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A publication of the 0ld Irving Park Association by, for, and about people living in the
neighborhood. 0ld Irving Park neighborhood boundaries include Addison on the south,
Montrose on the north, Pulaski on the east, and the Milwaukee District North Line on the

west (from Addison to Irving Park) continuing with the freight/Amtrak railroad tracks from

Irving Park to Montrose (i.e., east of Knox Ave.). A map can be found on our website.

The 0ld Irving Park Association (0IPA) is a non-profit, all-volunteer community group active
since 1983. The 0ld Irving Park News is published ten times a year.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

Join the Irving Park Spring Clean-Up
and Green Space Adoption! —adrienne chan

cleaning...up of our green spaces! There are lots

H appy Spring OIP! It's time for some Spring
of opportunities to get involved.

Cleanslate™ will continue the power washing of
viaducts this Spring and Summer. There will be several
opportunities throughout the warmer months to pick
up trash and clean up along Irving Park Road and our
viaducts, with the first Community Clean-Up scheduled
for April 11. Meet outside Starbucks at Kostner and
Irving Park Road at 9 a.m., and we will disperse to
areas in need of cleanup. Bring your own gloves, etc.

Itis also time to revisit our “"Adopt A Green Space”
Program.

0IPA has 16 in-ground planting beds on Irving Park
Road that need to be maintained over the warmer
months. For the past few years, we have asked
neighborhood residents and businesses to "adopt”
one or more of these plots and take care of plant
upkeep and trash cleanup. Last year, we refreshed the
plantings in the beds east of Kostner. This year, Christy
Webber Landscapes will conduct a walk-through

to assess all in-ground beds, and we anticipate

adding plantings with the remaining grant funds. In
addition, we will have all beds cleaned and mulched
on April 27. We are asking our community to step up
again this year and adopt one of these green spaces to
keep them free from overgrown weeds and trash over
the summer months. All sponsors will be identified on
Facebook and in the Newsletter.

This is a FUN opportunity for a family, group of
neighbors, or local business to get out and improve our
streetscape. You do not have to be a master gardener
to take this on—no planting is needed this year, just
maintenance and trash pick-up! You'll have a tangible
impact on beautifying our stretch of Irving Park Road
and enjoy a sense of pride and ownership whenever
you walk, bike, or drive past "your" greenspace.

To sponsor an in-ground garden bed, contact
Adrienne at adrienne.chan@oldirvingpark.com to find
out what's available.

Lastly, you may have noticed the new stone planters
lining Irving Park Road. OIPA will have them filled with
perennial and seasonal plantings for summer and
winter. The Irving Park Garden Club will also assist with
maintaining seasonal plantings and the new planters.

By supporting Keep 0IP Clean (https://oldirvingpark.
com/keep-oip-clean) your efforts positively impact
both our neighborhood and the broader community to
promote inclusive economic opportunity for all.
“Learn more about Cleanslate at
https://caracollective.org/cleanslate
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Expert Dry Cleaning with Frlendly
Neighborhood Service -

Looking for reliable, high-quality garment care close
to home? OIP Dry Cleaner provides professional dry
cleaning and garment services with the personal

attention you expect from a neighborhood business.

Whether it's everyday workwear, delicate fabrics, or
household items, you can count on expert care and
dependable service—right here in Old Irving Park.
Services Include:

«Dry Cleaning

= Shirts Laundered & Pressed

« Alterations & Sewing

- Leather & Fur Cleaning

- Wedding Gown: Cleaning & Preservation

= Blankets & Comforters

« Leather/Suede Shoes & Boots Family owned and operated
by Chuck and Michelle |

=24 Hour Express Drop Off yrhdckandiiehetem

Professional Alterations

DRY CLEANER

Conveniently located at 4217 West Irving Park Road | 773.736.4042

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 am to 6 pm
Saturday, 8 amto 5 pm
Closed Sunday and major holidays (call to inquire).

www.oldirvingpark.com April 2026 | 3



OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

\S

Summarized Minutes of the Board of Directors
Meeting on February 23, 2026

—Submitted by Nicholas Plagman-Frank, OIPA Secretary

Meeting Scheduled for 7: p.m. via Zoom
Meeting Started: 7:03 p.m.

Attendees: Lynn Ankney, Justin Antony, Jacob Berger,
Colleen Kenny, Meredith 0'Sullivan, Nicholas Plagman-
Frank, Dan William

Communication

« Website Redesign

Jake Berger shared that he and Meredith 0'Sullivan
will schedule a meeting within the next week or
two to discuss layout and content updates for

the OIPA website redesign. During the discussion,
ideas were shared about the possibility of
engaging a student intern and exploring additional
opportunities for community involvement in the
redesign process. No formal decisions were made.

Ambassador/Zoning
+ 39th Ward

Dan William reported that he is following up with
Alderperson Cruz regarding the removal of dead
trees and the cleanup of landscaping on the
pedestrian refuge island at Kilbourn.

Community Engagement

+ Premium Membership Swag

The Board discussed the Mary Foster coasters,
which have been received and are currently stored

at Colleen Kenny's residence. The Board discussed
distribution planning, including the option of
printing mailing labels with names and addresses
to keep distribution organized. The final distribution
plan has yet to be determined.

+ Mary Foster Art Prints

The Board noted that the Mary Foster art prints are
currently at Nicholas Plagman-Frank's residence.
Lynn Ankney will send an eblast to members notifying
them that the prints are available. Nicholas Plagman-
Frank and Lynn Ankney will coordinate offline to plan
pickup logistics and determine which email address
will be used for member communication regarding
pickup arrangements.

« Century Plaque

The Board noted that one Century Plaque remains
available.

Upcoming Meetings
« General Meeting - Wednesday, March 4

The Board reviewed planning for the upcoming
General Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, March
4. Jake Berger volunteered to confirm attendance
from the 30th Ward office, and Justin Antony
confirmed that a staff member from Alderperson
Ruth Cruz's office (39th Ward) would be present
as arepresentative. The Board engaged in general
discussion regarding meeting logistics, including
refreshments and the guest speakers.

Continued on page 6
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
on February 23, 2026—nicholas Plagman-Frank, 0IPA Secretary, continued from 4

Newsletter

« March 4 Publication Deadline

The Board reviewed the upcoming newsletter
publication deadline of Wednesday, March 4. Jake
Berger will add a checklist of deliverables to the
reminder and will coordinate with Kathleen to
submit items for publication. All submissions
should be sent to Jake.

« April Newsletter - Message from the Board

The Board discussed the April message From the
Board. Final confirmation is pending regarding
Adrienne Chan's authorship of a message focused
on the spring clean and green initiative.

Beautification

- Concrete Planters

The Board discussed ongoing work on the new OIPA
concrete planters along Irving Park Road. Christy
Webber will return to level and adjust the planters to
ensure they are properly aligned and symmetrical.
Jake Berger continues to work on the permit
application for the planters with the City of Chicago.

« Christy Webber Projects and Invoices

The Board reviewed active contracts and
payment schedules with Christy Webber for 2026
beautification projects:

- Seasonal Displays in Planters: A 50% deposit
was paid on February 11 for summer and winter
2026-2027 seasonal displays.

