence our families have

shown us through the years.
From our family to yours,

Happy
Thanksgiving!

7250 N. Cicero Ave, Ste 100
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
ph. 773-545-0007

www.dentistru4kids.net

Nov. 28 - Dec. 19

20% off

One Item of Your Choice

"..The blessing of Jehovah be upon you!...”
Psalms 129:8b

Chicago Bibles & Books

3931 W. Irving Park Rd.
Monday to Saturday 10-6

www.biblesandbooks.com

773.478.0550

Serving Chicago since 1981




www.oldirvingpark.com
hello@oldirvingpark.com
FB: oldirvingparkassoc

November

13 Crosstown Trail Virtual Town Hall hosted by Alderwoman Jessie Fuentes & Cook
County Commissioner Jessica Vasquez | 6-7:30 p.m. | Online (Zoom link to come)
Register for the meeting at: https://bit.ly/Crosstown-TownHall | Visit
crosstownchi.org for information and to sign up to receive updates.

15  Carlson Community Services Trivia Night Fundraiser | Irving Park Lutheran
Church Gym, 4057 N. Harding Avenue. Visit www.carlsoncommunityservices.org
for tickets and team registration.

20 Irving Park Garden Club | Members' Holiday Potluck | St. John's Episcopal Church,
3857 N. Kostner Ave. | 7 p.m.

December

14 Irving Park Fine Arts Concert, Eclectic Holidays | 2 p.m. Irving Park Lutheran
Church, 4100 N. Harding Avenue. Reception to follow.

14 OIPA Holiday Stroll & Dinner | Kids Holiday Show: 4:30-5 p.m. | Neighborhood

Stroll: 5:15-6 p.m. | 0IPA Member Dinner: 5:45 - 7:45 p.m. | St John's Courtyard &
Hall, 3857 N. Kostner | RSVP Required

Submit your event for our calendar.

Submissions are due the first Thursday of the month. Note the 0/PA News is not published in
July. See page 32 for submission date. Send your contributions to: Kathleen Kearns at k kearns@
kearnsdesign.com. Please include “0IPA submission" in the subject line of the email.