= Mulching in All In-Ground Beds: A 50%
deposit was paid on February 11. Mulching

work is scheduled for April 27. Adrienne Chan
volunteered to inform the homeowners'
association for the development south of Irving
Park Road and west of Kilbourn Avenue that
OIPA will include their in-ground garden beds in
this mulching project as a gift.

« Lighthouse Landscaping

Lynn Ankney, Nicholas Plagman-Frank, and
Adrienne Chan met on-site with Joshua from
Christy Webber Landscapes on Friday, February 20,
to discuss landscaping plans for the lighthouse. A
proposal is forthcoming and will include climbing
gvergreen or ivy, ground cover, grasses, arborvitae,
and large urns or planters for the two concrete
pads on either side of the tower. Nicholas Plagman-
Frank will reach out to a company to clean the

“0ld Irving Park” metal sign. Dan William inquired
about lighting options for the tower. Lynn Ankney
will follow up with Joshua regarding lighting
options, either within the tower or on the ground, to
improve visibility.

General Updates

« Purple Neighborhood Signage

The Board noted no update on the relocation of
Disney Il Magnet School banners, which will be

moved to accommodate the placement of two

additional purple 0ld Irving Park neighborhood
identifier signs funded by DCEQ grant dollars.

* Neighborhood Signage - Mosaic Design

Joshua from Christy Webber Landscapes is sharing
contact information for a metal fabricator who can
provide hanging brackets needed for the mosaic

6 | April 2026
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OIPA BOARD MEETING REPORT

neighborhood sign design.

« Union Pacific Viaduct Letter

The Board noted that no response has been
received from Union Pacific to the previously sent
letter. Dan William suggested resending the letter
to bring it to the top of their inbox. Jake Berger
volunteered to resend the correspondence.

« Unhoused Individuals Under Keeler Viaduct

The Board noted that conditions under the Keeler
viaduct appear to be better.

Parents Committee

The Parents Committee reported that five events
are planned for 2026, with expectations for larger
attendance. The committee is actively looking

for sponsorship for 2026. Three new volunteers
have signed up to assist with Parents Committee
activities and events.

Administration

+ Treasurer's Report

Lynn Ankney presented the January 0IPA financial
report, which included income from newsletter
advertising, membership dues, and Keep OIP Clean
donations. Disbursements included printing costs for
premium membership swag, website hosting, and
charitable contributions. Colleen Kenny motioned

to approve the Treasurer's report. Justin Antony
seconded the motion, and the Board approved.

The Board of Directors meeting ended at 7:50 p.m.

Old Irving Park Families, Let’s Talk Planning

Learn how to protect your loved ones, your assets, and your legacy at this relaxed
estate planning workshop for Old Irving Park families.

Wine & Willy

APRIL 15, 2026 AT 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

LEGNO BY SUPAROSSA
4250 N CENTRAL AVE, CHICAGO

RESERVE YOUR
SEAT!

OR FIND US ON
EVENTBRITE

ENJOY WINE AND APPETIZERS WHILE LEARNING...

« WHY EVERYONE NEEDS AN ESTATE PLAN

¢ THE THREE ESSENTIALS

¢ WHEN TO UPDATE YOUR WILL OR TRUST

o WHAT ESTATE PLANNING SHOULD (AND SHOULDN'T) COST

& vermore LAW GROUP

beyond legal

www.EvermoreLawGroup.com (312) 890-9581 hello@evermorelawgroup.com

= - e

- 3 o e
ERMISSION FOR USE-GRANTED TO. FEnsong FAMJLY LAWYER® >
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

=Y i
-

summarized Minutes of the General Meeting

on March 4, 2026 — submitted by Nicholas Plagman-Frank, OIPA Secretary

Meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. at St. John Episcopal
Church Hall.

Meeting Started: 7:04 p.m.

Board Members in Attendance: Lynn Ankney, Jake
Berger, Adrienne Chan, Nicholas Plagman-Frank, David
Ryan, Dan William

Community Members in Attendance: Approximately
20 neighbors

The 0ld Irving Park Association held its March
General Meeting at St. John's Episcopal Church Hall,
featuring comprehensive updates on neighborhood
beautification initiatives and city infrastructure
projects, as well as remarks from representatives
of three aldermanic wards and the U.S. House of
Representatives.

OIPA President Dan William opened the meeting and
provided an extensive update on recent Board activities
and ongoing neighborhood projects. President William
highlighted the successful implementation of the State
of lllinois DCEOD grant, which has funded significant
beautification efforts along Irving Park Road. He noted

== OIPA President Dan William
"% provided an update on
recent Board activities

| and ongoing neighborhood
projects to attendees of the
0IPA General Meeting on
March 4.

Photos by Laura Marie
Sanchez.

the installation of new planters that enhance the
commercial corridor and announced plans for additional
cleanup, mulching, and plantings in the in-ground beds
along the street. Signage upgrades are forthcoming,
with a new decorative neighborhood identifier sign and
additional purple 0Id Irving Park panels to be mounted on
light poles along Irving Park Road.

President William also shared that 0IPA's website
would be redesigned, including modernization to
improve user experience and accessibility for residents
seeking information about businesses offering goods

8 | April 2026
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

and services in the neighborhood. He made a strong President William introduced a new Block Ambassador
appeal for 0IPA membership and encouraged residentsto ~ Program and issued a call for volunteers from the ten
support local businesses, emphasizing that patronizing zones within 0ld Irving Park. These block ambassadors
neighborhood shops and restaurants helps fill vacant would serve as zone leaders to coordinate neighborhood
storefronts and strengthens the commercial district. cleanup efforts and act as liaisons to facilitate
communication and responses from aldermanic offices
and other elected officials. He announced that the
Spring Volunteer Cleanup is scheduled for April 11, 2026,
and encouraged broad participation.

Continuing with beautification updates, President
William discussed the ongoing mural refreshment
program, specifically mentioning the complete
replacement of the mural at Kostner Avenue. He
informed attendees that CleanSlate cleaning services Questions were taken regarding the CleanSlate

continue on a monthly basis, conducting regular program'’s funding and operations, with responses
trash removal and power washing throughout the provided by President William and members of the
neighborhood corridors from Pulaski to Kostner, 0IPA Board.

including all viaducts. Continued on page 10

CALL, TEXT OR SCAN HERE
TO JOIN OUR SANDWICH
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cengel@atproperties.com

RO o or L
[REE | srEs™

JOE BURKE

Senior Vice President of Mortgage Lending

773-742-6707 | NMLS ID: 251383
Originpoint.com/joeburke
joe@originpoint.com

OriginPoint
A Rate Company

ey B e Ll
Smart Real Estate Solutions
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting on March, 2026
—Nicholas Plagman-Frank, OIPA Secretary, continued from 9

Following President William's remarks, elected officials
and their representatives provided updates to the
community.

Alderperson Jim Gardiner (45th Ward), joined by
staffer Brandon, reminded residents to contact

the ward office for city services, including cleanup
assistance, even on private property for elderly
residents. He provided an update on the Peoples Gas
infrastructure project, noting that construction is
expected to begin in August. The Peoples Gas main
replacement project will affect a few streets north

=
s

Complete Automotive Repair

Computer & Electrical Work
All Major & Minor Repairs

24 Hour Towing Available

3325 North Knox
Chicago, lllinois 60641
Phone 773-286-7686
Fax 773-286-7619
sandtautomotive.com

of Irving Park Road, including Kilbourn, Kenneth, and
Kostner Avenues in 0ld Irving Park. He shared that
street restoration is to be handled by Peoples Gas
following project completion.

Alderperson Gardiner announced several upcoming
ward events and services, including a Real ID event
scheduled at the ward office, shred events at Hoyne
Bank, and a Business Networking Event scheduled in
May. He promoted a Corned Beef Fundraiser at Eden
United Church of Christ, co-hosted by Alderperson
Gardiner, State Senator Rob Martwick, and State

Rlax. Release. Restore.

Thai Bodywork Massage
Reiki
Yomassage
(Trauma-informed)

+ Release tension » Reduce pain
« Increase range of motion and flexibility
» Calm the nervous system « Boost energy

Rse—" 2+ Q‘ﬂ-a_‘--__....‘

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
773-490-9653 « YHealingArts@gmail.com

INTOUCH AND MOTION
4028 W. IRVING PARK ROAD | CHICAGO | YHEALINGARTS.COM
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Representative Lindsay LaPointe. The ward office
continues to provide veterans assistance services and
hosts the lllinois State Treasurer's I-Cash unclaimed
property program, with assistance available through
Michael Frerichs' office. Movies in the Park events are
also planned for the summer season.

Questions were taken regarding the city budget and
its impact on the ward, transit security improvements,
immigration enforcement concerns, the rat birth
control pilot program, and the Accessory Dwelling

Unit (ADU] ordinance. Responses were provided by
Alderpersons Gardiner and Nugent. They noted that a
coalition of alderpersons from the 30th, 39th, and 45th
Wards worked together to pass an alternative budget
resolution that restored the library collection budget

T nprll 9th—12th i3
'FOOD AND DRINK specml_.s:_{:--_.

ALL WEEK LONAG!

" '_'p'oons OPEN EVERY DAY AT noo_n" pox

JOIN Us AT

-"_-_ OIB 4419 W. MONTROSE nvs

and funding for gender-based and domestic violence
prevention programs.

Alderperson Samantha Nugent (39th Ward) reminded
residents that early voting has begun for the March
17th primary election and noted that training for
election judges is underway. She encouraged those
interested to serve as election judges. She also
provided an update on the Keeler Viaduct, explaining
that the ward office has partnered with family support
services and the Department of Streets and Sanitation
to address ongoing concerns. The ward superintendent
is working diligently with unhoused residents to
coordinate appropriate services and maintain
cleanliness in the area.

Continued on page 12

{ ncinuNG

** BREWING CO. * x

www.oldirvingpark.com
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting on March, 2026
—Nicholas Plagman-Frank, OIPA Secretary, continued from 11

Alderperson Nugent announced that street sweeping
maps have been redrawn for 2026, resulting in one
additional street sweeping pass this year, beginning
April 1st. She also promoted upcoming ward events,
including a shred event and a Clean and Green eventin
celebration of Earth Day.

Questions regarding immigration enforcement were
directed to Alderperson Nugent, who responded by
explaining that the 39th Ward office has been in
contact with neighbors, families, educators, and
immigrant rights organizations to protect community
members and is working through legal channels to
address concerns.

Jason Liechty, Director of Policy and Zoning from
Alderperson Ruth Cruz's office (30th Ward), provided
infrastructure and project updates for areas of 0ld

7

i
r

¥

Jason Liechty, Director of Policy and Zoning from
Alderperson Ruth Cruz's office (30th Ward),

Phato by Lynn Ankney.

Irving Park within the 30th Ward. He announced the
installation of pedestrian bump-outs at Keeler and
Waveland, as well as Chicago flag-themed crosswalks
planned near Disney Il Magnet School. A butterfly garden
is also planned for the Disney Il school grounds, and the
Tony Passero mural has been successfully restored.

Mr. Liechty shared results from the ward's
Participatory Budget process, including updated traffic
signals and crosswalks at Addison and Keeler. He noted
that covered garbage cans to be placed along Irving
Park Road were approved through the participatory
budget, but the wrong models were initially ordered
and have since been reordered for proper installation.

Regarding the city budget, Mr. Liechty conveyed
Alderwoman Cruz's concerns about depleting TIF
district funds. He noted that the Alderwoman has been
vocal in her support for Medicare for All and has called
for a national search to fill the leadership position at
Chicago Animal Care and Control.

Mr. Liechty announced upcoming 30th Ward events,
including Pictures with the Easter Bunny at Kilbourn
Park, a Thrifting event at Kilbourn Park, and a shred
event.

Questions were taken regarding pedestrian
infrastructure, with responses provided by Mr. Liechty.

Cameron Cook from U.S. Congressman Mike Quigley's
office provided updates on federal matters affecting
the community. He reminded residents that tax filing
information, including free filing options, is available
on the Congressman'’s website. Mr. Cook discussed
ongoing concerns regarding the tariffs that the
Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional, noting that

12 | April 2026
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

the office is monitoring developments and providing
updates to constituents.

Regarding immigration enforcement activities in
Chicago, Mr. Cook announced that Congressman
Quigley's office will host a town hall at Loyola
University and encouraged residents to continue
reporting incidents involving federal immigration
officials to the appropriate federal office. He
emphasized that the Congressman's office is available
to assist constituents with immigration-related
concerns.

Questions were taken regarding federal funding for
the Irving Park Blue Line station improvements and
assistance for U.S. citizens stranded overseas. Mr.

Cook responded that the Blue Line project remains
on the priority list and the office is working through
the earmark funding process. He noted that the
office provides assistance to constituents traveling
or living abroad and encouraged enrollment in the
State Department's STEP (Smart Traveler Enrollment
Program). He explained that assisted departure
services are available from some international
locations for those who need help returning to the
United States.

The meeting concluded with closing remarks thanking
all elected officials and their representatives for
attending and providing updates to the community.

Meeting Ended: 8:12 p.m.

Gateway

Nurturing the Potential

Within Each chig | Now Enrolling

Montessori

Develop your child’'s potential

« Ages 15 months through Elementary

 Beautiful, bright new building
» Regular informational tours

4041 N. Pulaski Rd, Chicago, IL 60641

773.539.3025 « info@gatewaymontessorischool.org

GatewayMontessoriSchool.org

Accredited through age 12 by the Association Montessori Internationale (AMI)

www.oldirvingpark.com
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WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Programs, formerly known as American

Field Service. The organization traces its
roots to a group of 2,500 World War I ambulance
drivers who believed that fostering international
understanding could help prevent future conflicts. In
1946, volunteers who had served in both World Wars
transformed that vision into a student exchange
program. Today, AFS continues its mission: bringing
people together to create a more peaceful world
through cultural awareness and action.

Q pril marks the anniversary of AFS Intercultural

Students from Egypt, Turkey, Italy, France, and Portugal gathered
recently at the home of Vicci Rodgers in 0ld Irving Park to cook
favorite treats, share presentations, and answer questions about
their home countries and experiences in Chicago.

Photos courtesy of Vicci Rodgers.

This year in Chicago, 47 students from 20 countries are
living with local families and attending 15 area high
schools. These Global Ambassadors will return home
in June, and a new group will arrive in August for the
2026-27 school year.

Community members can getinvolved in several ways:

- Host a casual gathering at your home or
organization where students can share stories
about their home countries and their experiences
living in Chicago.

- Encourage high school students to apply for
study abroad opportunities in one of 40 countries.
Scholarships are available.

- Become a host family and welcome a student from
another country into your home.

- If you studied abroad, consider paying it forward by
getting involved.

- You can also meet some of these students at Home
of Harmony on April 11at 4 p.m.

To learn more about how you can help connect cultures
and support global citizenship, contact Vicci Rodgers
atviccirodgersafs@gmail.com

Follow AFS Greater Chicago on Instagram (@
afschicago) and Facebook (AFS Greater Chicago).

14| April 2026
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Intercultural
Programs USA

Vicci Rodgers, an OIPA
member and neighbor
since 1988, went abroad
in high school to the
Philippines. Last year she

was a host mom to
David, from Germany,
who studied at Whitney
Young.

Bring culture home

with an AFS international exchange student

Embark on a cultural education experience of the
HOST AN : g

XCHANGE highest order! Learn about opening your home to
= an international exchange student and study
STUDENT abroad opportunities for U.S high school students.

STUDY Questions? Talk to a local rep about the AFS experience:
ABROAD IN Vicci Rodgers, viccirodgersafs@gmail.com
OVER 40
NTRIE NSLI ¢ = £
St Y TR () oo T
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

its members and bust a few gardening

myths in the process. To that end, the club
has invited Mike Nowak, formerly known as WGN
Radio's "Garden Guy," to our April meeting. What
mistakes have you been making all this time?

The Irving Park Garden Club wants to educate

A funny and engaging speaker, Mike's presentation
is called "Everything You Know about Gardening Is
Wrang: Myths, Misinformation, and Well-Meant but
Inaccurate Advice from Mom, the Intertubes, and
Beyond.” He will point out the difference between
fact and fiction, and science and hearsay in the
garden. He'll also tell us where to find factual
answers to our garden and environment questions.

Want to learn more? This meeting takes place on
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m. at St. John's Episcopal
Church, 3857 N. Kostner Ave., Chicago. We invite
you to join the club or renew your membership
at the door. The cost to join is $30.00/household,
payable by cash, check, or Zelle.

Becoming a member has many benefits. Also on
the 2026 schedule: Our popular plant exchange, e
garden walk, Midsummer Night's Stroll, Ask the Radio personality Mike Nowak will sort out fact from fiction at

Experts panel discussion, and more. IPGC's April 16 meeting.
Phota courtesy Mike Nowak.
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IPGC members check out the assortment of
plants on offer at 2025's plant exchange.
Photo by Claudia Hine.

Artist Eileen Cole set up
her easel to paint and
tried to stay cool during
the garden walk.

Phato by Claudia Hine.

www.oldirvingpark.com

IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

Coming in May

IPGC's annual plant exchange and luncheon

is scheduled for Saturday, May 16. Admittedly,
this event gets a little rowdy as members vie
for plants they've been coveting from their
neighbors’ gardens. It's amazing how crafty our
mild-mannered gardeners can be as they slyly
attempt to hide that special perennial or native
plant from their “competitors.”

But not to worry. It's all in good fun, and
President Debbie Maher keeps everyone in line
as she wrangles their contributions of tomato
seedlings, herbs, divided perennials, and even
small shrubs to the exchange.

The Garden Walk Is Moving

IPGC's popular Art and the Garden Walk event
is being planned for Saturday, June 13. Thisis a
week earlier than usual in hopes that we can
avoid the super hot days we've faced the past
two years. You don't have to be a member to
attend the garden walk, so be sure to get us on
your calendar now. You won't want to miss it.

Questions?

Contact irvingparkgardenclub@gmail.com.
You can find us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
IrvingParkGardenClub.



OIPA | Anniversaries & Birthdays
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A
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April Birthdays

Bindu Alexander
James Barrett
Mike Blaha

Chris Boran
Steve Boudreau
Sandra Broderick
Meridith Cannon

Virginia Cernak Rhys Jones Betty Scott
Thomas Clohisy Rochelle Jones Frank Serpone
Jo Ann Coli Tracy Kennedy Jason Sitko
Ivonne Contreras Mary Kuhn Frank Smith
Isabel Corona Debra LaPenta Nilda Soler
Michelle Daily Daniel Lee Marc Sussman
Elaine Euler Nicholas Lilovich Kevin Sweetland
Lauren Finch Peter Lugten Catherine Tataryn
Mary Foster Kristen Lynch Julie Tye
Elizabeth Fox Anthony Mallerdino Deanna Varagona
Kate Geisler Bradley Marchese Len Wanger
Andrew Gilmore Lorraine McGuire Julie Whittington-Cirton
llleana Gomez Marjorie Monaghan
: K2 BIRTh2AYS PET BIRThRAYS
Helena Cannon Saluki
; Sophie Horvath The Ankney FlocK of Hens
: Ellie Lynch Elle Belber
: Emmett Reagan Lulu Boran
L Imogen Sadlier Otis Nguyen
5: Rohan Sanders Winston O'Mara
— Julia Simmons SmoKey Sobota
—
| o

Al

Jorge Gomez
Garrett Harabedian
Jim Hensel

T.J. Hine

Lauren Hurt

Katie Jackson
Justin Johanson

seessessscccsccccccasgoeccccccsesscccan

e

. April Anniversaries

Paul Moran

Jaime Murray
Sheryl Nichin-Keith
Dan 0'Donchue
Erin 0'Donohue
Peter 0'Mara
Tatyana Ruderman

Is your birthday or anniversary missing from this list? To confirm or

edit your household information go to oldirvingpark.com, hover over
Membership and then click on Membership Assistance. You will be asked
to enter the email address associated with your membership account.

Kristin & Mario Arevalo

Sruti Balakrishnan & Nicholas Lilovich
Cheryl Flores & Jason Sitko
Elizabeth & Robert Fox

Valerie & Patrick Ginnan
Yasmine Goelzer & Daniel Alter
Claire & Kurt Imber

Joe & Christine Jamrosz

Robert & Kathryn Kleisch

Regina & Chris Mergenthaler
Connor & Sarah Meyer

Jessica & William Navin
Meredith & Tim 0'Sullivan
Ewelina & Jan Pietraszek

Sheila & Shaun Quinn

Susan Strong-Dowd & John Dowd
Maria Vuolo-Milan & Allan Milan
Angela & Martin Yorath

S s peceescsccesscscessscscssssccssscccssccs o
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ASSOCIATION

JOIN THE OIPA PARENTS COMMITTEE
TO CELEBRATE THE START OF SUMMER!
Babysitting & Kids
Entertainment. Food
& Drinks included.
More info to follow.

Le Village CoWork
3146 W. Irving Park Rd

For sponsorship opportunities, contact

parentscommittee@oldirvingpark.com.

LIMNe£E Lvermore
MACBRS LAW Q G R OUP

www.oldirvingpark.com April 2026 [ 19




OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY

o BA

Prepared by Tom Brandt
(C) = Court Approved

(F)= Foreclosure Sale
(S) = Short Sale

Single Family Attached Single Family

4419 W. Waveland............... $785,000 4229 N. Keystone, 1C......... $145,000 Reportas of Feb. 6, 2026
4326 N. Kedvale, A...... $345,000

2-4 Units

3701TN. Lowell.....oococccc. $620,000

Dr Cissy Furusho * Dr Kirk Kollmahn* Dr Sorah Kim

It’s fime for
spring cleaning!

Don’t forget to brush twice a day,
floss every day and visit your dentist!

Make it a Dental Health Year and
encourage your family o be health
conscious every day of the year!

7250 N. Cicero Ave, Ste 100
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
ph. 773-545-0007

www.dentistry4kids.net

20 | April 2026
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THE TOM BRANDT TEAM

Listen to Your Neighborhood Real Estate Experts!

SOLD! - With 3 Offers in 5 Days!

SOLD! In 3 Days!
Old Portage Park!

4119 N. Leclaire Ave.
Gorgeous Single Family Home!

kwv ONEChicago

KELLERWILLIAMS.

...We Get Results!

1555 N. Astor St. #21W
Super Lincoln Park & Lake Views!

The Name You Know.
The Reputation You Trust.
The Results You Deserve!

Tom Brandt 773-230-6997

www.oldirvingpark.com
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/ "\\/ Q: Can bees fly in the rain?

A: Not without their yellow jackets!

\
Q: What kind of bow
can’t be tied or untied?

A: A rainbow. \

Q: How did the bee , X N\
brush his hair? ;N /

\
N\
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

Don't Miss Our Spring Fundraiser

best for a Triple Crown Belding Bash at La Villa Banquet

Hall. The Belding Bash is the Belding Parent Group's
annual dinner party and silent auction to raise funds for capital
improvements at our neighborhood school. Historically, the BPG
has raised funds for a gymnasium, climbing wall, playground,
shade, nature play space, a student wellness and reading room,
a campus security camera system, and auditorium lights and
sound system, just to name a few.

O n Saturday, May 2nd, Belding parents will don their Derby

Spring Musical

Come out and see our 4th-7th graders perform The Lion King Jr.
on Thursday, April 30th, and Friday, May 1st, at 6 p.m. Tickets are
Sh. Students selected this show this year, with over 30 students
participating.

Spelling Bee Champ

Congratulations to 8th grader Stella Petropoulos for advancing to
the citywide spelling bee championship for two years in a row!
She will compete against 50 of the top spellersin CPS in hopes of
advancing to the regional competition. Way to go, Stella!

Are you curious to see what Belding Elementary has to offer your child?

Principal Durkin sets aside one morning each month to give tours to interested parents. Tours are geared
toward adults; if children are present, please ensure they can attend safely and quietly. Tours begin at 8
a.m. in the main office. There is no need to RSVP. Please arrive by 7:55 a.m. and check in with security.

Upcoming tour dates include April 21st and the school year's final tour on May 19th. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about the school and the Belding community! You can also check out the
Belding website www.beldingelementary.com for more information.

Dine and Donate

On April 14th, dine in or order out

at Irving Park Pizza and Patio

(2922 W. Irving Park Rd, Phone:
773- 866-2010, https://www.
irvingparkpizzaandpatio.com) to
support Belding's 3rd graders. Make
sure you mention Belding, and

a portion of the earnings will be
donated to the school.

24 | April 2026
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Vanguard

Plumbing and Sewer

SUPERIOR PLUMBING SERVICES

773-633-6139

WE SPECIALIZE IN: LT S -

P Sy — YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Faucets FAMILY-CWNED PLUMBER,
Hot Water Heaters SINCE 2010

Tankless Water Heaters

Garbage Disposals

Clogged Drains \\ //

Ejector/Sump Pumps

Battery Backup Systems C?“ Now !
Low Water Pressure Problems Receive $2_5 OFF
Water Booster Pumps any service.

First time OIPA

Gas Line Installation And Leak Repairs customers only.

Sewer Power Rodding And Jetting
Sewer Camera /// \\

CHECK OUR REVIEWS AT:
www.vanguardplumbingandsewer.com

vanguardplumbing@gmail.com

www.oldirvingpark.com April 2026 | 25



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Scammon Elementary School

Scammon is Celebrating 100 Years

— Dr. Madden, Principal, and Ms. Grimaldo, Assistant Principal

D id you know? Scammon turns 100, and we are Thank You for the Support

celebrating our Centennial year with a special A huge thank you to everyone who supported our

. | .
. Ga!a on April 18th." Our hallyvays were quzmg McDonald's Dine-Out event—it was wonderful to see
with a little extra magic as we hit a double milestone: . -
so many families enjoying a meal for a great cause!

the 100th day of our 100th year! To commemorate a

century of learning and community, our studentsand  Career Day Volunteers!

staff captured amazing drone footage of the moment! , , .
Do you have an interesting career you'd like to teach

.................... e (rhers hout? Seammon welcomes community
Black History Month members to fill out the Career Day Interest Form or

Our Black History Month Assembly brought us call us to learn more!

all together to honor the incredible [6gacy and s
contributions of the Black community. We are so proud Upcoming Events
of all the students participating and leading to make
this assembly memorable. 4/8  Coffee with Admin
4/18  Centennial Gala at La Villa Banquets
4/29 Diadel Nifio Event

Contribute to the 0/PA News

We welcome individual article submissions
for the OIPA newsletter!

Here are a few ideas:
- Give a shout-out to a kind neighbor.
- Did you recently visit a local business or restaurant?
Then share your experience.
- Write a fun story about our neighborhood or a fond memory.
- Share your knowledge on a topic.
- Attend an event? Share a photo (please include photo credit).

See submission Guidelines on page 40.

£ e
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5

Q
MOVING

2

PACKING

Tal

STORAGE
& RECEIVING

OUR

TRUGCK

+

YOUIR
STUIER

= A LOVE
CONNECTION

BOOK YOUR MOVE TODAY!

WWW.MOVE-TASTIC.COM - 773-715-3227

. 1l

MOVE-TASTIC!

ICC MC#: 158678

www.oldirvingpark.com
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April 20 - May 9

20% Off

B; g
bles, p rayer & Devotionals, and Children ®

"Fowers appear on the earth: 1he time of
singing has come...”

Song of Songs 24 Za

Chicago Bibles & Books
3931 W. Irving Park Rd.

Monday to Saturday 10-6

www.hiblesandbooks.com

773.478.0550

Serving Chicago since 1981

We have Spanish. Chinese. Russian,
Polish, Bulgarian. Romanian materials

BIG HELPERS

BIG HELP IN MANY WAYS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
CABINET INSTALLATION
DECK / PORCH PAINTING
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY
BLIND INSTALLATION
LIGHTS & CEILING FANS
TV MOUNTING
Licensed - Insured - Bonded
Call us Monday — Saturday from SAM to 6PM
=T (312) 757-4420
WWW.BIGHELPERS.COM Bg;
< 24/7 Online Booking
DONATION DROP OFF: On behalf of the Irving Park

VNG PARK COMMDRITY Community Food Pantry Mon-Fri 10AM-4PM
Food Pantry 41s4 . Eiston Ave Chicago, IL. 60618

[2\/ Business Consultants Ltd.

ACCOUNTING AND TAX SERVICES

TAX PREPARATION
TAX PLANNING
AUDIT
BOOKKEEPING

CALL: (773) 750-4897
WWW.DLWCONSULT.COM

e

KA

THE LAW OFFICES OF

BRYAN D. PITTS, LLC

WILLS

TRUSTS

ESTATE PLANNING

PROBATE

CONTACT BRYAN PITTS, ATTORNEY AT LAW
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

CALL: (773) 234-7725 OR VISIT
WWW.PITTS-LAW.COM

e o o o

IN PERSON MEETINGS AVAILABLE

307 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 302
Chicago, IL 60601

28 | April 2026
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Family owned & operated for over 50 years!

- Delicious homemade Italian cuisine
- Banquet Facilities from 20 up to 230 people
- Delivery/Pick-up from 10am all week long
- Open for lunch at 10am, Tuesday - Sunday
- Catering services to your home or office

Dining Room Hours

Monday: Dining Room closed,
take-out and deliveries from 10am -10pm

Tuesday - Thursday: 10am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday: 10am - 12am
Sunday: 10am - 10pm

LaVilla Restaurant & Banquets
3638 N. Pulaski
(773) 283-7980 | www.lavillabanquets.com

www.oldirvingpark.com April 2026 | 29



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Renewed Hope United Methodist Church

Traditions Honored, New Partnerships Formed

— Vicci Rodgers

n May 2024, Renewed Hope United Methodist Church
(RH) was created through the merger of Irving Park
UMC and Berry UMC of Lincoln Square. The new

congregation is now located at the Albany Park Ministry

Center, 3100 W. Wilson (on the corner of Albany and
Wilson], with a strong focus on community outreach.

One longstanding commitment that continues under

Renewed Hope is the Irving Park Community Food Pantry,
which began more than 40 years ago in the basement of

the former Irving Park UMC. Supporting the pantry and
serving the Irving Park neighborhood remain central to
the church's mission.

The community is welcome to join us for our regular and

Easter services:
« Sunday Worship Service, 10 a.m.
« Lenten Book Study, Wednesday, April 1,7 -8 p.m.

« Maundy Thursday Worship in the Sanctuary,
Thursday, April 2,7 -8 p.m.

« Good Friday, April 4, Stations in the Street from
5-7 p.m. followed by a joint worship with First
Vietnamese UMC at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary

- Easter Sunday, April 6, is at 10 a.m.
- Free parking in rear.
Renewed Hope UMC

3100 W. Wilson Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625

773-784-3273
office@renewedhopeumc.org

[ &
&dl P

R e | A

Sina Kraneis, president of Renewed Hope's United Women of
Faith, was part of the original church group that launched
the Spring Basket Program. The program continues to bring
joy to children served by the food pantry. This year, the
church prepared 50 baskets for distribution. The group also
awards three $1,500 scholarships each year to graduating
seniors from Schurz High School who plan to pursue careers
in health care.

Photo courtesy of Vicci Rodgers.
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Stay Connected, Be Informed

There are a variety ways for you to connect with OIPA and your neighbors.

0IPA Enews | Stay up to date with local neighborhood news
and happenings. Request to join 0IPA's news eblast email
distribution group by emailing us at hello@oldirvingpark.com

Google Parent Group (not just for parents) | To join our
interactive community google group visit: https://groups.
google.com/forum/#!forum/oipa-parents-discuss

Facebook | Our Facebook page is a great way to learn
about neighborhood events and issues
https://www.facebook.com/oldirvingparkassoc.

Visit our website
www.oldirvingpark.com
Questions? Contact us
Hello@oldirvingpark.com

' ﬁgtg //o}dlrvmgpaﬁ:om/k&ep i
b $ ;i 4___.

: -?m?tup? t —whether N

ﬂnanclal in-kind, or thro
, volunteering—is the lifeblood

of Keep OIP Clean. Every "5
contribution makes a tafigible

)
difference in our neighbor i |

Together, we are doing mor_;Q{.- D P A I
than just.cleaning; we are vE

fostering a sense of pride and \ ENTERPRISES
community.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

Growth and Gratitude: Carlson Community Services
Announces New Grants and Leadership Change

— Sara Yoest, Executive Director, Carlson Community Services

Exciting News from Three Brothers Garden

arlson is thrilled to announce that Three Brothers Garden was awarded
two grants in the fourth quarter of 2025, which will fund much-needed
infrastructure improvements and repairs in the garden this spring!

An infrastructure improvement grant from The CHIditarod Foundation and a
Land, Health Community-Chicago grant from the Lumpkin Family Foundation
will enable us to rebuild the aging garden beds, including redesigning some
to improve accessibility. We will also explore innovative ways to increase
garden yields, deter pests, and ensure a reliable water supply for the garden.
We intend to have the work completed in early spring, so we are ready for the
2026 growing season. Since its founding in 2009, Three Brothers Garden has
been providing fresh vegetables to our partners at the Irving Park Community
Food Pantry, donating hundreds of pounds each year.

Phato of emerging radishes and carrots by Sara Yoest.

Volunteer With Are you resolving to make a difference in your community in 20267 Carlson
. Community Services is looking for volunteers to help fulfill its mission of connecting
Carl§on C.Ommumty the Irving Park community with programs that enrich lives through education,
Services in 2026: culture and service. If you are interested in learning about volunteer opportunities
Make a Difference in any of our three programs, fundraising or on the Board of Directors, please
in Irving Park contact Executive Director Sara Yoest at sarayoest@carlsoncommunityservices.
org or 312-819-3230. It is a great way to give back to the community you live in!

Carlson Community Services connects the Irving Park community with
\&..,« Carlson o o !
programs that enrich lives through education, culture, and service. For
: 5 T more information, visit www.carlsoncommunityservices.org and scroll
ﬁ SGI’VICGS to the bottom of the home page. You can opt-in to receive our email

newsletter or direct inquiries to Sara Yoest, Executive Director,
at sarayoest@carlsoncommunityservices.org or 312-810-3230.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services

Don't Miss the Fourth and Final Free
Concert of Our 32nd Season!

Phato courtesy of the Apallo Chorus.

Irving Park Fine Arts Free Concert

On Sunday, April 19, 2026, we will welcome
Apollo Chorus, Chicago's premier choral
ensemble and one of the oldest musical
organizations in the United States. Select
members of the chorus will perform a
thoughtful, diverse selection of music to mark
America's 250th birthday.

Concert starts at 2 p.m., followed by a reception
to celebrate the season at Irving Park Lutheran
Church, 4100 N. Harding Avenue, Chicago.

This performance is made possible in part by a
State of lllinois DECO B2B grant award.

Details on the complete Fine Arts Concert
Season can be found on our website at https://
carlsoncommunityservices.org/programs/fine-
arts/this-season

Change in Carlson Leadership

| want to take this opportunity to share that | am
stepping down from my role as Executive Director of
Carlson Community Services.

This decision comes after much thoughtful
consideration. Due to family responsibilities and other
commitments, | feel that | cannot dedicate the level
of focus and time this position, Carlson’s mission, and
programs deserve.

Serving the community in this capacity has been a
privilege. The three programs Carlson operates truly
strengthen connections among neighbors while also
providing important resources to vulnerable families.
It has been humbling to have the opportunity to lead
and be a part of such meaningful work for the past
two years.

Getting to know the network of dedicated volunteers
and Carlson supporters has been a blessing. The
opportunity to learn from and work with them has been
personally impactful and rewarding. | am proud of our
accomplishments over the past few years and grateful
for the trust, collaboration, and support | have received.

The search for a new Executive Director is underway.
Carlson’s Board of Directors and the Carlson oversight
committees know that I am committed to assisting
with a smooth transition in the
weeks ahead.

Sincerely,

gt

Sara Yoest

www.oldirvingpark.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry

Help Restock
Essential Toiletries

he Irving Park Community Food Pantry strives to
Tprovide clients with essential personal-care items

along with groceries. Some of the most in-demand
items include toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant,
shampoo, body wash, razors, and shaving cream. Even
with limits on how many each client can receive, these
supplies are often difficult to keep in stock.

To help meet this ongoing need, the pantry is asking
for donations of basic toiletries. Especially helpful
items include body lotion, conditioner, sunscreen, lip
balm, larger-size diapers (#5 and #6), adult diapers,
washcloths, and baby wipes.

Donations can be dropped off at Big Helpers, 4184 N. Elston
Ave., from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Items
may also be left anytime on the front porches at 3912 N.
Kenneth Ave. or 4242 N. Hamlin Ave.

Supporters can also donate through
the pantry's Amazon registry by
scanning the QR code on this page.
Your generosity helps ensure
neighbors in need have access to
these everyday essentials.

Kathy Cudnowski shows off some of the items offered at the
Toiletries station. We appreciate all donations of items to offer
to our clients. Photo by Craig Shutt.

Unable to volunteer during our operating hours?
Contact Lynne on our Community Engagement team

at community@irvingparkfoodpantry.org. We have a
variety of options for conducting drives for key items
we need at different times of the year that can be done
with friends, neighbors, the community, or business
groups. Drives can be organized in your own time and

Personal shopper, Mary Ann Ballard, welcomed PepsiCo
hel h , ilabl employees: Melissa M., Chau, Maggie N., and Tyler H., who
way to nelp us out when youre available. volunteered in February. Photo by Craig Shutt.

34 | April 2026 0ld Irving Park Association



ubwpali{ £3109 Aq 0j0yd

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry

Pantry volunteers attended a DePaul Blue Demons
women's basketball game against Xavier University's
team in February, thanks to DePaul Athletics and Rush
University. The two organizations partner to sponsor
the RUSH Community Zone, which provides free group
tickets to non-profit social-service organizations.
Board member Corey Friedman applied for the tickets,

allowing volunteers to root the Blue Demons to victory.

Volunteers

with 33rd Ward
Alderwoman
Rossana
Rodriguez's "Sage
Brigade" load up
groceries to take
to seniors in their
ward. The group
picks up 20 boxes
of food each
month. Photo by
Craig Shutt

Thank You for the Support

Thank you to State Representative Lindsey LaPointe
and her staff for running a hat and glove drive for us
this month! We gave them out during February and
March, when there was still plenty of demand!

Owner and Head Teacher Frances Jochum Thuet

and her crew at Little Makers Home Day Care Center
put together Meal Kits for the Pantry in February and
decorated the bags for Valentine's Day. The meal kits
include items for recipe (in this case, Minestrone Soup
or Creamy Chicken & Dumplings) purchased at the
Dollar Store, bagged together with the printed recipe,
to give clients. The kids put together 30 kits for us!

Little Makers Home Day Care Center put together Meals for the
Pantry in decorated the bags for Valentine's Day. Photo courtesy of
Little Makers.

Article submitted by Craig Shutt, craigshutt@ameritech.net.
John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park Community Food Pantry, 4256 N. Ridgeway Ave.,
Chicago IL 60618 | 773-283-6296 | Email: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, | www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org.

www.oldirvingpark.com
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Join us for a tour!

St. Viator enrollment is OPEN, and we are currently
accepting applications from 3-year-old preschool
through 8th grade. Start the Admissions process by
contacting us and scheduling a school tour. There are
Open House events and individual family tour options.

Contact William Teeple, Admissions Director, to
schedule: 773-545-2173 or wteeple@stviatorchicago.
org. Or visit the Tour Calendar at
https://bit.ly/Viator2026 to pick your day and time.

Our next Open House is on Wednesday, April 15, from
9 to 10:30 a.m. Or Choose the Open House that works
best with your schedule, then RSVP at 773-545-2173!

All photos courtesy of St. Viator.

Strong Minds. Strong Faith.
Strong Future.

Students are preparing for the spring iReady
diagnostic to measure their Reading and Math growth
and proficiency. We are pleased to share that 89%

of St. Viator students demonstrate proficiency in
reading, working at, or above, their grade level. And
77% are proficient in the MATH skills at or above their
grade level. Growth in both subjects exceeds the
expected average, showing that St. Viator students
are not just learning but excelling! Our faith-centered
learning environment, targeted instruction, and
strong partnership with families ensure every child is
challenged and supported to thrive.
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. % NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

3 WiggLes
¢ GidaLes

S " . PLAYIRoOUP

The Wiggles & Giggles playgroup meets once in April,
on Thursday, April 16, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., in our Rec
Center Gym. We invite our community friends with
newborns up to 4 years old to come and enjoy this
complimentary program. Adults stay and socialize
while children play with the toys, tunnels, and more!
Join us for some fun!

SAVE THE DATE!
ART ZONE

OPEN HOUSE
'

FRIDAY, APRIL 24,
FROM 5 TO 7 P.M.

[t's time to transform our
halls with student artwork!

We are hosting the annual '
Art Zone Open House
on Friday, April 24,5 to 7 p.m.

Join us! Itis a great way to
see all that St. Viator has
to offer. All are welcome.

Easter Celebrations

Be sure to check www.ssviatorwenceslaus
for the Holy Week and Easter Mass
schedules. There are Masses planned

at both St. Viator and St. Wenceslaus to
accommodate your schedule.

Connect with us! | Subscribe to our socials to stay up to date on St. Viator Elementary School happenings! Find us on
Facebook: St. Viator Elementary School and Parish, Chicago, and Instagram: stvschoolchi, or visit the school website at
www.stviatorchicago.org. Direct your school questions to William Teeple, Admissions Director, at (773) 545-2173.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Edward School

Experience the Vibrant

St. Edward Community—Firsthand!

and ask our principal about our award-winning
programs. Register online for a March, April, or
May tour. Enroliment for new PK3-8th-grade families

Tour our school, meet teachers, talk to parents,

for 2026-27 is now open. Visit www.stedwardchicago.

com for details.

St. Edward is more than a classroom seat; it's an
investment in your child's future. Building this
foundation early helps ensure lifelong success.

For more information, visit our school website,
www.stedwardchicago.com

Warm wishes,
Sara Lasica, Principal

38 | April 2026

Supporting Our Families

This winter, St. Edward School is partnering with
parents to sign the Wait Until You Graduate Phone
Pledge. We are supporting families who are choosing
to wait until the end of 8th grade before giving their
children a smartphone. Families who have signed
the pledge have access to a list of other families who
have signed to support one another, share resources,
and help protect our children's childhoods.

Big Red Auction

Save the date for our Big Red Auction on April 18,
2026. St. Ed's is going western for this annual event
supporting our school. Join us for a boot-scootin’ good
time! Tickets will be available on the school website

~ closer to the event.

Summer
Camp Fun

Don't forget, St. Edward School
offers our Big Red Summer Camp for
children entering grades PK4-8th.
Camp is open to all children in the
neighborhood. More information can
be found on our website,
www.stedwardchicago.com.

0ld Irving Park Association



2026 OIPA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Joining or renewing your membership is easy with our online membership form at www.oldirvingpark.com/
join-us. If you don't have access to our online membership form, please complete the form below.

We like to celebrate our members in our newsletter. Birthday and anniversary information is optional. If you
wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary page in the newsletter, you must provide the information
annually to be included (adults members and spouses/partners only).

This is a: (] New Membership ] Renewal ] Gift Membership

NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTH MONTH

ANNIVERSARY MONTH

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

CHILD OR PET NAME (FIRST), BIRTHDAY MONTH (LAST NAME OPTIONAL)

ADDRESS cITy STATE up

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL E-MAIL 2

NEW! Membership Level Inarea | Outofarea | Benefits

ANNUAL (per household) DUES | DUES*

MEMBERSHIP | 513 dard $35 S60 Monthly meetings, newsletter delivery, member/

RENEWALS ) spouse and anniversary published in newsletter, ice

Your rrnembershlp cream social event, holiday event

is up for

rengwal onyour | Senior (Age 65+) $20 $45 Same as Standard membership

anniversary date | Good Neighbor $95 $120 Standard + kid/pet birthdays in newsletter and 0IPA
tote bag

Neighborhood All-Star | $195 $220 Good Neighbor + admission for two to an exclusive

OIPA cocktail party

* Dues + postage for mailed newsletter

GIFT MEMBERSHIP: Simply complete the form above or the online form with your neighbor's name(s) and address. You may
not know their birthday/anniversary info. That's okay—we'll follow up with them. If purchasing a gift membership online:
Please indicate "this is a gift subscription” in the final box titled, "Special Instructions.”

SEND FORM & PAYMENT T0: 0ld Irving Park Association, ¢c/o Lynn Ankney, OIPA Treasurer, 4313 N Keeler Ave, Chicago, IL 60641.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE: 0ld Irving Park Assaciation OR join/renew online: oldirvingpark.com/join-us
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Contribute to the OIPA NeWs | for advertising and content

All 0ld Irving Park Association members are invited to submit letters, photos, and articles for publication. We
publish ten newsletters each year—please note that no issues are released in January or July. Thank you to
everyone who contributes content or purchases ad space. Your support keeps our community connected and
informed. We look forward to hearing from you!

General Submission Guidelines
Community Calendar, Articles & Photos

- Please send articles and calendar items as a Word
document, Google Doc, or in the body of an email.

- Include the author's name, company or
organization (if applicable), and contact
information within the document.

- Ifyour article includes an event that should appear in

the Community Calendar, please clearly note it, even
if the event is already mentioned in the article.

Word Count

- Up to 400 words without photos
- 300-325 words with photos and captions

WeTransfer or Dropbox Transfer.

- The newsletter is printed in black and white, and
all images will be converted to grayscale. Please keep
this in mind when selecting and submitting photos.

Submission Deadlines

« Advertising: First Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m.
See calendar below for due date exceptions.
- General Submissions: First Thursday of the month by 5 p.m.
+Materials SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be
held over to the next month's issue.

Where to Send Your Submission

- Email contributions to Kathleen Kearns at
k kearns@kearnsdesign.com. Include "“0IPA
Submission" in the subject line and specify the category
(advertisement, article, or community calendar).

- For large files, please use WeTransfer or another
file-transfer method.

Content Standards

- Articles should be informational, not advertorial.

- Bylined articles are written in third person, unless
they are opinion pieces or personal stories.

- A byline includes the author’s name, business
name, and contact information.

- Please include your name in the document file.

- Links to websites or Facebook posts will not be
accepted as full submissions.

2026 SUBMISSION DATES

*Due date later or early due to holiday

Publication Month | Advertising Content/Articles

January No issue
May* Tuesday, 3/31
Tuesday, 4/28

Editorial Notes

- The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.
- Content may be reproduced with the 0ld Irving Park
Association cited as the source.

Thursday, 4/2
Thursday, 5/7

June

July No issue

- Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the August” Tuesday, 6/30 | Thursday, 7/2
Images October Tuesday, 9/1 Thursday, 9/3
- Submit photos or images as separate original November Tuesday, 9/29 | Thursday, 10/1
files—not embedded in Word documents. December Tuesday, 11/3 | Thursday, 11/5

- Include photo captions and photographer credit in
the same document as your article.
- If your files are too large to email, please use

40 | April 2026
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Advertise
- with Us!

Share your business with neighbors! 0/PA News reaches
more than 630 local households, elected city officials
and community groups—join us and connect with your
neighborhood!

* 10 ISSUES PER YEAR | We publish ten issues per calendar year
(omitting January and July).

* SPECIAL PERKS | Also, if you are a newsletter advertiser, you will
be prioritized on our email blasts and Facebook and Instagram
posts. We have over 8.2K online followers. Our monthly post can
reach up to 24K, and our post engagement is usually 15K. That
means consumers see and engage with our Facebook posts!

« THE ADVERTISING RATES ARE AMAZINGLY REASONABLE.
To place an ad visit www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad.

Advertising Specifications

<Purchase ad space and upload your ad at:
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad
* AD SIZES: Full Page: 6.25"w X 7.5"h
Half Page: 6.25"w X 3.75"h
Quarter Page: 3"w X 3.75"h

+ ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum 300 dpi) gray
scale; jpg, PDF, or eps. Microsoft Word files are NOT acceptable.

Submission Deadlines

« Advertising: First Tuesday of the month by 5 p.m., with exceptions
when holidays conflict with dates. Please see the submission dates
calendar on page 40.

- Materials SUBMITTED AFTER the deadline date will be held over to the
next month's issue.
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hello@oldirvingpark.com
FB: oldirvingparkassoc

Submit your event
for our calendar.
Submissions are due the

first Thursday of the month.

Send your contributions
to: Kathleen Kearns at

k kearns@kearnsdesign.
com. Please include “0IPA
submission" in the subject
line of the email.

APRIL

August

16

Irving Park Garden Club | Everything
You Know About Gardening Is Wrong
| Mike Nowak | 7 p.m. | St. John's
Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner
Ave. | New and renewing members
welcome; $30/year per household to
join

19

Irving Park Fine Arts Concert | 2 p.m.

Apollo Chorus | Irving Park Lutheran
Church, 4100 N. Harding Avenue.
Reception to follow. Free!

May

1

0IPA All-Star Member Cocktail
Party. Annual event for the All-Star
membership level.

16

Irving Park Garden Club | Annual
Plant Exchange | 11a.m. | St. John's
Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner
Ave. | Members Only | $30/year per
household to join.

June

21 OIPA Back to School Party

September

9  OIPA Quarterly Meeting | 7 p.m.
St. John's Episcapal Church,
3857 N. Kostner Avenue, Chicago

October
24 0OIPA Halloween Parade & Party

November

4 OIPA Quarterly Meeting | 7 p.m.
St. John's Episcapal Church,
3857 N. Kostner Avenue, Chicago

December

5

End of School Year, Happy Hour
5:30-7:30 p.m., Le Village CoWork,
3146 W. Irving Park Rd.

Ice Cream Social/Quarterly Meeting
3 p.m. | St. John's Episcopal Church,
3857 N. Kostner Avenue, Chicago

13  0IPA Holiday Lights Stroll,
Festivities & Dinner



